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1.1 Proposed designated area
On entering Flansham from the A259 there is a clear transition from the
developed environs of Felpham to the country lane environment of
Flansham. The hamlet which consists of one street, Hoe Lane, is set in
farmland. The tranquil environment of Hoe Lane acts as a gateway for
many people who wish to enjoy the footpaths, wildlife and surrounding
countryside.
Bordered by the A259 to the south and east, the Lidsey rife to the west and
the Ryebank rife to the north, the hamlet consists of about 50 dwellings,
four of which are Grade II listed and six are identified as buildings of special
character by Arun District Council. At the core of the hamlet are two farms
and several sympathetically converted farm buildings. Most of the houses
in the Lane were built in the 19th century or early 20th century, with brick
and flint being widely used.
At the heart of the hamlet there is a triangle with a Millenium oak tree. From
here the road diverges but both left and right forks end in farm tracks,
keeping pollution and noise from traffic to a minimum. The Lane is
bordered by grassy verges , ditches and flint walls. There are footpaths
leading off the Lane and a cycle track running the length of the left fork
leading across the rife to Barnham.
At present the hamlet is surrounded by farmland which provides a safe
environment for wildlife such as owls, herons, deer, pheasants and
hedgehogs.

Proposed area of special character - Flansham

1.2 Implications of designation
The designation is being proposed to maintain the character of Flansham
and to ensure that future development respects and preserves the existing
character of the hamlet. We propose that the whole of the hamlet be
treated as a single entity as the majority of residents are in agreement. The
Flansham Residents’ Association regularly consults the inhabitants and is
apprised of their views.

1.3 Policy Framework
Areas of character are those areas within the Arun district which are
considered to be of distinctive character or quality and therefore worthy of
protection through rigorous control of new development. While these areas
do not have the same status or level of protection as Conservation areas, it
is still desirable for them to be recognized. Designation helps identify and
celebrate an area’s character. It also brings it under the consideration of
the planning system, where permission is required for specific
developments, so that some thought will be taken about its preservation
and enhancement.
The criteria used in the selection of areas for designation as Area of
Special Control are as follows:
- The area must have been substantially built before 1939.
- The area must have a recognizable and distinctive character worthy
of protection
- The area must contain buildings, the majority of which are distinctive
or of high quality design and appearance
- The area must be of sufficient size to be identifiable and cohesive.
These criteria have been used in the evaluation of this proposal.

Arun District Council Local Plan Policy HER DM4 Areas of Character
states:
Within areas of character planning permission or relevant consent will be
granted subject to:
a. The retention of buildings and other features such as boundary walls,
hedges, trees, railings, open spaces etc which make positive
contributions to the special character of the area
b. The maintenance of the appropriate mix of uses where this is an
important element in the character of an area
c. New development preserving, and where possible, enhancing the
special character of these areas, particularly with regard to the
characteristics identified by the Local Planning Authority.

1.4 Historical development
The discovery in 1938 of the Bronze Age ‘Flansham hoard’ beside the road
outside Rilbrook House in Hoe Lane is suggestive of an early trackway,
settlement or use of the area. A Bronze Age presence is further evidenced
by archaeological findings on nearby land prior to the building of site 6
which exposed a late Bronze age occupation site.
Flansham first appeared in recorded sources as ‘Flennesham’ in 1220; by
1688 the modern spelling had been adopted and this appears in the
Chichester archdeaconry records.

Flansham appears in some detail in the Yeakell and Gardner map of 1797

The Ordnance Survey map of 1911 shows the core of the village much as it
is now

The 1932 Ordnance Survey map shows Chessels Farm and a couple more
cottages further down the Lane

Most of Flansham’s housing stock existed before 1939 although many of
the farm buildings were converted in the 1980s.
Since the early 19th century there has been a nucleus of buildings at the
far western edge of the hamlet including Hoe Barn and Hoe Farm Cottage.
They are fully integrated into the village and two more dwellings have been
built in the very recent past.

1.5 Listed buildings and buildings of special character
Flansham House Grade II listed

Flansham Manor Grade II listed

Oak Bay

Grade II listed

Old Barn

Grade II listed

Bonhams
Chessels
Horns Cottage
The Granary
Pinks Cottage
The Retreat

Building of special character.
Building of special character
Building of special character
Building of special character
Building of special character
Building of special character

1.6 Vistas

The triangle with the Millenium oak tree

Flint walls bordering road

Farm track at end of right fork

Footpath beside Bonhams

View at the end of Lane towards the Downs

View at end of right fork past Pinks Cottage

1.7 Proposal
The area shown in the map on page 4, the entire hamlet of Flansham,
should be designated as an Area of Special Character. It meets the criteria
set out in the Supplementary Planning Document adopted in 2005 in that
properties were largely built before 1939; it has a recognizable and
distinctive character; it contains many distinctive and high quality houses
and is of sufficient size to be identifiable and cohesive.

