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YAPTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Office is open on
a Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday
Room 4, Upstairs
Yapton and Ford Village Hall
(rear entrance)
9.30AM TO 12.30PM

Your local Police and Community
Support Officer will no longer be
available at the Parish Council Office
To contact Sussex Police for
non-emergencies dial 101
or e-mail:
101@sussex.pnn.police.uk
or report online
Yapton & Ford Local History Group
Monday Jan 4th
West Sussex on Film
An Illustrated talk by Bill Gage
from Chichester Record Office
Monday Feb 1st
History of the British Legion
A talk by Graham Matthews
Yapton and Ford Local History Group meet
on the first Monday of the month in the
Club Room at Yapton and Ford Village Hall
at 7.30pm
All are welcome
Non-members admission £2.50
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F

irst of all may
I, although a
little belatedly,
wish all readers and
residents of Yapton
a very Happy New
Year. I hope you all
had an enjoyable
Christmas and New
Year in whatever way
you and yours chose
to celebrate the passing of another year. At
this time of year some people think about
making a New Year’s resolution. Whatever
you may have resolved to do I hope you can
keep to it for as long as possible.
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Yapton, and do more in-depth features on
the groups operating in the locality. If QUALITY
you
belong to a group that is currently PARISH
not
COUNCIL
mentioned in Yapton News, then please
do let me know. I want to help the people
of Yapton, through the medium of the
Yapton News, to feel proud of their village
and the local community in which they live.

Q
Whilst preparing the last few editions of
the Yapton News, I have been thinking about
ways to try and update and improve the
magazine, particularly looking at the content,
and who are the main contributors to the
magazine. May I publicly send a big thank
you to all of the regular contributors and to
the willing band of people who distribute
just over 1,700 copies of the magazine to all
households in Yapton, six times a year! I am
always looking for volunteers to spread the
burden of the delivery of each edition, so
please let me know if you feel you may be
able to help. New distributors are required
for the new housing developments off
Goodhew Close and in Fellowes Gardens.
New ideas, pictures and articles are always
welcome, you can send them to me by post,
or e-mail, or just drop them into the Parish
Council Office. I have already introduced
a regular “Hints and Tips” section on
gardening and IT issues and looking to
include other issues, and to include regular
features about the history and people of

The Parish Council has been operating
a website and using e-mail facilities
for a number of years to assist in
communicating with its residents and
providing its well respected services to
the community. With the introduction
of the Data Transparency requirements
coinciding with the resignation of the
current Website Manager, the opportunity
has been taken to update the website
and to move the hosting arrangements
for both the website and e-mails.
The new website should hopefully
have gone live by the time you get this
copy of the Yapton News. You can find it
at www.yaptonpc.gov.uk or by searching
for Yapton Parish Council. There are
several new pages dedicated to providing
information and contacts for local groups
and organizations, businesses and local
facilities. If you want your group to feature
on the Parish council website, please send
the name of the organization, contact name,
telephone number and e-mail address to
me at info@yaptonpc.gov.uk . I am also
introducing a “What’s On” page for local
events and if you want yours included send
the details to the above e-mail address.

Andrew Gardiner

Editor. clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk

Cover picture: The Maypole, Yapton by Andy Faulkner.
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New Parish
Council Website
The Parish Council has been operating a
website and e-mail operation for a number
of years to assist in communicating with its
residents and providing its well respected
services to the community.
With the introduction of the Data Transparency
requirements coinciding with the resignation of
the current Website Manager, the opportunity
has been taken to update the website and to
move the hosting arrangements for both the
website and e-mails.
The current website has been in existence for
a number of years and is currently managed by
a relative of the former Clerk to the Council,
Petra Tansley. The Web Manager is responsible
for the validity of the website and for managing
the uploading of the content as supplied by the
Clerk as and when required. Ms Tansley gave
notice, earlier in 2015, of her intention to cease
providing the web management from the end of
2015. The Council is very grateful to Petra for all
her hard work in providing an excellent parish
website which she has managed and developed
over the last few years.
The Clerk recently undertook a selection process
to find a more resilient website and e-mail
service and found three organisations specifically
providing services to the local government and
the local council market. The Clerk requested
quotations from the two companies who
appeared to be capable of providing the services
which the Clerk had identified as being the
requirements for the Parish Council in the
future. In particular this would include the
requirements as previously reported to meet the
Data Transparency requirements.
Following the request sent out to the selected
organisations the quotation submitted to
provide the service required by the Parish
Council, e-mango from Bournemouth was
selected. e-mango started life in 2000 as a
company delivering Internet services created,
hosted and supported all under the one roof.
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That commitment to servicing its clients with an
all-encompassing approach continues to this day.
The company has built a track record within
the Trade Association and Membership sector
gaining key accounts such as the International
Bar Association, the British Plastics Federation
and Fine Art Trade Guild along with public sector
clients that include DWP, Islington Council and
the Office of Manpower Economics. e-mango
works as a long term partner with its clients,
where knowledge, support and innovation are
key reasons why it has consistently delivered
value and services for over a decade in the
rapidly changing Internet world. e-mango is one
trading brand of Kimcell Ltd, which is a debt-free
business with no external shareholders and run
by its owners.
e-mango has developed
an easy to use content
management system (CMS),
specially designed for local town and parish
councils, villages and communities to enable
them to manage and run their own web site.
The concept behind the product is that it puts
non-technical administrators in full control of all
website content, so that after only basic training
on using the product, the website administrator
can;
• quickly and easily create pages and menu
items.
• create and manage page content.
• publish agendas, minutes, reports and white
papers, etc.
• upload documents for subsequent download
and printing.
• add images and embed video to web pages.
• create links to other websites, e.g., County
or District Council.
• create and publish online polls and surveys.
• build a website that will encourage and
promote interaction with the community.

COMPETITION TO DESIGN A LOGO FOR
THE NEW WEBSITE
One of the early requests from the new website designer was for the Parish Council Logo to
be uploaded onto the home page of the new website. However, the Parish Council does not
currently have a logo of its own and the Parish Council has agreed that this is a good time
to produce a new logo to use on its website and other documents. The Parish Council has
agreed to run a competition, which will be judged by a panel of local councillors, to design a
new logo for the Parish Council reflecting the Parish of Yapton. The new logo would be used
on all future Parish Council literature and documents and on the new council website.
The competition is open to all young people living in the parish of Yapton, and the Council
is awarding a prize of £50 for the winner of the competition. Entries to be submitted
to the Clerk of the Council (preferably by e-mail to info@yaptonpc.gov.uk) by the
31st May 2016.

The following shows the current main topic
headings on the new website:
Home
News
Councillors
Parish
Council
Planning
The Parish
Directory of local clubs,
businesses and organisations
Local Information
Contacts
Yapton & Ford Village Hall
The majority of the pages will be shown on
the website, but some of the content may
be limited in the initial days after going live.
There are a number of pages which have been
provided specifically for the community to
provide information for the Council to upload
onto its website to promote local events, local
organisations and facilities.
The Council will be delighted to receive details
of local groups, clubs and organisations which
operate in the Yapton area.These details will
be added to the website for potential users
of those activities being able to contact those
organisations directly.

The Parish Council is also looking for a new logo
to use on its website and other documents. The
council has agreed to run a competition, which
will be judged by local councillors, to design a
logo capable of reflecting the parish of Yapton,
and be capable of use on electronic or paper
formats.
The competition is open to all young people
living in the parish of Yapton, and the Council
has agreed to allocate £50 as a prize for the
winner of a competition to design a new logo
for the Parish Council which can be used on all
future Parish Council literature and on the new
website. Entries to be submitted to the Clerk of
the Council by the 31st May 2016.
The provision of reliable and stable website
and e-mail facilities are an essential part of the
provision of local services to the public and
being able to communicate effectively with
its members and the local community. The
termination of the existing website management
and website and e-mail hosting arrangements has
given the Council to update its facilities. This is
particularly relevant with the introduction of the
new legal for improved Data Transparency in the
public sector.
Andrew Gardiner,
Clerk to Yapton Parish Council
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You
te …
Write
Dear Sir,

Dear Sir,

By the time you read this we will have
presented our petition (over 1,000 signatures)
to the Transport Department at West Sussex
County Council regarding a request for an
improved No. 66 bus service.

Like most of us these days, the Parish Council
is finding it hard to make ends meet and is
having to tighten its belt when it comes to
spending money.

Currently it runs 2 hourly from 7am to 6pm,
Monday to Saturday, and not on Sundays. Most
people agree this is extremely unsatisfactory,
especially as it goes past an important
commuter station in Barnham, and also to
two Secondary Schools and various surgeries
and shops, gyms and churches.
The Manager of Compass Bus has said that
as it is mainly used by senior citizens and
school children, it is not cost effective for
West Sussex County Council to put more
funds into it.
Surely if it was a better service ( as the 700
Stagecoach run one is), more people of all
ages would go on this bus, some leaving their
cars at home, resulting in less traffic all round.
We would welcome anyone who feels able
to write to the Transport Department at
West Sussex County Council and state
your concerns, so that West Sussex County
Council may listen and improve this appalling
service.
Sally Pickthall
The Pines
Yapton
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Imagine my surprise when the last meeting
of the Council agreed to look into Cllr
Goddard’s proposal to buy a “chain of office”
at a cost of £800!
This shows a complete lack of understanding
of what’s important to the people of Yapton
(Cllr Goddard doesn’t even live in Yapton
parish and rarely attends council meetings)
and smacks more of puffery and selfimportance than any consideration of civic
duty.
Yours,
A Yapton resident

Dear Editor,
Dog fouling has become a big problem in
Yapton lately. It seems to be everywhere
you go, on the pavements, public footpaths,
farmers fields and open and green spaces.
Even an instant of fouling one metre away
from an Arun District Council sign clearly
stating ‘Please Clean It Up’.
So come on you unreasonable dog owners,
do the right thing and make Yapton a more
cleaner and pleasant environment to live in.
Name and address supplied.

Hobbs Farm with original entrance. Circa 1960 – (photo – David Ruffle)

Growing up in the 50’s

Childhood Memories of Bilsham
by Allen Misselbrook
With the pace of life getting forever faster
and the need for more and more housing
which continue to cover our green and
pleasant farmland under tarmac and
concrete, I would like to turn the pages
back to a time when computers and
mobile phones were unheard of and foreign
holidays were only for the privileged few.
In fact I would like to take you back to the 1950’s
and early 60’s when, as a lad in short trousers,
I grew up with my family in the last house at
the bottom of Bilsham Lane, number 83 a semidetached cottage. Both semis are now known as
Bilsham Croft.
Although Yapton has expanded beyond all
recognition, Bilsham has remained relatively
unchanged. One of the major differences being
HMS Peregrine which was operational up until
1959 with the main runway finishing just a
couple of fields away from Bilsham Corner
where, incidentally, I was born (number 85 was
my grandparents house). Naval aircraft were a
permanent feature in the skies above us using

our house as a sighting point for their approach
path. It was a time when jet aircraft were
replacing the prop driven planes so although
there were still types such as the Fairey Gannet
stationed at Ford, it was more common to see
and hear planes such as the Seahawk, Scimitar,
Sea Vixens and the like screaming low over our
heads. Sadly, all too often, there were accidents
and it wasn’t uncommon for them to crash in the
surrounding countryside. I witnessed one such
event while playing in our backyard. A Seahawk,
as far as I remember, had an engine failure while
making his final approach to land and crashed in
the field in front of me killing the pilot. Another
crash occurred at the bus stop at Clymping, now
the little roundabout on the A259 at the junction
with the road to Ford Prison. This was the bus
stop we used on our daily journey to and from
Clymping Primary school.
Having the airfield sited where it was meant that
the road to Clymping from Yapton was closed.
The A259 as we know it today didn’t exist. The
road came from Comet Cottage to Yapton with
a junction at Bilsham Corner which was the
turning for Clymping and Littlehampton. Traffic
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Bilsham Lane and farm house. Note the clipped Holm Oak. Circa 1955 – (photo – Frith Collection)

was very light as few people owned cars. The
only person I can recall owning a vehicle in
Bilsham at that time was Mr. Colin Loveys, owner
of Bilsham Farm (although as time passed other
neighbours became car owners themselves).
Consequently the only means of transport for us
was public transport, cycling or walking.The local
bus company, Southdown, ran a quarter hourly
double decker service, number 31, between
Portsmouth and Brighton with a stop at Bilsham
Corner, a single decker service number 64, from
Chichester via Westergate, which terminated at
Bilsham Corner and a double decker service,
number 69, from Arundel to Bognor via
Middleton.
At that time our hamlet of Bilsham consisted of
16 houses of various types populated by 41 adults
and 24 children under 16 which meant I had
plenty of playmates. The other side of the coin
was that there were 39 pairs of eyes watching
and reporting back to mum and dad anything
that we shouldn’t have been doing which often
Bilsham Chapel being
used as farm store.
‘Mizz’ Misselbrook
working in yard with
his wife (my Gran),
my mother, me and
Brian (on bicycle).
Note diesel pipe on
far corner.
Circa 1955 –
(photo – Stuart
Nolan)
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ended up being quite painful. Unlike today, the
majority of men worked on the farm and farm
life featured heavily in my early years. We were
surrounded by fields which were our playground.
Most of these houses were situated at Bilsham
Corner where we caught the bus to Clymping
School. It was here that the red post and
telephone boxes were positioned. Apart from
the farm houses I are cannot remember any
other house having a private telephone so if we
needed to make a phone call it meant a half mile
walk with four old pence in your pocket to the
phone box. Behind these were, as now, three
pairs of semi-detached houses numbers 84 – 89.
These were all tied cottages owned by Bilsham
Farm and occupied by farm hands and their
families. In the 50’s they still had outdoor toilets
and no hot water, kitchen ranges and were even
lit by gas in the early part of the decade. All had
large gardens where vegetables were grown and
chickens kept. Around the corner were three
other houses facing onto the Littlehampton road.

Old Bilsham Farm House seen here
as a pair of semi-detached houses.
The grain drying and store buildings
can be seen on the right. Circa 1955 –
(photo – Postcard by Judges Ltd.)

The only one I can really remember is the end
one in which Captain Luff lived. Who or what he
was I never knew.
In the distance, looking towards Middleton, could
be seen White Rails, another pair of tied semidetached houses, so called after the wooden
white rails bordering the road over the Rife.
Walking back towards Yapton, past the houses
and with the road bending to the left there
behind the hedge on the right hand side was an
orchard and beyond that the house of Mr Samms,
manager of Hobb’s Farm. On the opposite side of
the road was a footpath of compressed ballast
with the row of Poplars between the path and
the small meadow. Hobb’s Farm, on the S-bend
was owned by two women, sisters I believe,
Mrs Hobbs and Mrs Boyd. At that time it was
a dairy farm where we were allowed to help
bring the cows in and muck out the dairy for a
reward of an extremely fresh glass of milk. The
dairy and all the farm buildings have since been
converted to dwellings.The main entrance to the
impressive ivy-clad farmhouse was to the left of
the ornamental fish pond now on the right hand
side. This pond was full of goldfish and eels with
moorhens nesting around its edges. Crossing
the road on the S-bend to walk down Bilsham
Lane was always a risky business, especially
at night, but once accomplished the sight and
sound of nature took over. The noise of the road
traffic faded so that the only manmade sounds
came from tractors in the fields and, of course
the aircraft when flying. On the left were the
Horse Chestnut ‘conker’ trees which attracted
us children like magnets in the autumn. While
on the right lay the farm track leading to the
tractor sheds and bullock paddock which could
be found behind Bilsham Farm House, the home
of the farmer Colin Loveys and his family. These
farm buildings have long since been converted

into residences. In front of the farmhouse was
another large fishpond also populated by goldfish
and eels with a neatly clipped Holm Oak on the
house side of the pond. During exceptionally
cold winters the pond would freeze over and
Miss Mary, the farmer’s sister, would use it as a
ice rink.
Once passed the back garden of the farmhouse
was the entrance gate, on the left, to the Brooks,
a series of linked meadows which followed the
course of the river Rife.These fields were used for
rearing bullocks and quite often flooded during
the winter which formed convenient slides for
us when they froze over. On the right hand side
of the lane, immediately before the Chapel was
another pond, this one was surrounded by trees.
The pond had been used as a dump for anti glider
wire and posts used to deter gliders landing in
the surrounding fields during the war. This of
course was a great attraction for us. The Chapel
itself was used for storage by the farm where
fertiliser and diesel oil amongst other items were
kept. This has now been converted into a house.
Continuing down the lane and further into
the countryside the old Bilsham Farmhouse,
‘Piggery’ and grain drying and storage facilities
were the next group of buildings to be reached.
At some point in the past the house had been
converted into a pair of semis. Today they have
been converted back into one house along with
all the outbuildings. We were often allowed to
help old ‘Shep’ Bailey mix the pig meal and feed it
to the pigs. Opposite the ‘Piggery’ was the Dutch
barn where all the straw and hay along with the
Combine Harvester were kept. This barn was
eventually burnt down in the 1970’s.The adopted
road ended at the Piggery, there it became a farm
track full of pot holes, with a series of allotments
on the left hand side before reaching the last pair
Continued Overleaf ➣
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A treat for all readers of Yapton News!
Try out the menu for yourself or better still book a table for lunch at
nearby Bailiffscourt and enjoy a sumptuous meal specially prepared
for you by the chef.

Sussex Pond Pudding
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One of the semi-detached houses that constituted Old Bilsham Farm House. Note the grain store at the
rear and the track that was our cricket/football pitch. Circa 1950 – (photo – David Ruffle)

of semis, one being ours. The track continued on
between the fields heading towards a small field
surrounded by trees known as Diamond Mead.
Winter time was a little bleak living in a 250 year
old house with solid walls, ill fitting windows and
surrounded by open fields, but we didn’t seem
to notice. It may have been raining or very cold
but we were always outside playing whenever
possible. The garden and surrounding fields were
often under water making any sort of travelling
an adventure and, more often or not, we would
come home from playing in the fields with our
feet soaking wet inside our boots. One winter
the water was so deep and lay for so long that
Mr. Loveys allowed our neighbour, Mr. Withal
who was a tractor driver, to hitch up a trailer
to his tractor and take us to school using bails
of straw as seats to the envy of our class mates.
Walking home in the dark down the lane was
very scary at times with only star or moonlight
to see by, there were no street lights except for
one at Bilsham Corner. On cloudy nights it was
extremely hazardous as there were deep, water
filled ditches either side, one foot wrong and you
could find yourself up to your waist in water.
The surrounding fields, hedgerows and ditches
were always an attraction whatever time of year.
As winter slowly turned to spring wild flowers

started to raise their heads in the strengthening
sunshine. Snowdrops appeared first followed
by Primroses, Dog Violets and Bluebells. The
ditch around the field in front of our house
was christened ‘Primrose Ditch’ because the
banks were transformed into yellow carpets
of Primroses some of which we picked for our
mother to place in jam jars to decorate the
house. Sadly, the last time I visited the ditch in
springtime there were no primroses to be seen.
Yellow Lesser Celandines and white Stitchwort
appeared along the Lane verges with the fresh
green leaves of the Hawthorn hedges hiding
the nest building activities of Blackbirds, Song
Thrushes and Robins. If we were lucky we would
discover a domed Wrens nest near the ground
made from moss and downy feathers with its
entrance hole in the side. We would discover the
locations of many of the nests by watching for
the coming and goings of the birds and wait with
growing excitement firstly for the eggs to appear
and then for them to hatch and finally for the
young birds to fly the nest.
While all this was going on at ground level, above
our heads trees were awakening from their
dormancy.The sticky buds of the Horse Chestnut
trees were unfurling and the cones of white
blossom appeared at the ends of the branches
like candles on a Christmas tree promising a
Continued Overleaf ➣ 11

View from our house looking over
allotments towards the Piggery
with the Old Farm House and the
Grain Drying building behind.
Note the Seahawk flying into Ford
Airfield; note also the Threshing
machine drawn up alongside the
Piggery. Circa 1957 –
(photo – Allen Misselbrook)

new crop of shiny brown conkers in the autumn.
Elms, Sycamores, Oaks and Ashe trees cloaked
themselves with leaves and helped form a living
tunnel for most of the Lanes length and when the
sun shone from a clear blue sky shafts of sunlight
danced along the road. One memory that will
stay with me for the rest of my life is that of being
walked home on a warm Sunday evening in late
spring by my grandparents after spending the day
with them and hearing the birds whistling and
the scent of Cow Parsley in the air. They would
point out the various flowers and birds to me
and teach me their names. Cow Parsley was a
very useful plant. The thicker stemmed growth
could be cut off at the base to a length of 12
inches or so and because it was hollow made a
very passable peashooter.
The farm and the countryside featured a lot in
our play. There was always enough of us available
to form a gang and go off in search of adventure.
Sometimes we would decide to dam a ditch to
see how high we could get the water to rise,
much to the annoyance of the farmer. Another
favourite would be to follow the lane past
our house where the fields rose up on either
side to form a sunken track, to a place where
the ditch widened into a small pond. There we
would go pond dipping for newts, sticklebacks
and minnows. Other inhabitants were water
snails, water boatmen and some thin black
creatures which looked like underwater slugs.
Camp building came very high on our activity
list. Quite often we would sort ourselves into
two groups and each set out to build a camp out
of branches in the hedgerows, tufts of grass and
any other material that we could find to make
our structures waterproof. We became quite
proficient at this with some lasting all summer
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long and proved useful if we were caught out in
a shower. One of our more energetic games was
competing in races around the fields.These were
usually organised by my Uncle Brian who is just
a few years older than me. He would bring us all
together, set a route and give us numbers which
were created on our tee-shirts with the Velcro
like flowers of the Burdock plant and off we went
after being given a time handicap according to
our ages. We didn’t need expensive toys to enjoy
ourselves. When evening came and it was time
to go home and get ready for bed Dad would
stand outside the back door of our house and
give such a piercing whistle that it could be
heard fields away. We ignored this summons at
our peril.
As summer days started to shorten foraging
became the order of the day. The hedges of
the ‘Brooks’, the fields which border the Parish
boundary formed by the Rife, contained brambles
which produced many pounds of blackberries
every year which we picked and took home to
add to the apples that we ‘borrowed’ from the
farmers orchards.The Brooks were also a source
of mushrooms in the autumn which made a
tasty addition to our meals, maggots and all. We
collected damsons from the trees growing in the
paddock behind the Piggery.The Canadians chose
this field during WW2 in which to site their
NAFFI. Sloes and hazelnuts were also plentiful in
the hedgerows. Another enjoyable task that we
undertook was to collect any fallen branches,
pine cones or wood chippings to supplement the
supply of coal which was delivered in hundred
weight sacks by Burningham’s Coal Merchants
of Middleton. This was fuel for the kitchen range
and open fire of which there was only one in
our house plus the copper in the scullery which

was used for boiling water for the laundry and
for bathing.
Harvest time was always an exciting time. We
would wake-up one sunny morning to the noise
of banging and clattering coming from the Dutch
barn at the end of the allotments as the Combine
Harvester was being made ready to earn its
keep. Once the corn had been harvested and
the waste straw dried in rows it would be the
turn of my grandfather ‘Mizz’ to start baling. The
baler was hitched up to his tractor and a wooden
sled attached behind the baler. The bales were
stacked onto the sled and when several had been
stacked on top of each other they were pushed
off the back to wait collection. If we were lucky
we were allowed to ride on the sled but only
when Mr Loveys wasn’t around. Unfortunately
for Mr Loveys, these bales were too good
an opportunity to miss. They were excellent
building blocks for camps and tunnels. During
the summer holidays we made full use them. It
wasn’t our fault that the string used to hold them
together kept coming off. One Saturday morning
Mr Loveys drove a tractor and trailer fully laden
with bales stopping at our fence backing onto
the field at the back of the house and unloaded
them. His comment was ‘These bales are for
you Misselbrooks to play with. Kindly leave my
b*****s alone.’
These were the days before the giant
supermarkets, so most of the local shops
owned delivery vans and made regular visits to
householders, delivering all kinds of produce.
We were a large family which required a lot of
feeding so there was a steady stream of delivery
vans arriving at our house. Holts bakers of Lake
Lane, Barnham , alas no longer trading, used to
deliver bread three times a week, while Earleys
butchers of Barnham, still trading, used to
deliver on Tuesdays and Saturdays. Our general
groceries were delivered by Mr Wighton of
Middleton Stores, once a week and three pints of
milk appeared on our doorstep every morning at
about 6am by Saits Dairies of Middleton along with
bottles of orange which I believe were still under
rations in the early days. We also had the luxury
of fruit and vegetables being delivered although
dad grew most of the basic vegetables they still
needed to be supplemented with the more
specialised varieties. Our mobile greengrocer
was Don Boxall who would arrive with his van
full of fresh produce. He ran his business from

The Bilsham gang. Circa 1958 –
(photo - Allen Misselbrook)

Brow Cottage, now Hobdens Estate Agents. The
local Post Office and Haberdashers was run by
local brothers Jim and Gordon Diggance who
also provided a home delivery service whereby
Mum could order clothes and other garments
on account and Jim or his daughter Jenny would
call on a Saturday morning to deliver and collect
weekly payments. Should any further shopping
be required I was usually given a list and had
to walk up to Bilsham Stores or Hall Stores,
now Merry Meats, to buy them but I can never
remember having to pay. I can only assume that
Mum or Dad settled at the end of each week.
The walk from Bilsham wasn’t as dangerous as
it is today as there was a hardcore path laid all
the way from Bilsham to the Lamb pub, another
victim of progress. My fetch and carry services
were required again on most Friday lunchtimes
during school holidays when I was usually asked
by the farmhands to go to the backdoor of the
Lamb to collect bottles of Brickwoods Brown
Ale put there by the Landlord for the men to
enjoy during their lunch break.
Quite often, after tea during the week, most of
us youngsters would congregate in the drive of
the Old Farmhouse and join our fathers and men
folk for a game of football or cricket. A cricket
bat sawn from a plank of wood, a tennis ball and
an oil drum for the wicket would be produced,
two sides were picked and for the next couple
of hours, battle commenced. Football consisted
of the time honoured coats for goalposts and an
inflated plastic ball and grazed knees from the
gravel pitch.
For better or worse these days are now long
gone but hopefully not forgotten.
Allen Misselbrook
Yapton & Ford Local History Group
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The Maypole Inn, Yapton

Community Assets
by Andrew Gardiner, Clerk to Yapton Parish Council
In November the Parish Council received
a notification from the Arun District
Council regarding an application they had
received nominating that the Maypole Inn
be designated an Asset of Community
Value (see picture on front cover of this edition).

and private land and buildings to be included
on a register of ‘Assets of Community Value’.
If an asset included on the register is offered
for sale, the right is triggered. Those interested
in acquiring the asset will then have up to six
months to prepare a bid and compete to buy it.

The Parish Council was being advised that a
nomination had been received from the Western
Sussex Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale in
respect of the Maypole Inn.

The local community can use the Community
Right to Bid to nominate, and then bid for local
land and buildings including:

The Community Right to Bid was introduced by
the Localism Act 2011. It aims to keep valued
land and buildings in community use by giving
local people the chance to bid to buy them, if and
when they come onto the market. It also gives
local people the opportunity to nominate public

• Village halls

• Village shops
• Public houses
• Former schools
• Swimming pools
• A public open space

Footnote: Arun District Council has added the Maypole Inn to the list of Assets of Community Value.
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These might currently be in public ownership, but
they could also be owned by a private company
or an individual.
A building or other land is an Asset of Community
Value if its main use is (or has recently been) to
further the social wellbeing or social interests
of the local community and could do so in the
future. The Localism Act 2011 states that ‘social
interests’ include cultural, recreational and
sporting interests. Regulations list a number of
situations where land or buildings are exempted
from inclusion on the list or operation of the
moratorium. These include homes, hotels, assets
being transferred between kindred businesses,
and Church of England land holdings.
There are a number of community organisations
who can nominate land and buildings for inclusion
on the list:
• Parish councils
• Neighbourhood forums (as defined in
Neighbourhood Planning regulations)
• Unincorporated community groups of at
least 21 members
• Not-for-private-profit organisations
(e.g. charities)
Community organisations also have to have a
local connection, which means their activities
are wholly or partly concerned with the area, or
with a neighbouring authority’s area.
Anyone wishing to nominate land or a building
in the Arun district can use the online form on
their website, apply by email or send a request
to the Local Land Charges department of Arun
District Council. If the land or building is outside
the Arun District, the nomination should be sent
to the local authority for the area concerned.
The council will acknowledge all nominations,
and must decide whether the nominated land
or property should be included on its list of
Assets of Community Value within eight weeks
of receiving the nomination. Nominations which
meet statutory criteria will be added to the list
of assets of community value. The Owner of
the property has a right to appeal the Council’s
decision. The website at Arun District Council
shows a current list of assets recorded on the
register of ‘Assets of Community Value’.

The Community Right to Bid does not give a
right of first refusal to community organisations
to buy an asset that they successfully nominate
for inclusion on the Local Authority’s list. What
it does do is give time for them to put together
the funding necessary to bid to buy the asset on
the open market.
If an owner wants to sell property or land that
is on the list, they must tell the Local Authority.
If the nominating body is keen to develop a bid,
they can then call for the Local Authority to
trigger a moratorium period, during which time
the owner cannot proceed to sell the asset.
There are two moratorium periods. Both start
from the date the owner of the asset tells the
Local Authority of their intention to sell.
The first is the interim moratorium period,
which is six weeks, during which time community
organisations can decide if they want to be
considered as a potential bidder. If none do so,
the owner is free to sell their asset at the end
of the six weeks. The other is a full moratorium
period, which is six months, during which a
community organisation – having declared they
wish to bid – can develop a proposal and raise
the money required to bid to buy the asset.
Regulations list some situations where the
moratorium will not be applied, even when it is
an Asset of Community Value on the list. These
exceptions include the sale of assets from
one partner or another (for example in a
divorce).
Arun District Council now has an eight week
period to make a decision on the nomination
during which time the owners, the occupiers,
District Council Ward Members and the
Parish Council are contacted to be advised
of the nomination and to ask if there are any
comments either in support or objection to the
nomination. The Parish Council has unanimously
supported the nomination. Comments were due
to be submitted by 28th December 2015, and a
decision of the nomination was due to be made
by the 11th January 2016.
Further details about Assets of Community
Value can be found on the Arun District Council
Website at:
http://www.arun.gov.uk/main.cfm?type=
ASSETSOFCOMMUNITYV
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Around the
Village
Yapton & Ford History Group
Report by Allen Misselbrook
For the members and guests
attending the Yapton & Ford
History Group’s November
meeting
the
Christmas
festivities started early. They
were treated to illustrated talk on the history
of Pantomime enthusiastically presented by
professional Pantomime artist, Ian Gledhill.
Ian opened the talk with an account of his
personal history in the world of ‘panto’ having
worked with such stars as Julian Clary and John
Inman in many of the classic shows. He followed
this by taking us back to the roots of pantomime
in 17th century Italy where it developed as a
travelling show performed on a makeshift stage.
The cast consisted of four main characters –
an old man, Harlequin, Clown and a pretty girl
going by the name of Columbine.The story being
that Harlequin woos Columbine away from the
old man. The art form slowly spread through
France and finally to England where it ran into
a problem. Not many people understood Italian.
This was overcome by eliminating the dialogue
and becoming a mime show, hence ‘Panto –
mime’.
Going out for an evening at the Theatre during
the 17th century was an all evening affair when
the entertainment consisted of several short
plays which always ended with the light-hearted
‘panto’. This routine was started by John Rich,
owner of the Lincoln Inn Fields Theatre, in 1717.
The very first full length pantomime, Robinson
Crusoe, was staged in 1781. By 1850 it had
become what we recognise today as a traditional
Christmas production.
With the help of humorous anecdotes Ian
continued his talk by revealing the source of many
of the traditional pantomimes. These were based
on fairy tales written by the Grimm brothers in
1812 and by Frenchman Charles Perrault in the
1690’s. Although the most popular pantomime,
Cinderella, originated in China 1000 years ago

while the second most popular, Aladdin, came
from The Arabian Nights written 700 years ago.
Third place goes to an English fairy tale, Jack
and The Beanstalk, which first appeared as a
pantomime in 1819. We all know Snow White’s
dwarfs of course, Bashful, Grumpy etc. they owe
their names, not to tradition but to Walt Disney.
Should anyone wish to stage a production they
cannot use these names unless they pay the Walt
Disney Corporation a hefty sum in fees.
Finally, the tradition of Principal boys being
played by women and the Dames being played
by men has its origins in history. During Elizabeth
1st reign it was illegal for women to act on the
stage so all parts were played by men. Charles
2nd changed that in 1662 but some women’s
characters were still played by men. During
the 18th century when boy characters had to
sing there was a problem due to their voices
breaking. This problem was solved by giving the
parts to girls. Latterly the role of Principal boy
has been taken back by men usually by some pop
or television star, while it is still customary to
give all comic women’s parts to men.
The Group’s Christmas meeting continued the
entertainment theme when the members and
guests welcomed Trevor Jennings, the longest
serving Punch and Judy man in the country. He
delighted the audience with anecdotes from his
67 years in the business. He brought with him his
collection of puppets which had been made for
him and had used for many years.
His father was a magician and introduced 8 year
old Trevor to the entertainment business over
Christmas in 1940. His parents presented him
with a set of celluloid puppets and built him a
reduced sized booth to perform in. He went on
to say how, with the support of his father, he
became a professional Punch & Judy man giving
his first professional show as the support act in
Continued Overleaf ➣
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his father’s Magic Show in Bognor in Jan 1943. He
had a set of ten traditional puppets made which
lasted for 17 years. His popularity increased with
a total of 24 shows the following year. Trevor
decided to retire from showing publically 5 years
ago but on the suggestion of a friend he started
giving talks about his life in the business.
Trevor
finished
by
parading all his puppets
one at a time and how he
would always be on the
look-out in shops, carboot sales and the like for items which would
enhance his characters for little or no cost.
His talk ended with a question and answer
session followed by a selection of Christmas
nibbles and a glass of wine provided generously
by members of the Group.
Allen Misselbrook
Tel: 01243 552715 Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk
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Yapton Free Church
Report by Jo Jeffers
Wishing you a very Happy and
blessed New Year from all of
us at Yapton Free Church. We
hope 2016 will be an amazing
year for you.
We enjoyed a wonderful festive Candle Lit
Carol Service on 20th December where we
were reminded what Christmas is really about,
Emmanuel…. God with us. For God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. Wow … I imagine not even the best
Christmas gift ever, comes close to God’s gift to
us. However, on Christmas morning the children
‘young and old’ were keen to share the good gifts
they had been given and for the little ones the
gifts did became the temporary main thing!!
Over 2016 we encourage and would welcome
young and old to join us at one of our services
or groups run in and for the community. We
begin the year with our popular Alpha supper
on Wednesday 20th January at 7:30pm. You are

invited to join us for a delicious FREE three
course dinner and a brief introduction to the
Alpha course. Do let the office know if you are
planning on joining us. Shannon and Katie also
run a youth Alpha for teens which young people
are welcome to join.
On a Wednesday morning during term time we
hold our popular parent and toddlers group from
10 am – 12 pm at the Old Church Building. All
babies and preschool children with their parents/
carers are very welcome to come along and enjoy
a time for the little ones to play, do craft activities
and sing nursery rhymes whilst the adults sit and
relax with a cuppa and biscuits.
We hold a Men’s Breakfast once a month,
normally on the first Saturday of the month.
8:00am until 10:00am approximately. It is very
much an open gathering of men across the village
who have a hunger for good food and to grow
in God. We have a variety of menus we cook on
different months; from a traditional “full English”
to scrambled eggs and kippers to a healthy
continental style breakfast.

This breakfast takes place in several different
locations as seen in the photographs, although
mostly at the Old Church Building. We also
meet at Gaston Farm in Slindon over Easter, and
on the Yapton Village Green during the Summer
Holiday Club.We do not charge for the breakfast
however voluntary donations are welcome
towards the cost of the catering.
On a Friday night the youth meet at the Old
Church Building from 7:30pm - 9:30pm for 1114 year olds and 7:30pm - 10:30pm for 14-16
year olds. A space where youth can come and
hang out, play a variety of games & hear some
good news for a change.The ‘subs’ is just £1 each
that help to keep the equipment we use and do
fun things throughout the year. We are a friendly
bunch of youth so why not come and check us
out.
In September 2015 we made a bit of a change to
our monthly Funday Sunday service and trialled
a Family Funday Sunday service. This has worked
really well and includes all the fun from our

Most months we have a guest speaker and in
2015 we enjoyed a wide variety of speakers
which included Roy Connor, Rupert Head
(Diplomat – Naval Attaché based in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia), Richard Hayes (Reverend of St. Mary’s,
Yapton), Joe Gisbey (Arun Community Church),
Gerald Sercombe (elder of Yapton Free Church
and farmer at Gaston Farm), Steve Jenkins and
Barteld Van Derroest. Each of these men shared
and inspired us with their stories. You can listen
to their talks on the Yapton free church webpage
under ‘Men’s Breakfasts’ or alternatively join us
for the first Saturday of the month in February at
the Old Church Building.
Soup from Heaven Coffee Morning

Continued Overleaf ➣
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regular children’s Funday Sunday service with
an emphasis on the whole family and a short
slot just for the adults whilst the children take
part in their own activities. We have particularly
appreciated all the hard work from the youth and
young adults from Yapton Free Church who have
worked hard putting together sketches/games/
quizzes and a spectacular Christmas dance with
onesies and Christmas jumpers!! The little ones
from the Shine Group (who meet for an after
school club with Stacey and others) after school
every Thursday, have also contributed with some
lovely action songs and brought their parents
along to enjoy the fun. Our next Family Funday
Service will be on Sunday 7th February Yapton
Village Hall, 10:30am – 12pm. Do come and
join us.
Preparations are already underway at Gaston
Farm, Slindon for this years ‘Open Lambing’,
which begins on Saturday 19th March until Sunday
17th April. Official set up begins on Saturday 5th
March and training volunteers on Saturday 12th
March at Gaston Farm. If you are interested in
volunteering or visiting the farm this year go to
www.gastonfarm.com for more information. Last
year the farm raised over £35,000.00 for the
projects we support in South Africa, Mongolia,
Zambia, Burundi and Nepal.
After the earthquake in Nepal last year it is so
good to know that we can do something to
support those who are struggling in difficult
circumstances. This February Hugo and Hanneke
will be taking a team out to Nepal to see how
things have moved on since the earthquake
and to offer whatever assistance is needed to
Bharat and Tara, the children’s home, the local
communities and schools.
It is fantastic seeing how the activities in our local
community not only bless Yapton but have a far
reaching effect across the world. Yapton News
previously featured an article on the charity
Soup from Heaven set up by Veyanke Hodson a
member of Yapton Free Church. In November
2015 local people came together for a Soup
from Heaven Coffee morning at the Old Church
Building in Yapton raising £480 which will go
directly to the work in Cape Town. In the photo’s
you can see we had fun selling homemade crafts/
cakes, fresh coffee and just enjoying time together.
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Thank you to all local residents who came along
to support the morning. Will Hawks and his Dad,
Reg also had fun setting up and demonstrating
their model train set which was appreciated by
all. Later this Summer Paula and Reg are planning
to take a team to South Africa, and visit Ray of
Sunshine House (the children’s home), and (the
Soup Kitchen in Cape Town).
Maybe Nepal and South Africa are not places you
would choose to venture to, but if you are local
and looking for a church in the New Year you
would be very welcome to join us at any one of
our services, alpha course or community groups.
If you want more information you can go to our
website www.yaptonfreechurch.net or call the
office on 01243 552233.
Once again a very Happy New Year to you all.
Yapton Community
Coffee Morning
Report by Elsie Nichols
Looking back over the year, the
Coffee group has had a very
successful year. We were happy
to donate to several charities this year and to
other local events. Over the year we welcomed
new guests, some of whom remain with us, and
we would be happy to welcome more people to
join us.
Our periodical raffles have been a success, and
our members have been very supportive, some
have generously given some of the prizes, and a
big thank you to them.
On the 16th December we had our Christmas
Party and Raffle, this brings our 2015 meetings
to a close, we re-commence on Wednesday 13th
January 2016.
On behalf of the Coffee Group, we wish everyone
good health and happiness in the New Year. Many
thanks also to Mr Gardiner, the editor of “Yapton
News” for all his hard work, and we wish him
continuing success in 2016.
Yapton is an ever growing community and we
hope some of the new villagers will join us in
the future. We meet every Wednesday morning
in Yapton Village Hall from 10.30am to 12 noon,
and you are sure of a good welcome. There are
no entry fees to pay.

Yapton & District
Cottage Gardeners’
Society
Report by Anne Hollis

The Walberton
Decorative & Fine Arts
Society
Report by Elisabeth Sturt

I hope everyone enjoyed the
recent festivities and is now
ready to think about spring and hopefully lighter
evenings with some better weather.

On Tuesday 8th December 60
or so members of this branch of
NADFAS enjoyed a very sociable mince pie (or
two) with a glass of mulled wine in preparation
for the festive season.

The Cottage Gardeners’ first event of 2016 is
an evening meeting at 7.30pm on January 27th.
This will be an illustrated talk by Mark Saunders
– the head gardener at Fittleworth House. Mark
regularly shows and judges, and will be giving a
talk entitled ‘Tips on Showing’. He will be looking
at horticulture and photography and the talk
should prove very useful to people who may
be considering showing for the first time, or for
more experienced people, it is an opportunity
to learn how to increase their skills.
The next event on the calendar is the
Primrose Sale on February 6th. Come and
find some primroses and other plants/bulbs
that will brighten up the garden for spring.
Our membership secretary will be available to
anyone who would like to join the Society as the
membership year commences at the beginning
of 2016. The cost is £6 per household. The sale is
from 10am-12md, so come early to get the best
selection of plants.
Both these events take place in the Club Room of
the Village Hall; teas/coffees and David’s famous
cakes will be available for refreshment after the
hard work of listening to a speaker or choosing
the right colour primroses!!!
Our annual barn dance takes place on Friday
March 4th at 8pm. The doors will open at
7.30pm with a limited bar being available from
that time.There will be a live band and caller with
a ploughman’s supper provided in the interval.
Details of ticket price and where to buy will be
on posters around the village during February.
Please put the date in your diary.
The first show of the year coincides with the
March issue of Yapton News, so here are the
details. It is on March 19th and is open to the
public from 2pm-4pm in the Village Hall. If you
are interested in showing please come along
to the Primrose Sale when schedules will be
available. Perhaps you are new to Yapton; if so,
please come along to one or all of our events.
You will be very welcome.

The first meeting of the New Year is back on
the regular fourth Tuesday of the month (26th
January) and features an illustrated talk with the
intriguing title Inn Signia: The Artwork & stories
behind peculiar pub names: through inn signs
John Ericson will explore a rich tradition of folkart and social history; one hopes that Yapton’s
own late and lamented Should of Mutton and
Cucumbers will get an honourable mention!
In February (Tuesday 23rd) Brian Stater’s Great
Photographs of the 20th Century focuses on images
which ‘explore the depth of human experience in
a spirit of optimism and compassion’.
In March (Tuesday 22nd) James Allen will present
The Art of Arabic Calligraphy, an introduction to
the supreme art form of the Islamic world.
We welcome new members and occasional
visitors to our meetings which take place on the
fourth Tuesday of the month at Yapton and Ford
Village Hall: doors open at 1.30pm when tea and
coffee are available before the lecture starts at
2.15. Entry for non-members is £6. Details are
available on the website www.walbertonfas.org.
uk or from me on 01243 551292.
1st Yapton
Guides Group
Report by Catherine Hawkins
Happy New Year! I hope that
you had a lovely Christmas and that 2016 is
getting off to a great start. Last term was very
busy and all of the Yapton Girlguiding units did
lots of different activities.
Our oldest members, the Rangers, had a busy
half term planning their Annual Christmas
Charity Fundraising Event. This year’s mince pie
and mulled wine evening was a huge success around 30 guests came and £80 was raised for
local charity, Life Centre. Another fun evening
was the Scalextric competition which all of the
girls became very competitive about but enjoyed
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Around the Village
immensely! The Rangers finished off the term by
going to The Oystercatcher in Clymping for a
Christmas Meal!
The Guides have been exceptionally busy this
term working on their Team Player badge. They
gave up one weekend to do bag packing at a
local supermarket to raise funds for the unit
and The Sussex Snowdrop Trust; and some of
the girls spent some time at Basecamp doing
conservation work for the National Trust. The
unit also celebrated the achievements of five
Guides from Yapton who have earned the Baden
Powell Challenge Award.This is the highest award
a Guide can achieve and we are very proud of
their hard work! The girls finished the term off
with a tasty chocolate evening.
The Brownies have been working on activities
based on a Winter theme - they finished off
the term with a joint Winter Wonderland party
with the Rainbows. Next term, the girls will be
focusing on cooking including trying a range of
breads and making different sandwiches, trying
some Chinese food and making Valentine’s
cookies.
This term our youngest members, the Rainbows,
had a construction games evening where they
played lots of challenging team games. Several
of the Rainbows had great fun attending the
Christingle service at St Mary’s Church – it was
lovely to join together with the community to
celebrate this special time of year. The Yapton
Rainbows also had the opportunity to meet up
with the Barnham Rainbows for a joint Christmas
craft evening.
All in all, the units have had a great run up to
Christmas and are looking forward to all of the
new and exciting activities in the New Year.
Yapton and
Ford Cub Pack
Report by Katrina McAnaspie
I’m writing this as our Autumn
term comes to a close and
can’t believe how much we
have managed to fit in. We’ve started work on
the new challenge badges, which were introduced
earlier this year and we enjoyed a night hike
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around Swanbourne Lake in Arundel, which
gave everyone an opportunity to compare torch
strength! The Scout Group’s annual bonfire and
firework display went ahead as usual. Despite
rain earlier in the day we had a good turnout,
as we did for both the dedication of the new
plaque on the village hall and the Remembrance
Day service at Ford Airfield.
At the end of November we had a Christmas
craft day and a lovely Christingle Service at St
Mary’s Church with the wonderful Reverend
Richard, rounded off with a sleepover at our
HQ, which was attended by almost all the Cubs,
including eight who had not slept away before.
Having asked the Cubs, the majority agreed that
the highlight of their term was spending two
weeks at the Chichester Ronin Judo Club, who
welcomed us to their Dojo and taught the Cubs
how to fall safely, throw each other with care
and respect, get away from someone who has
grabbed them by the wrist and a whole host of
pins and holds - more than we ever imagined the
children would learn in two weeks and I would
like to thank the Judo Club Coaches for their
patience and enthusiasm. We finished the term
at Out of Bounds in Rustington, where the Cubs
enjoyed an evening of climbing all sorts of walls
and ladders and a brave few even completed the
leap of faith. The leaders were very proud of
their “have a go” attitude, no matter how high
they climbed, everyone joined in and did their
best, which is what we ask of them.
Katrina McAnaspie, Cub Scout Leader
Yapton and Ford
Village Hall
Report by Derek Ambler
Our Quiz night at the end of
November was a social and
financial success, raising a little
over £250 for the Village Hall funds, and thanks
to our Quizmaster, Nigel, who set questions with
a seasonal theme, there was a happy Christmassy
atmosphere. We hope to repeat the occasion
next year probably in mid June, date to be
announced.
Back in last March’s edition of the Yapton News
we reported the gift to the Hall of the Yapton sign
from the old Signal Box that stood by the North
End Road Level crossing. This was purchased
by Jim Payne and Jon Carver of the Yapton and

Cubs at Out of Bounds, Rustington

Cubs at Chichester Ronin Judo Club
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Ford History Group at auction and donated for
display in the Hall. This has finally happened and
the sign together with photographs of the Signal
Box and level crossing now adorn our entrance
foyer, enjoying a well lit display thanks to the new
lighting recently installed.

every month and evening meetings on the third
Tuesday of every month. Please refer to our
website villagecomputerclub@org.uk or use the
link to our Facebook site www.facebook.com/
village.computer.club for further information on
meetings.

On the subject of lighting, the lamps over the
pathway outside the Hall on the playing field side,
have all been renewed with brighter bulbs which
should be more economical as far as electricity
costs are concerned. This was made possible by
grants from Yapton and Ford Parish Councils
who are such good supporters of our efforts to
enhance the Village Hall.

Lately Windows 10 seems to have been our
major topic of conversation at meetings, some
love it some not, personally I’m quite impressed
by it, although I did run in to a log in process that
I found annoying. I can’t see the need for a formal
security log in or PIN number when I’m the only
person using my computer or and it never leaves
the house. However a search on Google came up
with the solution to my problem.

Geoff our Treasurer was shocked at the high
prices quoted to him for cleaning out the Hall
gutters, so recruited Jim Payne and Jon Carver
to help him one Saturday morning to remove the
accumulated leaves and moss that was blocking
the gutters. A messy job, well done and deserving
of our thanks to all three of them.
We are now in the position to be able to
purchase new seating for the main hall as
a result of receiving various grants for this
purpose.These should be in evidence early in the
New Year.
The management committee hope to continue
improving the facilities within the hall in 2016
and wish all users of the hall and Villagers in
general a very happy new year.
Village Computer Club
Report by Peter Smith
With winter on us, almost
unexpectedly, it’s not a time
for going out into the cold and
dark, so we have been testing day time meetings.
Our first meeting was on the 1st of December
and we were pleased that three potential new
members turned up; hopefully as we learn what
new members need help with, the numbers will
expand. Incidentally everyone of any age with all
levels of experience are welcome.
Our next formal meeting is on the 19th January
at our usual time of 7.30pm but I guess by time
you read this that will have passed. The next day
time meeting is the 2nd of February with the
next evening meeting on the 16th of February.
This will take us back into our regular schedule
of day time meetings on the first Tuesday of
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If your laptop or tablet does a lot of travelling
around with you and others have access to it say
at work it probably makes sense to have separate
log in security for each user so others can’t
accidentally or maliciously view your activity,
particularly if you do your banking online.
Our last formal presentation meeting was
on the subject of Google Chromebooks, not
to be confused with other Google products.
Chromebooks are relatively inexpensive
computers, usually laptops, as much of the
normal internal disk drives etc aren’t there,
they work by connecting through Wi-Fi internet
connection. Amongst the advantages are low
prices in the first instance, simplicity of use and
most importantly access to the latest updated
programmes. Information is stored within the
“Cloud” for you so you can gain access whenever
you can get Wi-Fi access making it very useful
if you move around a lot, that in itself is its
weakness in the UK as Wi-Fi is not currently as
wide spread as it needs to be.
If you would like more details on Chromebooks
I can email it to you as a PDF, please contact me
on Chairman-wvcc@mail.com.
I hope you had a good Christmas and New Year
and we hope to see you at one of our meetings
in the future, please remember we are open to
users of all levels. Meetings held at the Barnham
Community Hall, Barnham.
Or look on Facebook for up to date information
www.facebook/village.computer.club,
our
website address is www.villagecomputerclub.
org.uk or email Chairman-wvcc@mail.com for
more information.

Yapton
Women’s Institute
Report by Alison Coote
We celebrated our 17th
birthday in November, with a
splendid cake made by one of
our members. Gill Avery came to lead us in
country dancing, and managed to get all of us
dancing in the right direction, even those with
two left feet.
December is our Christmas celebration, and
this year we were entertained by our very own
“Yapton Village Entertainers”, who had prepared
a programme of songs and recitations for us. We
followed this with a delicious buffet to really get
ourselves in a festive mood. At the end of the
meeting our secret Santa appeared in person,
and everyone went home with a small gift.
Yapton Village WI meets once a month on the
3rd Tuesday, at 10am, in Yapton Village Hall. We
usually have a speaker, and there is time to chat
over a cuppa and a biscuit, a raffle, and a bringand-buy sales table. So if you are looking to meet
new people and friends, then we would love to
see you. There is no age limit, and you do not
have to be retired to join the WI.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 19th January, and
we will be auctioning our unwanted Christmas
gifts, and eating up leftover chocolates. For
further information, please contact our president,
Mrs. Margaret Bennet - 01243 584395

To Advertise in

Yapton News

Yapton Evergreen’s
Report by Pam Evans
As usual we have been very
active with a full Christmas
program. Stacey Turner came
to entertain us before we
enjoyed a cream tea. we had a carvery lunch at
The Beresford Hotel, Middleton, a very enjoyable
afternoon.
A group of us went to a Victorian Christmas at
Portsmouth Dockyard, exhausting but a great
way to get into the spirit of Christmas.
The choir from Yapton Primary School came and
sang carols to us, 32 children and all of us in the
club room was very cosy.
Our annual Christmas dinner was at The Robin
Hood, Shripney. As usual they did us proud, the
transport was provided by a £100 donation.
An old fashioned Christmas party finished the
year, jelly, blancmange, fruit salad all the good old
things that we had as kids. After pass the parcel,
charades etc we were entertained by Joan’s niece
who was over from Australia, she goes to music
college in Perth and her singing was amazing.
The new year promises to be better than ever
with a very full program planned. If you would
like to join us please call me on 01243-868684
or 07796-657081, or see the notice board for
details.
Happy New Year to all our members past,
present and in the future.
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Give us a Go!
We know we can offer you the best in quality commercial
printing, service, expertise, creativity, efficiency, pricing and
much more...
And... if that’s not enough to entice you to jump ship... we
will throw in 10% extra for FREE.
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So, what are you waiting for... take the plunge...

Make the smart switch let Wizzi work wonders
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Notes of the Council Meeting on 11th January 2016
Council Budget and Council Tax for 2016/17 – The Council considered a report from the Clerk and Responsible
Financial Officer regarding the Council’s draft budget for the financial year 2016/17 and the prospects for the Council
Tax. The Council agreed to continue provision for spending on services and the activities it provides at the current levels
which produced a forecast total expenditure for 2016/17 of £52,500. The total forecast income is expected to be £5,190
which includes the reduced level of income from the Council Tax Benefit Grant received from Arun District Council, This
results in Net Expenditure of £47,310 to be funded from a combination of the Council Tax and Reserves and Balances.
Once the Budget was agreed the Council, The Council considered the level of the Precept it would set which itself then
determines the amount of Council Tax payable on each property in Yapton. The Council agreed to increase the Council
Tax payable from the 1st April 2016 by 10.0%. This would result in a Band D equivalent Council Tax for Yapton of £33.33,
an annual increase of £3.03 or around 6p per week per property.
Community Assets – The Council considered a report from the Clerk of the Council regarding the Community Right
to Bid which was introduced by the Localism Act 2011 and which aims to keep valued land and buildings in community
use by giving local people the chance to bid to buy them, if and when they come onto the market. It gives local people the
opportunity to nominate public and private land and buildings to be included on a register of ‘Assets of Community Value’
(See article on pages 14 and 15 in this magazine). The Council heard that the Maypole Inn, Maypole Lane in Yapton had
recently been designated as an Asset of Community Value by Arun District Council. The Council decided that there were
no were no other assets in the Parish they wished to see designated as an Asset of Community Value at the present time.
New Parish Council Website – The provision of reliable website and e-mail facilities are an essential part of the
provision of local services to the public, and to effectively communicate with Council Members and the local community.
The termination of the existing website management arrangements has given the Council the opportunity to update its
facilities. The Council considered a report from the Clerk of the Council (see article on pages 4 and 5 in this magazine)
and endorsed the selection of e-mango as its website management and e-mail hosting provider. The Council agreed to
allocate £50 in vouchers as a prize for the winner of a competition to design a new logo for the Parish Council which can
be used on all future Parish Council literature and on the new website (see advert on page 5). The competition is open
to all young people living in Yapton including those attending the local Primary School.
Parking in Bilsham Road – The Council received an update on the latest position regarding the vehicles parked
at or around a property in Bilsham Road. A meeting was held at the end of November with the main organisations
responsible for progressing the matter and those most closely affected by the issues. Arun District Council is continuing
to work with the Parish Council and other agencies to try and resolve the problem using all remedies available to it
including consideration of using the powers contained in the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. As
previously reported, this may take some time to progress and for the public to see improvements in the street scene and
local vicinity.
Planning Applications – The Council was made aware of a Public Consultation exercise currently being carried out by
a developer for the provision of 108 homes on land south of Burndell Road. The Consultation is being held in advance of
a formal planning application being submitted to the planning authority Arun District Council. Some local residents have
received a leaflet giving details of how to comment on the proposed scheme. Once the planning application has been
formally registered with Arun District Council, the Parish Council and local residents will have an opportunity to consider
the plans and make any comments to the District Council.
Planning Appeal – Planning Application (Y/60/14|OUT) for 100 dwellings on land to the south of Ford Lane
and east of North End Road,Yapton) – The appeal relating to the above planning application, is awaiting review and a
decision by the Secretary of State for Communities.The Planning Inspectorate reference is APP/C3810/A/14/2228260 and
their website indicates that it has not yet been determined at the time of Parish Council Meeting.
Allotments – The Council has some vacancies at its Allotments site in Cinders Lane, off Bilsham Road, Yapton which
will cost £30.00 per annum per plot from April 2016. Details from the Clerk or from Mick Caiger on 01243 552435).

Next meeting:
14th March 2016 – Planning Committee at 7pm & Parish Council at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Meetings are open to the public and you are very welcome to attend.

YAPTON NEWS
Editor:

Andrew Gardiner, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW
Tel: 01243 859141 email: clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk web: www.yaptonpc.gov.uk

Contributions, preferably by email, to the Editor at the above address.The Editor reserves the right to edit all articles or letters
received for publication.The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council except
where specifically indicated.
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DMCHAINSAWS

H Husqvarna
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Chainsaws, Strimmers
 Mowers, Garden Tractors
 Blowers, Compactor Plates
Rotovators, Protective Clothing



We also supply Robin, Hayter, Makita, Oregon,
Equipment Spares and Protective Wear

01243 554065

Walberton Park Farm, Yapton Lane
Walberton, Arundel BN18 0AS
www.dmchainsaws.com
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