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Thursday
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9.30AM TO 12.30PM
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Yapton & Ford Local History Group
Monday June 6th
‘What’s in a Name’
The pursuit of meaning in local place
names. An Illustrated talk by Tom Little
Monday July 4th
‘Highdown and the Stern Family’
An Illustrated talk by Chris Hare
Yapton and Ford Local History Group
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A

very
warm
welcome
to
the May 2016
edition
of
your
Yapton News. As I
am writing this at
the end of April
the
temperatures
outside are more
like a cool autumn
day and it’s quite
breezy – lets hope that Summer weather
and warmer days and nights are on their
way. One good thing about this time of
the year is the ever extending daylight
hours, no excuse for not being able to
go for that walk in the evening or get
some of those outstanding jobs done in
the garden.
I am delighted to report that we had 3 local
people put themselves forward for the vacant
Councillor position on the Parish Council
following the resignation of Martin Dean. The
panel interviewed 2 of those who had applied
and is recommending to the Parish Council
on the 9th May to appoint one of those to the
vacant position. Brief details of the new Parish
Councillor who has been appointed can be
found in the section “Notes from the Council
Meeting” on page 31 of this edition of the
Yapton News.
Included in this edition of the Yapton News,
is the Chairman’s Report on the work of the
Parish Council over the past year which is
reproduced in full. It’s a timely reminder
for me of the wide variety of activities and
functions which the Council is involved
with over the year. One of the primary local
functions of the Council is the review of all
Planning Applications for the parish which
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have been submitted to Arun District Council,
as the local Planning Authority, and on which
the Parish Council is given the opportunity to
comment.
The report indicates that fewer applications
were received in the past year, but recently an
application for outline planning permission
was received and considered by the Planning
Committee for 108 houses on land off Burndell
Road. Once again, this application has been
submitted by the developer whilst the Arun
Local Plan is in a state of flux. The Planning
Committee has objected to the application
on many grounds, including the fact that the
site was not included for development in the
“made” Yapton Neighbourhood Plan, which
was agreed following the local referendum in
October 2014. We hope the District Planning
Authority will reject it too.
At the time of writing we are still waiting to
hear the outcome of the appeal which was
heard last July on the proposal to build 100
new homes on land to the north of St Mary’s
Church in Yapton. The Council understands
that the announcement of the result of the
appeal by the Secretary of State is imminent.
The decision is awaited with eager anticipation,
as a decision to agree to the proposal would
be against the sites included in the Yapton
Neighbourhood Plan, and would be seen as a
sign that all the hard work of local people in
preparing the plan would have been in vain.
We hope that the appeal will be dismissed and
that the wishes of the local people regarding
the sites for development in the village as set
out in the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan will be
taken into account.

Andrew Gardiner

Editor. clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk

Cover picture: Hoe Lane, Flansham by Andy Faulkner
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Parish of Yapton Annual
Parish Meeting

Chairman’s
Report 2015/2016
Introduction
This report covers the twelve month period
since the last Annual Parish Meeting on 18th
May 2015. It is my ninth report to you as
Chairman of the Parish Council.
The Parish Council is composed of 10
elected members who serve for a 4 year
period. The last scheduled Parish Council
elections took place in May 2015. However,
only 4 nominations were received by the
closing date and these four people were
returned without the need for any election.
The Parish Council set about the process
for finding the 6 remaining members of the
Council and 7 applications were received for
the vacant positions. Following interviews
by the remaining 4 Councillors, the Parish
Council formally co-opted these people to
the Council.
In August 2015, the resignation was received
from Simon Payne and following the required
public notice period, the Council advertised
the vacancy and stated that it would be
filled by co-option. Three people applied
and following interview Mrs Vicky Newman
was appointed to the Parish Council.
In March 2016, a further resignation was
received from Martin Dean and the Council
will be appointing a new Member to the
vacant position at it’s meeting on 9th May
2016.
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Over the last 12 months there have been six
meetings of the full Parish Council and two
meetings of the Planning Committee. The
Council decided that as there were only
four members initially, the Parish Council
would deal with the planning applications
received for the Parish. In January 2016, it
was agreed that the Planning Committee
would be reconvened to deal with all
planning matters from that date forward.
At the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
in May 2015, I was re-elected as Chairman
with Dan Goddard being appointed as ViceChairman at a subsequent meeting once the
full complement of Councillors had been
appointed.
Yapton is represented at the County
Council by two members of the UKIP
party, Joan Phillips and Graham Jones who
were elected in May 2013 to represent the
Middleton Division (which includes Yapton)
and Felpham Division (which includes Hoe
Lane) respectively. I have been pleased that
Joan Phillips has been able to attend some
of our meetings.
Derek Ambler and I were elected to
serve on Arun District Council as the
two representatives for the Yapton ward
at the elections for the District Council
representatives which took place on the 7th
May 2015. Paul English and David Edwards
represent Hoe Lane residents on the

District Council as Flansham falls within the
Felpham East ward.
What do we do?
For those who may be new to the village, the
parish services include responsibility for and
maintaining the King George V Playing Field,
the two village car parks, the skate park,
the children’s play area, a range of outdoor
exercise equipment, the all-purpose floodlit
sports enclosure and adjacent youth
shelter, the picnic tables and seats on the
playing field, the litter collection service, an
allotments site, bus shelters, as well as some
street lighting and financial support for the
village hall and voluntary organisations.
The Council has representatives on outside
bodies which oversee and manage various
functions and activities impacting on the
local area.A key role, which is discussed later,
is the Council’s role in the planning function,
particularly with regard to the vetting of all
planning applications for the parish.
The Council also maintains a website www.
yaptonpc.gov.uk which was renewed during
the year and contains information about
the Parish, the Council and its meetings.
The Council also publish, after each Parish
Council meeting, the Yapton News, a bimonthly magazine for residents, which
not only includes information about the
Parish Council’s activities but also includes,
amongst other things, reports from clubs
and organisations which operate in the
village. Yapton News is delivered free of
charge to every household in the village
by a team of volunteers. We are currently
approaching 1900 households in the parish,
an increase of over 180 properties in the
last year.
Recreational facilities in
Yapton
The contract for grass cutting on the playing

field for the three years from 2014 - 2017 is
performed by George Burley Ltd of Dorking.
The contractor undertakes grass cutting
for many West Sussex schools and has a
local depot at Halnaker, near Chichester.
The Parish contract provides for the field
to be cut on a fortnightly basis (weather
permitting), normally on Thursdays, although
there is provision for extra cuts and for it to
be rolled if these are needed.

Play Equipment, Playing Field, Yapton

The Parish Council prides itself in maintaining
all the play equipment to a high standard and
carrying out promptly any repairs which
may be needed. It is encouraging therefore,
when you look at its overall condition, to
realise that it is now 15 years since the
children’s play area was opened to mark the
Queen’s Golden Jubilee. Regular inspections
of both the play area and equipment and the
gym equipment is undertaken to ensure the
equipment remains safe and fit for purpose.
I am pleased to report that the gym
equipment is still well used, and it is a range
of active equipment such as would be found
in any good gymnasium in the country.
Please continue to use this facility which
everyone in the village can use and enjoy
free of charge whilst exercising in the fresh
air!
The skate park continues to be hugely
popular with our youngsters and the envy
of many of our neighbours. Indeed we
know that youngsters travel from Clymping,
Ford, Barnham and Walberton and even
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further afield, to use the facilities and this
is encouraging because it also brings in
business for the shops in the village. The
Council is currently investigating what needs
to be done to the grass banks to bring them
up to a good standard by the time of the
school holidays in the summer.

four days starting on the 7th July 2015, and
the decision was expected before Christmas
2015. At the time of writing the Secretary of
State has still not issued his decision on the
appeal, some nine months after the hearing.
It is expected to be announced at any time.

Planning matters
Over the past year the Council, and latterly
the Planning Committee, has carefully
vetted all the planning applications which
have been submitted for Yapton - some
44 in total (compared to 59 the previous
year). The majority of these were relatively
straightforward household applications, but
as in the previous year a major application
was submitted on behalf of a developer for
a housing development on land off Burndell
Road.
An objection has been raised to this
particular application, as the site is not
identified for development in the Yapton
Neighbourhood Plan. A special meeting of
the Planning Committee was held on the
18th April 2016 to agree a response to the
District Council before it determined the
Planning Application. Taking the year as a
whole, the Planning Committee, following
careful consideration has registered
objections, with appropriate reasons, to 7
planning applications in Yapton.
In July a number of local residents attended a
Public Appeal Hearing at the offices of Arun
District Council on an application submitted
by Keith Langmead to build houses on
land at the rear of St Mary’s Church. The
original planning application for 250 homes
provoked significant opposition within
the village, that the developer submitted
a revised application for up to 100 homes
on this site. The planning application was
refused planning permission by the District
Council. The appeal hearing took place for
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Land North of St. Mary’s Church,
Yapton

If you have a concern about a particular
planning application in the village please
do contact the Chairman of the Planning
Committee or the Clerk. In this connection
residents may also be interested to know
that the Parish Council has published on
its website guidance about the procedure
to follow when responding to planning
applications.
Yapton CE Primary School
The Parish Council has endeavoured to
maintain its links with the local primary
school in Yapton which the majority of
children in the village attend. We look
forward to further developing the links
and relationship which has been built up
between the school, parish council and the
community.
Allotments
Following his retirement as a Parish
Councillor, Mr Mick Caiger has been
appointed by the Parish Council to continue
in his role of managing and overseeing the
Parish Council’s Allotment site in Cinders
Lane, and we thank him for all the work he

does behind the scenes to ensure everything
runs smoothly.
There are currently vacancies on one and a
half plots and I hope these can be filled as
soon as possible.
Policing in Yapton and the
Neighbouring Villages
The Council noted the contents of a
letter dated 2nd March 2016 from Chief
Inspector Justin Burtenshaw, the Arun &
Chichester District Commander, which
informed the Parish Council that Sussex
Police are currently going through some
transformational changes, both in terms of
its staffing and role. He also provided an
update on the Local Policing Programme
(LPP) and how this has changed in
Chichester and Arun Districts.
The letter stated that since taking over as
The Chief Inspector for both the Chichester
and Arun District in November 2014 he had
been working to combine resources from
both districts to ensure that the Police can
tackle issues quickly and effectively. This has
been very successful in focusing on both
crime and anti-social behavior.
Part of the ongoing work of the LPP is to
modernize the work that the Police do. This
includes ensuring that all activity is based on
Threat, Harm and Risk; targeting offenders
and protecting the most vulnerable people
in our neighbourhoods. Under the current
operating model of PCSOs this is not always
easy. With PCSOs having geographical
responsibility for a specific area, this often
means when they are away or tasked with
other things work is delayed. The PCSOs
are currently going through a consultation
process and as of 3rd July they will begin a
new role. Whilst it may not seem that much
will have changed, they will be upskilling
them to be able to investigate more

offences, including taking basic statements.
They will have additional powers. Rather
than having a named PCSO for the area we
will have access to a whole team of PCSOs.
They will be deployed based on Threat,
Harm and Risk and work with us and other
partners in problem solving. In the future
there will, undoubtedly, be less PCSOs than
now, although the final total is uncertain
and will very much depend on how many
remain through the consultation process.
The Council resolved to request that Chief
Inspector Justin Burtenshaw be invited
to attend the July meeting of the Parish
Council to discuss these changes in the
LPP and matters relating to speeding in
the village and traffic matters around the
Primary School in North End Road.
Working with our
Neighbourhood Police Team
Karen Pereira has been the Police
Community Support Officer for the village
for the last year. Karen’s working ‘patch’
also included the parishes of Ford and
Clymping nearby. Karen has been holding a
drop-in for residents of Yapton on a monthly
basis in the Yapton & Ford Village Hall,
but as these were poorly attended these
were cancelled part way through the year.
The Council continued to make provision
for liaison meetings to take place with the
Police involving representatives from the
parishes of Yapton, Ford and Clymping.
Yapton Community
Emergency Plan
A meeting of the Group of Volunteers who
had come forward to work with the Council
on local emergencies was held on the 25th
November 2015. Mrs Alice Duckworth,
who the Council had appointed to oversee
the work on the Community Emergency
Plan had recently had her baby and so the
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rate of progress on the plan will be slower
for a while. Mrs Duckworth had produced
a draft Community Emergency Plan and the
majority of the items had been acquired
from the grant monies which had been
recently awarded to the Yapton and Ford
Village Hall from SEE to set-up a rest centre
and emergency control centre in the Village
Hall. A small balance in hand remained
and decisions on how to allocate these
remaining funds would be made shortly. The
training of Parish Councillors in dealing with
a local emergency response by WSCC had
unfortunately been delayed.
The five members of the volunteer group
who had agreed to become Community
Emergency
Co-ordinators,
together
with the Clerk of the Council, met on
Wednesday 13th January 2016, to undergo
some familiarisation training on the
emerging Community Emergency Plan. This
included some initial training in setting up an
Emergency Centre at the Yapton and Ford
Village Hall, which would include a “place
of safety” for residents who may have been
evacuated from their homes or involved in
a local incident, and an “emergency control
centre” for managing any local response to
an emergency incident.
Yapton & Ford Village Hall

Yapton & Ford Village Hall

The Parish Council has two representatives
who serve on the Management Committee,
Derek Ambler and Tony Kendall who give
regular reports to the Council on their
meetings and activities.
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The Council has been pleased to note
that the village hall’s financial position has
improved as a result of increased income
from bookings and regular hirings of office
space on the first floor. It will be recognised
however that maintenance of the premises
both internally and externally and the need
to ensure that the public premises conform
to strict regulatory and safety requirements,
remain a drain on resources and is one with
which the Management Committee has
constantly to grapple. For many years now
the Parish Councils of Yapton and Ford have
jointly accepted financial responsibility for
the maintenance of the external fabric of the
building and Yapton has made provision it its
budget should any significant maintenance
issues arise.
Keeping the village tidy
As always it would be remiss of me in
writing this report not to mention and
warmly thank Jo Smithers, ably assisted by
her husband Alan, for the really excellent
work they do on our behalf to keep the
village and particularly the playing field
looking so tidy.
Despite our best efforts unfortunately
there remains an on-going issue with dog
fouling on the field. It is unacceptable that
this should be left for Jo and Alan to clear
up. It is a most unpleasant task for anyone
and if left on the field could well be a serious
health issue for our children. The Parish
Council once again urges all dog owners
to act responsibly, to keep their dogs on a
lead whilst exercising them on the field and
take their dog’s mess away or use the bins
provided.
Yapton News
The aim of Yapton News is to provide an
eclectic mix of articles as well as some
‘interesting’ information on what the

Council itself is
doing for and in Yapton News
the
community.
This is coupled
with regular and
interesting reports
received from many
of the clubs and
organisations which
meet and serve the
residents of the
village and its surrounding localities.

hazardous and notorious junction has been
frustratingly slow. The Parish Council has
been working very closely over the years
with neighbouring Middleton-on-Sea PC
to take this forward but ultimately the
responsibility for what happens at Comet
Corner rests with the County Council.

The Editor strives to keep each issue of
the magazine ‘local’ so that all the articles,
pictures and features relate to and will be
of interest to Yapton residents. He would
always welcome more contributions
though. If, for example, you are unhappy or
have issues about something in the village
why not share this with others by writing to
the Editor? In the days of computers most
people can easily do this by email and you
don’t even have to invest in a stamp!

“Approximately £1m (index linked) of developer
contributions were secured from the Planning of
Site 6 development (Bognor Regis) to undertake
off-site works of ‘alteration, improvement and
addition to existing roads in the vicinity of
the site which the County Council consider
necessary to accommodate and mitigate any
adverse impact on the existing road network’ as
stated within the S.106 Agreement.
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At the Joint Western Arun Area Committee
(JWAAC) held on the 7th January 2016,
the following decision was taken relating to
proposed improvements at Comet Corner
as set out below.

Comet Corner

In 2014 JWAAC agreed to progress an option that
involved junction re-alignment and signalisation
at Comet Corner, Middleton On Sea. However
the detailed design findings confirmed that the
estimated cost for implementation would be
£2.5M. In light of the funding shortfall, Members
agreed to shelve this option and requested that
officers consider simple schemes to improve
visibility, vehicle spacing and speed compliance.
In September 2015, WSCC officers met with
JWAAC Highways & Transport Sub Group and
agreed a design brief to progress the feasibility
study based on the indicative cost estimate and
design programme provided. In December 2015
the feasibility study findings were presented to
JWAAC Highways & Transport Sub Group. The
Group recommended to progress options 2 and
3b to the Preliminary and Detailed design stage.

The saga of Comet Corner still continues to
rumble on. For the Parish Council progress
on finding a solution to managing the traffic
flow by introducing traffic lights at this

Option 3b involves constructing a deceleration
lane to the South of the A259 Junction with
Yapton Road. Option 2 involves improving the
visibility at all three junctions.

For those local businesses who may not
have considered using Yapton News to
advertise and promote their services, I
don’t think I can do better than again quote
the experience of one of our advertisers:
“My advert in Yapton News has been so
successful so I will be definitely continuing
with it for the coming year”.
Our grateful thanks go to all those who
regularly send in contributions for the
magazine and to the team of volunteers who
help with delivering the Parish Council’s
newsletter to ever increasing number of
households in the village.
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Enjoy lunch
with 25% off
OCKENDEN MANOR HOTEL & SPA

THE SPREAD EAGLE HOTEL & SPA

BAILIFFSCOURT HOTEL & SPA
Climping Street, Climping
West Sussex, BN17 5RW
Tel: 01903 723511

Ockenden Lane, Cuckfield
West Sussex, RH17 5LD
Tel: 01444 416111

South Street, Midhurst
West Sussex, GU29 9NH
Tel: 01730 816911

(Available Monday - Sunday)

(Available Monday - Saturday)

(Available Monday - Sunday)

w w w. h s h o t e l s . c o .uk
This voucher entitles you to a 25% discount off food t ak en in t he main hot el rest aurant and is valid from 1 J anuary expiring on 30 April 2016.
Maximum eight people per table, one voucher per table. Excludes key dates, subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other
offer. Includes VAT at 20%.

Please quote this offer when m aking a reservation / Yapton News

At its meeting on 6 January 2016 the County
Council Members of the Committee approved
that the County Council Members of the Joint
Western Arun Area Committee (JWAAC) agrees
to progress Comet Corner Options 3B and 2 as
indicated on the attached plans, and that the
Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport
be requested to add the proposals to the
2016/17 Integrated Works Programme for
(IWP) to allow the detailed design to progress.”
Memorial Plaque to
commemorate service
personnel lost in the two
world wars
A large gathering of local residents and
relatives of those being commemorated
attended the Unveiling and Dedication of a
new Memorial Plaque on the afternoon of
the 20th September 2015. The Ceremony
took place at Yapton and Ford Village Hall,
Main Road Yapton, where the new Memorial
Plaque had been installed on an outside wall
next to the main entrance.

Unveiling of the Memorial Plaque
September 2015

In glorious sunshine those attending
witnessed the Unveiling of the Plaque
by me assisted by the grandson of one
of those commemorated. Following the
Unveiling the new memorial was dedicated
by the Reverend Richard Hayes, Vicar of St
Mary’s in Yapton. The MP for Littlehampton
and Bognor, Mr Nick Gibb was also in
attendance.
Allen Misselbrook and Jim Payne from the

Yapton and Ford Local History Group
spoke about the inception of the plaque
and gave an interesting insight into some of
those being remembered.
An Act of Remembrance took place during
the ceremony which was led by Arthur
Merrick and Peter James of the Arundel and
District Branch of the Royal British Legion,
assisted by Standard Bearer Dave Watkins.
The Last Post and Reveille was sounded by
Bugler Ian Kingshott.
The Portsmouth Military Wives Choir sang
of selection of songs before and during
the ceremony. The choir from Yapton CE
Primary School also
performed a special
song
during
the
ceremony.
The Parish Council
had
commissioned
the Memorial Plaque
to
commemorate
those servicemen and
women who lost their
lives in the two world
worlds, and who lived
or were associated
with the villages of
Yapton and Ford. 33
names of those who
died in the First World War and 16 names
of those who died in the Second World War
are commemorated on the plaque.
Trevor Ford the Chairman of Ford Parish
Council and I laid floral tributes in front of
the memorial on behalf of the people of
Yapton and Ford, and a number relatives of
those commemorated laid floral tributes
and other symbols of remembrance in front
of the plaque during the act of remembrance.
A Reception of light refreshments followed
the Ceremony during which the choir
from Yapton CE Primary School and
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the Portsmouth Military Wives Choir
entertained those attending.
Assets of Community Value
The Council considered a report from
the Clerk of the Council regarding Assets
of Community Value and its possible
application to assets in the parish of
Yapton. The Community Right to Bid was
introduced by the Localism Act 2011 which
aimed to keep valued land and buildings in
community use by giving local people the
chance to bid to buy them, if and when they
come onto the market. The rights give local
people the opportunity to nominate public
and private land and buildings to be included
on a register of ‘Assets of Community Value’
which is held by Arun District Council. If an
asset, included on the register is offered for
sale, the right is triggered. Those interested
in acquiring the asset will then have up to
six months to prepare a bid and compete
to buy it. The Parish Council, along with a
number of other community organisations
can nominate land and buildings for inclusion
on the list.
The Council also noted the contents of an
e-mail received from Arun District Council
on the 20th November 2015 seeking
comments on an application which had
been received by the District Council for
the Maypole Inn, Maypole Lane,Yapton to be
nominated as an Asset of Community Value.
The Council had sent an e-mail in support

Maypole Inn, Maypole Lane, Yapton
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of the nomination prior to the closing date.
The Clerk reported that Arun District
Council had designated the Maypole
Inn, Maypole Lane, Yapton as an Asset of
Community Value on the 7th January 2016.
The Council resolved to defer consideration
of any other properties or land in the Parish
of Yapton which the Council could possibly
nominate to be designated as an Asset of
Community Value.
Traffic Issues in the Village
Concerns at meetings of the Parish Council
and in correspondence about speeding
issues in the Church Road / Church Lane
area of the village.These had also been raised
at the Joint Downland Area Committee
of West Sussex County Council whose
response to requests for “slow down”
signs, re-instatement of bollards to prevent
parking at the end of Church Lane at school
drop-off and pick-up times was found to be
disappointing.The Police had also said at the
Committee meeting that their current and
future resources did not allow policing of
the ongoing situation.
The Council and residents have been
urged to push harder for remedies to the
situation in the village and on other roads.
It was suggested that a few people properly
trained could make a difference with the
introduction of speed cameras. The Police
have said that enforcing speeding in the
village was difficult. However, it may be
possible to work in partnership with the
Sussex Safer Roads Partnership and the
local PCSO to get speed cameras installed
and to identify a number of volunteers to
be trained to deal with the speeding issues.
A resident from North End Road was also
concerned about the ongoing speeding
and congestion issues in North End Road.
He asked if there had been a response to
his request about progress on the traffic

calming and safety measures due to be
introduced alongside the development on
the land adjacent to the primary school.The
Clerk said he had contacted West Sussex
County Council, who said that works were
dependent on receipt of the agreed monies
from the developer of the site which would
be forthcoming when the houses were built.
No funds were available at the present time
for any immediate works.
The introduction of various speed control
measures in Walberton was referred to, and
it was questioned why Yapton could not have
similar measures installed in its problem
areas. I suggested that these requests need
to go through the Joint Downland Area
Committee. There also appeared to be little
active support about the problems caused
in North End Road and surrounding areas
from the Primary School. The Council
needed to have a strong interface with the
school and should be in regular liaison with
the Governors.
Parking Issues in Bilsham
Road
The Council has been working with the
Safer Arun Partnership Joint Action Group
regarding the issue of the number of cars
parked in and around a particular property
in Bilsham Road following receipt of a
number of complaints. The Partnership had
previously agreed to set up a Task and Finish
Group with all relevant agencies to look at
potential ways of resolving this situation
which has been ongoing for some years.The
Clerk, Councillor Michael Pickthall and the
former Vice-Chairman, Mr Faulkner, were
authorised to represent the Parish Council
at the Task and Finish Group.
The Clerk reported on the receipt of two
e-mails in March 2016 from the Community
Safety and Planning sections of Arun District
Council. “The update on the current

position outside Two Hoots in Bilsham
Road stated that although there are still
some cars parked on the highway and verge,
Arun District Council’s Community Safety
position currently remains the same. The
current situation with respect to parking
is that there is not sufficient evidence to
warrant formal action through a Community
Protection Notice. The District Council
will continue to monitor the situation, but
unless there is substantial deterioration in
the available parking no further action will
be taken with respect to the parking of
vehicles.The Local Planning Authority (Arun
District Council) is currently looking at
taking direct action to secure compliance
with the requirements of the planning
enforcement notice, and it is hoped that
further action in relation to this matter will
be authorized in the near future.
Our finances
Funding for the running of Parish Council
services now comes from the parish precept,
which is included in your annual council tax
bill, and is levied on every household in the
parish. The Council also relies on other
income from charges for services, reserves
and a reducing share of Government grant
which the District Council receives and
passes to the parish and town councils
within its area. Despite the responsible
Minister making clear to District Councils
that the Government expects them to
continue passing on a proportion of this
grant to the parishes, Arun District Council
has decided to reduce the amount it passes
on by a third over three years.This reduction
amounts to a further loss of income of
£1,607 in 2016/17 and has resulted in an
inevitable increase in the parish precept for
2016/17, which in turn has contributed to an
increase in the parish share of the 2016/17
council tax.
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For the time being, however, the Parish
Council finances remain reasonably sound,
despite increasing costs, and the need to
make appropriate provision for maintaining
the recreational facilities in the village.
However, the Parish Council has reluctantly
had to agree to an increase of 10% in its
precept for 2016/17. This is an increase
equivalent to 3p per week for the average
property in Yapton. Where appropriate,
the Council has, and will continue to
supplement its income, by seeking grants
where these become available, particularly
for one-off projects. A financial statement
setting out the Parish Council’s income and
expenditure for the year ending 31 March
2016 will be found at the end of this report.
Conclusion
In closing, I should like as usual to take
this opportunity of recording my personal
thanks to all members of the Parish Council
for their support and interest in the village
throughout the past year. I would also
like to thank the Clerk of the Council,
Andrew Gardiner, for the work he does in
supporting me and in furthering the work
of the Council.
In the coming 12 months the Council will
continue its aim of delivering a quality and
efficient service for the people of Yapton.
The Council will endeavour to ensure
that the facilities and services for which
it is responsible are maintained to a high
standard. The Council will also aim to
keep the community well informed through
continuing the publication of Yapton News
and regularly updating of the Council’s
website and, as ever, we will endeavour
to respond promptly and efficiently to
residents’ concerns.

Stephen Haymes
Chairman of the Parish Council
9th May 2016.
14

Yapton Parish Council
Financial Statement
1 April 2015 31 March 2016
Receipts
Balance b/fwd 1st April 2015

£21,224.39

Precept

£36,572.00

Allotment rents
Playing Field/Car park concession

£1,483.50
£400.00

Grants/contributions received

£4,237.00

Yapton News Advertising Revenue

£1,855.00

VAT refunded by HM Customs & Excise

£5,911.49

Bank interest

£14.48

Insurance claims

£330.00

Total Receipts

£72,027.86

Payments
Staff Costs (incl. employer’s NI contribs; office accomm and
telephone rental/calls]
£18,422.21
Loan interest repayments

£2,141.98

Administration [including insurance; audit fees; postages;
photocopying; stationery; office equipment; website
maintenance; annual subscriptions]
£5,464.08
Playing Field [including grass cutting; litter collection;
maintenance/repairs]
£9,146.79
Street lighting [electricity supply and
maintenance]

£1,401.23

Allotments [including water rates; grass cutting] £1,503.75
Miscellaneous expenditure [including village hall
external maintenance; newsletter printing
and production]
£9,410.71
Flood relief works at Maypole Lane [paid out of Operation
Watershed Grant]
£4,351.00
Grants/donations to voluntary organisations
VAT Paid on taxable activities

£850.00
£3,446.99

Total expenditure

£56,138.74

Balance c/fwd 31st March 2016

£15,889.12
£72,027.86

Grants to Voluntary
Organisations
Have you applied yet?
At its July meeting Yapton Parish
Council will be considering and making
decisions on applications for grant-aid
received from voluntary organisations,
including clubs and charities, which can
“demonstrate that they provide a service,
benefit or assistance to the inhabitants of
Yapton”. Grants will not normally exceed
£100 towards an organisation’s running
costs; exceptionally, higher grants may be
awarded to help “pump-prime” particular
projects.

Application forms are obtainable from the
Clerk of the Council, 38 Ruskin Avenue,
North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW,
or by email: Clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk or
downloadable from the Council’s Website
at www.yaptonpc.gov.uk The closing
date this year for receipt of completed
applications is Monday 27 June 2016. All
applications must be accompanied by an
audited statement of the organisation’s
latest financial accounts.

COMPETITION TO DESIGN A
LOGO FOR THE NEW WEBSITE
One of the early requests from the new website designer was for the Parish Council Logo to
be uploaded onto the home page of the new website. However, the Parish Council does not
currently have a logo of its own and the Parish Council has agreed that this is a good time
to produce a new logo to use on its website and other documents. The Parish Council has
agreed to run a competition, which will be judged by a panel of local councillors, to design a
new logo for the Parish Council reflecting the Parish of Yapton. The new logo would be used
on all future Parish Council literature and documents and on the new council website.
The competition is open to all young people living in the parish of Yapton, and the Council
is awarding a prize of £50 for the winner of the competition. Entries to be submitted
to the Clerk of the Council (preferably by e-mail to info@yaptonpc.gov.uk) by the
31st May 2016.
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- 24 hour service
- Free bereavement advice
- Pre-paid funeral plans

FELPHAM
103 - 105 Felpham Way, PO22 8QB

01243 587067
www.funeralcare.co.uk

Let us show you how

hilary.peyman@lighthousewealth.co.uk
The value of your investments can go down as well as up, so you could get
back less than you invested. The value of your income from your investment can go down as well as up.
The Mellor Practice is a trading style of Lighthouse Wealth Limited, an appointed representative of Lighthouse
Advisory Services Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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GET WISE

Weight Information
and Sensible Eating

Want to manage your weight and eat
more healthily but not sure where to start?
Do you have a BMI between 25 and 30?*
We could be just what you’re looking for, our 12 week course includes:
• Understanding food groups and portion sizes
• Food diaries and private weigh-ins
• Damage limitation strategies when eating out or having a bad day
• Interpreting nutrition labels and misleading marketing
• 30 minutes of beginner exercise
The course will be fully interactive, fun and FREE!
Location:
Yapton Village Hall, Main Road, Yapton BN18 0ET
Dates:
Every Wednesday from 1 June – 17 August, 1pm – 2.30pm
Spaces are limited so to book on, or for more information, please call
01903 737862 or email us at info@arunwellbeing.org.uk

www.arunwellbeing.org.uk
* If you are not sure what your BMI is then give us a call
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Friends Of Avisford
Medical Group

Working for your Surgery

I am sure you are asking who the Friends
of Avisford Medical Group are. We call
ourselves FAMG for short. You might
have seen our stall at the Annual Cottage
Gardeners Summer Show last year.You might
have taken part in our quiz or your children
tried to guess the name of our skeleton!
In the summer of 1998 seven patients met
with the staff from the Avisford Medical
Group to discuss the possibility of setting
up a Patient Participation Group similar
to those in existence throughout the UK.
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At that time the main aim was to raise
funds to purchase equipment, which the
overstretched resources of the NHS were
unable to provide.

The FAMG is a registered charity and is also
affiliated with the National Association for
Patient Participation (NAPP).The aims of the
charity are:
A) To relieve suffering by the provision of
funds for the purchase of medical and other
equipment and services for Avisford Medical
Group and the community, not normally
provided by the local health Authority.
B) To advance the education of the public
in health care by providing lectures, forums
and other educational activities and the
publication of a newsletter devoted to health
care.
C) To represent the views and concerns
of patients both within the Group and more
widely.
D) Engage in activities, which further the
other objectives and contribute to the health
and well-being of Avisford Medical Group
patients and the wider community.

Recently we have purchased:
• Materials to refurbish Yapton Surgery
waiting room
• A Hydraulic Phlebotomy (blood taking)
Chair
• Computer Equipment to allow dictation
of letters to make the sending of referrals
quicker
You may say what is this to do with me I am
not a patient of the Avisford Medical Group?
You are our ‘wider community’. FAMG hold
free health related talks in the local area.
Recently we have had talks on Cholesterol &
Heart Disease, Diabetes, Prostate Issues and
many other topics. Everyone from the local
community are welcome to attend. Look
out for our posters, adverts in Yapton News,
Observer series or visit our website www.
avisford.co.uk .
If you have suggestions for talks you can
email us on www.friends@avisford.co.uk.
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Hints and Tips
SHARING YOUR PHOTOS
If you send copies of your photos saved on
your computer to your friends and relatives
please make sure you send reduced sized
photos.
Many cameras nowadays create quite large
files up to 10 million pixels plus. Although
todays cameras and computers are designed
to handle these files with ease, emails can’t.
Sending a large file slows down the email
process in sending and receiving quite
severely and may overburden the process so
it doesn’t work.
The secret is to reduce the file size to a
more manageable one, perhaps 800 x 600

pixels, that’s still large enough to produce
a reasonable copy that can be successfully
viewed. This process works by removing
duplicated and unnecessary pixels without
spoiling the overall photo to any large extent.
However, if you recipient wants to “blow the
picture up” it will lose some quality in the
process. The only way to do this is to refer
back to the original file so you would need
to send a copy by another means say a flash
drive or an SD card.
There are many free photo programmes
that will do photo file size reductions for
you on your computer, in fact there is one
built in to your computer by Microsoft, you
will however need to refer to your Help
programme for the process. They all seem to

Saving Lives
The Friends of Avisford Medical Group are hosting a talk and
demonstration on CPR and the use of a public Defibrillator by
Tori Cooper registered nurse from Western Sussex Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust.
7.00pm - Wednesday 22nd June after a short AGM, at the
Jubilee Hall, Elmer Road, Middleton-on-Sea. PO22 6EH.
If a member of your family collapsed would you know what
to do? Can you really afford to miss this very important talk?
Everyone is welcome at this free talk and demonstration.
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work in different ways so I can’t definitively
advise you in this article. If you need help
contact me via our club website www.
villagecomputerclub.org.uk
Your computer also has a built in device for
copying files to flash drives and SD cards
under the name Explorer or File Explorer
but once again you do need to refer to you
Help programme or Google it.
CIVILISATION, POTTED UP?
The classical world had them; certainly the
Ancient Egyptians did; plants in pots, clay pots.
The once familiar gardening clay pots were
produced in their countless millions. Sizes
were known by numbers, as 36s or 48s or
whatever quantities were made from a set
volume of clay called a cast. In Britain, hand
shaped pots were produced until about 1953;
thereafter machine shaped pots, denoted
by a deep rim and uniform size, held sway
until changing technology finished mass
production about 1968.The tiniest sizes were
called thimbles and thumbs; half pots, that is
half standard depth, and square pans remain
desirable among alpine plant growers, while
long toms, which had the depth to support a
cane, were used to grow climbing plants.
The use of clay pots produced its own folklore.
Perhaps two centuries of widespread culture
of tender plants, rock plants and seedlings
of bedding plants yielded an abundance of
shards of broken pots; baked clay is brittle!
These `crocks’ were hidden from view
by using them in the bottom of pots for
`drainage’; their use became obligatory to the
end of the availability of clay vessels, whereas,
in practice, a well prepared growing medium
has its own integral drainage. `Crocks’ were
quite unnecessary.
Before the 1950’s were gone, the clay
growing pot was challenged on several
fronts. Commercial growers, seeking
greater efficiency at a time when wholesale
prices were static, but general costs rose,
introduced modular systems, whether strips
of peat pots, the`Bloxer’ system of threaded

polythene strips, concertina paper pots
before settling on mechanisation and home
produced peat-based blocks or plug trays
made of plastics.
Individual plant pots continued to evolve,
more or less as the garden centre initiated
changes from its British foundation in 1956.
Clay pots, when filled, were heavy, whenever
volumes over a litre or two were considered,
and breakable, and subject to drying-out with
actively growing plants in them. Strange as it
must seem now, catering size jam tins were
used as containers for growing shrubs, with
an anvil cutter needed at point of sale to open
one side to access the plant. This was one of
the less brilliant ideas of the mid-1960’s.
In parallel, rigid and semi-rigid plastics were
introduced and remain the staple containers.
Black flat pack polythene pots were used for
some time, and large sizes remain available
for growing potatoes.
At one point, the merits of green versus black
pots were discussed, with green preferred
as plants supposedly sold more readily than
those in black containers. Other colours
were introduced, but in the end, terracotta
asserted itself as a warm neutral hue; shades
of the old clay pot!
A recent development has seen the use of
rice hulls fashioned into conventional small
pots.They are planted as a unit with the crop
intact, and are broken down by life in the soil.
Cellulose based agricultural mulching fabric
similarly breaks down after a period of time.
These are far removed from the permanency
of fragments of decades-old baked clay!
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Around the
Village
Yapton & Ford History
Group
Report by Allen Misselbrook
Sussex buildings came under
the spotlight in the Yapton &
Ford Local History Group’s
March Meeting. Guest speaker,
Dr. Geoffrey Mead of Sussex University guided
his audience through the geological map of
Sussex and how historic local buildings were built
using locally available materials.
The tour started in the High Weald where the
oldest rock formations can be found in the form of
the Purbeck beds which were formed 140 million
years ago. The High Weald gives way to the Low
Weald which in turn runs into the Southdowns
and then down onto the Coastal Plain where
the youngest rocks can be found. Each area
has its own soil type and distinctive landscape
and vegetation which influenced the building
materials used, from Purbeck stone in the High
Weald to Sandstone around Ashdown Forest and
Tonbridge Wells.Trees grew in abundance around
Rye which resulted in timber being widely used
in the construction of its houses. Where there
were large deposits of clay, bricks and tiles were
freely available. Another local renowned variation
of material is Horsham stone which, in the
form of slabs, was
extensively
used
for roofing in and
around the town.
The
Southdowns
provided an endless
supply of chalk Coombes church
which was quarried Horsham
and turned into
cement. Gypsum was also produced from the
chalk and used to produce plaster and other
products. Nodules of flint are also mined from
the chalk.They were formed millions of years ago
during the time when the chalk, produced from
the remains of trillions of sea creatures, formed
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under the sea and is a type of quartz almost
as hard as diamonds. Many buildings and walls
in villages on the Downs were built from flint,
the more ‘up-market ones using knapped flint, a
method of ‘squaring off’ one face of the flint to
give a regular rather than a random visual face.
The coastal plain contains the youngest rocks and
the soil is mostly brick earth, a grade 1 farming
soil. There were many brickfields producing a
ready supply of building bricks and tiles. There
were at least three brickfields situated in Yapton.
Our tour came to an end
at the sea shore which
provided tons of large
pebbles ground smooth by
millions of years of wave
action. These were carted
from the beach and used in
house construction as can
be seen on several houses
in Littlehampton.

Flint Wall

April saw the welcome return of Sylvia Endacott
who gave the Group an updated, illustrated talk
on one she gave 10 years ago on the WW2
Advanced Landing Ground situated at North
Bersted, Bognor.
Since the publication of her book and DVD, Sylvia
had received much more information on the short
lived airfield. Its location of one of the runways,
which straddled Chalcraft Lane, is indicated by the
large gap in the hedgerow and now has a roadside
plaque highlighting its existence. The runways
were not permanent but consisted of steel mesh
laid down on top of the grass.
In the run up to D-Day and immediately after
many temporary airfields were built along the
South Coast. Bognor Regis, being home to about
100 aircraft which were ferried in by the women
of the Air Transport Auxiliary. One of these
women was the legendary
Lettice Curtis who learnt
to fly in 1937 at Yapton
Flying Club.
Most of the pilots were
from Norway and one
of their visitors was the
Crown Prince of Norway.
There living quarters and Lettice Curtice
rations were very basic,
being mostly tented, and many local people helped
by offering them washing facilities and meals.

Sylvia illustrated her talk with many photographs
and maps and amused the Group with anecdotes
about her researches and the people she had
met along the way.
More information about the airfield and Sylvia’s
discoveries refer to her book ‘It Started With A
Map’.
Allen
Misselbrook
Tel: 01243
552715
Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk

Yapton Free Church
Report by Katie Van Driel
I want to start by saying a
massive ‘Thank you’ to Jo
Jeffers as she steps down from
the role of Yapton Free Church
Administrator and a ‘Hello’ as I, Katie, step into
this role! I am excited that I now get the joy of
sharing some of the great things Yapton Free
Church is doing!
It’s been another amazing spring at Gaston Farm
Open Lambing. Our volunteers have been busy
baking and selling yummy cakes, cooking endless
amounts of burgers, handing out chicks and
ducks, and more all for a great cause!

Gaston Farm Kitchen Volunteers
It’s always amazing to hear such positive feedback
and it never gets old hearing people comment on
the farm saying ‘There’s just something about this
place’. Once again, we have been able to raise
over £30,000 for our Charities in Nepal, South
Africa, Mongolia, Burundi and Local projects.
As well as being surrounded by chicks, ducks
and lambs, we were once again joined by some
very talented friends including ex-premiership
footballer Linvoy Primus MBE who never fails
to impress! The Grumpy Shepherd even left
his sheep to come and show off some of his
football skills! The ‘Journey Man’ also captivated
audiences with his funny dramas and comical
expressions as he put his own stamp on classic

bible stories. There was
also a first for Gaston Farm
this year as we welcomed
Opera singer Carly Paoli.
The chicks, ducks and
lambs were serenaded
by the beautiful sound of
opera as Carly sang for us
on Easter day.
Pro-Football freestyler and
FIVE-time World Record
holder Daniel Cutting also
joined us to show case his
incredible football skills
both at Gaston Farm and Daniel Cutting
in several local primary balancing guitar
schools. The children and
teachers spurred Daniel on as they watched with
great excitement and anticipation as he achieved
the seemingly impossible. He even balanced
Hugo’s guitar on his head!! It was a fun few days
had by all, learning new football skills and hearing
Daniel’s testimony of how Jesus changed his life.
We have many more exciting events booked in
our diary and we would love for you to join us.
The first Sunday of every month is our Family
Funday Sunday Service at the village hall. The
service starts at 10:30 am and finishes at 12
noon. On the 5th June, we will be having a very
special service as we will be joined by guests all
the way from Mongolia!
Our much anticipated Holiday Club is coming up
in the last week of July 25th-29th on the village
green. There will be a host of other fun events
running throughout the week, too. More details
to follow!
You are welcome to join us for our weekly
Sunday services from 10:30am –1pm at Yapton
Village Hall or the Old Church Building. For
more details and information about all that
goes on at Yapton Free Church, go to www.
yaptonfreechurch.net or call our office on 01243
552232.
Yapton & District
Cottage Gardeners’
Society
Report by Anne Hollis
The first flower show of the
year took place at the end of
March. Considering the somewhat strange
weather we have had this Spring the Village Hall
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Around the Village
looked very attractive with its display of bulbs
and other flowers/shrubs, not forgetting the
vegetables, cookery, floral art and photography.
As usual teas/coffee and cake were popular with
the visitors in the afternoon. The tombola and
raffle did a good trade and people were able to
browse the cakes/bread/preserves/honey stalls
in between looking at the exhibits.
Our next show will be on June 20th when we
hope the highlights will be roses and sweet peas.
There are several children’s classes on offer
covering all age groups, and there is no charge
for children to enter. The children’s classes are
on the website www. yaptongardeners.co.uk or
contact Roy 01243 552822 for a schedule. We
would love to have more children’s exhibits on
the tables. The stalls already mentioned will be
available in the afternoon, so please come and
see us between 2pm – 4pm.
On July 16th our fundraiser will take place. This
is a very different event this year. The Maypole

is supporting us, so there will be a ‘Real Ale’
marquee which together with a ‘ploughmans
’ will be a very good reason to visit the King
George V playing field. The event will take place
from 11.30am – 2.30pm. Another marquee will
house our usual stalls – plants, cakes/preserves/
breads and tombola with teas/coffees and
David’s famous cakes being available in the Club
Room. Please come and support us and help
raise money towards our Annual Show in August.
Details of the Annual Show will be in the July
edition of Yapton News.
By the time you read this, the Cottage Gardeners’
Society will have visited Crosslands Nursery in
Walberton during April and held a plant sale in
May in the Village Hall. There is a meeting/event
of some kind every month of the year with the
exception of December. If you have moved into
one of the new houses in Yapton, please make
contact with us. We would be very pleased
to hear from you. Membership costs £6 per
household per year and entitles you to reduced
entry fees for the shows and free entry to our
evening meetings.
Our membership secretary can be contacted
on 01243 552103 edwina_lord@yahoo.co.uk

Yapton and District Cottage Gardeners’
Society

‘Summer Special’ on the
Village Green
July 16th 11.30am – 2.30pm
Real Ale Marquee supplied by the Maypole
Other drinks available
Ploughmans
Tea, coffee and homemade cakes
Stalls – plants, cakes/breads/preserves, tombola
Try your luck at various games
All money raised will go towards the Annual show held on
the King George V Playing Field in August
Many thanks to Wendi from the Maypole for supporting us.
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Posters advertising our main events are always
displayed round the village.
The Walberton
Decorative & Fine Arts
Society
Report by Elisabeth Sturt

1st Yapton
Guides Group
Report by Anna Drynan

The February and March talks
exemplified the variety of topics
presented to members of the group in the course
of a year. Brian Stater’s Great Photographs of
the 20th Century, on Tuesday 23rd focused on
a few classic images by some of the masters of
the genre and analysed how composition and
photographic techniques came together to make
them such major artistic statements; while James
Allen in The Art of Arabic Calligraphy surveyed
the wide range of scripts used and explained
the importance of what is the supreme art
form of the Islamic world. Before this issue
arrives Carole Petipher will have presented The
Collection of Napoleon and Josephine and there
will also have been a visit arranged to Rudyard
Kipling’s home ‘Batemans’ in East Sussex.
So we come to the May talk (on Tuesday 24th)
by Alexandra Apps, John Singer Sargent: Power of
the Portrait, which is a change from the published
programme. From the scandal of the painting of
Madame X to the trials, tribulations and triumph
of Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose, the speaker will
describe the rise, fall and rise again of John Singer
Sargent, the leading portrait painter of his age.
And then on Tuesday 28th June once again it is
a case of ‘something completely different’: The
Art of the Japanese Garden: from Tradition to
Modernity by Prof. Marie Conte-Helm.

John Singer Sargent
(1856-1925)
Self-Portrait 1907

2.15. Entry for non-members is £6. Details are
available on the website www.walbertonfas.org.
uk or from me on 01243 551292.

We
welcome
new members
and occasional
visitors to our
meetings which
take place on
the
fourth
Tuesday of the
month at Yapton
and Ford Village
Hall: doors open
at 1.30pm when
tea and coffee
are
available
before
the
lecture starts at

Our youngest members, Yapton Rainbows have
been busy this term learning about the world of
Beatrix Potter! They’ve been planting tomatoes
and lettuces; tasting lots of different vegetables;
watching a Benjamin Bunny movie and making
some posters about Mr. McGregor’s garden. It’s
been a lot of fun.
This
term,
Yapton
Brownies
have
been
working in two groups.
The oldest Brownies
have been hostesses and
organised an amazing
party for the rest of the
group with the help of
two members of the
Trefoil Guild (a branch
of Girlguiding for men
and women over 18 years old). Meanwhile, the
younger girls have been finding out about where
their food comes from and how to eat healthily.
They enjoyed a ‘Field to Fork’ trip to Tesco, as
well as visiting a local Pepper Farm to learn about
how the yummy veg is grown and distributed.
Our Guides have had an exciting time going to
a Pamper Party, which was very glamorous with
relaxing face packs and delicate nail painting.
In addition, three girls from the unit, who are
aspiring scientists, attended a ‘Generating
Genius’ weekend where they designed, built and
coded their very own robots and raced them
against other teams. The whole unit also learnt
essential life skills for their First Aid badge and
are ending the half term with an evening out with
the National Trust finding out about ‘the woods’
and getting acquainted with the wildlife that
resides on the Slindon Estate.
Our eldest girls, the Rangers have been
concentrating on earning their ‘Mission
Spectacular’ badge to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the founding of ‘Senior Section’
in the UK. Giant artwork was created by the
girls and a campfire lighting competition held
including ceremonial toasting of marshmallows
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Around the Village
of course! They also planned and held a special
party for the Guides as part of their celebrations
which will be continuing across the country
throughout 2016.
All the units will be making the most of the
long summer evenings having barbeques and
swimming at Arundel Lido planned over the next
several months as well as lots of outdoor games
and activities.We hope you have a lovely Summer
too!
Yapton and
Ford Cub Pack
Report by Katrina McAnaspie
How do you entertain 52
young people, with ages
ranging from 6 to 17 years old,
for a weekend? Simple - take them camping! Our
Group Camp during the Easter Holidays saw
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers enjoying a
wide range of activities, but more importantly
mixing with all different age groups. It was
wonderful to see the older sections supporting
and encouraging the younger children. Saturday

Cubs visit to Drove Lane Solar Farm
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was warm and sunny, so we had an obstacle
course built by the Explorers, Air Rifle Shooting,
Branding on an open fire as well as a very
competitive game of Rounders. Everyone made
their own chocolate Easter Eggs and there were
many other crafts on offer inside too as the
weather got colder. Unfortunately heavy rain
meant we had to postpone the camp fire until
later in the term, but we did enjoy a film night in
the warmth of the Owl’s Den before heading off
to our tents. I would like to thank all the adult
helpers who made the weekend possible.

Cubs at Camp
Later in the term, as part of the Cub’s
Environmental Conservation badge we were
joined by Mr Peter Scrimshaw, of the Langmead
Group, who took us to visit the Drove Lane
Solar Farm. Peter was very informative and we all
learnt a lot about this renewable energy source.

St Georges Day Parade
Arundel
The annual St George’s Day Parade in Arundel
was well attended as usual, with Groups from
all over the Arundel and Littlehampton District
marching together through the streets of
Arundel accompanied by two marching bands.
If you like the sound of what we do, both boys
and girls are welcome to join Scouting. Our
Cub Pack is full at the moment, but we do have
spaces at Beavers, Scouts and Explorers. If you
would like to find out more email me at yapton.
scouts@gmail.com
Friends of Avisford
Medical Centre, Yapton
Report by Gill Henry, Treasurer
AFAMGs most recent free
health talk was on 30th
March 2016 and took place
in Middleton Jubilee Hall and it was good to
see some Yapton residents. The topic was
Cholesterol & Heart Disease with a presentation
by Dr Quiney, Consultant Chemical Pathologist.
There were lots of interesting questions from the
audience regarding diet (moderation rather than
depravation!), exercise and medication. There
was also a raffle with 7 prizes ranging from wine,

biscuits (sorry, Dr Quiney!), a gardeners mug, tea
and many others.
In June we hold our AGM with a talk to follow.
The talk will be ‘Saving Lives’ – CPR & community
Defibrillators. Keep a look out for our posters,
website announcements and more in the next
edition. Everyone is welcome to our talks you do
not have to be a patient of the Avisford Medical
Group.
We are always looking for new topics or
interesting health related issues please get in
touch at www.friends@avisford.co.uk or leave a
note at the Yapton surgery.
Yapton and Ford
Village Hall
Report by Derek Ambler
The Race Night held on the 2nd
of April was both a social and a
financial success thanks to the
team of ‘volunteers’ who slaved away in a very
hot kitchen to produce an excellent Bangers
and Mash supper. Despite the uncomfortable
working conditions the team offered to repeat
the effort later in the year, if required. I suspect
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Around the Village
Joan, our Committee Vice Chairman blackmails
them into compliance! Our thanks to Joan and
Pam of the Evergreen club who sold the majority
of the tickets for the evening.
Several projects have recently come to fruition,
the new chairs finally arrived, although the
armchair versions are having to be manufactured
from scratch and will not be received for some
weeks. We now have ten large round tables for
use at weddings and birthday parties held in
the Hall. Our three kitchens are now equipped
with new crockery and cutlery which all match!
After a year of striving to raise sufficient funds
we now have installed a Defibrillator in the Hall
entrance foyer. This is thanks to a grant from the
Arun Wellbeing and Health Partnership, together
with donations from clubs using the Hall and
individual gifts from Yapton villagers. A splendid
joint effort.

to six players will cost £10, so assemble a team
and come along for what is always an enjoyable
evening. Book your table with Derek on 01243
551156.
We are planning a sale in September to include
Car Boot items. Jumble and a craft fair.Tables will
only cost £5 so take the opportunity to clear out
your garage or attic of unwanted items. Details in
July edition of the Yapton News.
Yapton
Women’s Institute
Report by Alison Coote
Our speaker in March was Nicki
Clarke, from the Aldingbourne
Trust, who gave an illustrated
talk on the many ways in which the Trust is
supporting people with learning disabilities
to reach their potential. We learnt about the
accommodation provided for some of the more
independent clients, and all the enterprises set
up to provide work for them, from furniture
restoration to washing horse blankets. The
centre also has many activities for families with
young children to enjoy, as well as a café.
In April we learnt about the Women’s Land
Army, including the major role played by Lady
Denman (the first national chairman of the W.I.).
The women were treated with suspicion by the
farmers they were sent to work with, but their
contribution was very valuable to the task of
feeding the country during the war.
On 21st April we went to the Aldingbourne
Trust for a cream tea, in commemoration of the
Queen’s 90th birthday, followed by a guided tour
of the site.

Derek Ambler with newly installed
Defibrillator in the foyer at the
Village Hall
All of the above required a considerable amount
of money and if we are to continue to make
improvements we cannot rely on charitable
grants to fund them. Our occasional events
need the support of Yapton villagers to help us
raise the necessary cash. On the 17th of June
we are holding another Quiz night, tables for up
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Our next meeting takes place on Tuesday 17th
May when we will be discussing two resolutions
which have been put forward to be adopted by
the W.I. for national campaigns. The resolutions
concern minimising food waste, and the care of
patients with dementia in hospital. Following the
debate, we will have a social time, and members
have been asked to bring their favourite board
games to the meeting.
Our meetings start at 10.00am, and are held in
Yapton Village Hall. There is always time to chat
over a cuppa and a biscuit, and we have a raffle,
and a bring-and-buy sales table. We also have
two walking groups (for the able and not so

able), a craft group and an entertainment group.
So if you are looking to meet new people and
friends, then we would love to see you. There is
no age limit, and you do not have to be retired
to join the WI.
For further information, please contact our
president, Mrs. Margaret Bennet - 01243 584395
Village Computer Club
Report by Peter Smith
Our twice monthly meetings
continue, the first Tuesday of
every month at 10.00am and
the third Tuesday at 7.30pm,
if you are thinking of coming along you should
refer to our website which links to our Facebook
page for the latest information, meeting dates
can change.
We get quite a few new members who come
along looking to solve particular problems;
unfortunately this isn’t always possible as other
things are dealt with instead. If you have specific
issues that you need help with please contact me
in advance so I can plan our meetings in advance
or be patient most things get covered in time and
you learn lots of new things on the way.
For example at the last meeting we covered
the downloading, filing and adjusting photos,
probably one of the things that most users use
their computers for, along with emailing and
social media. Photography is a subject we return
to very often due to its popularity.
New members are welcomed at all meetings
although the first Tuesday meeting is designed
around beginners and occasional users, as the
good weather is on its way perhaps the evening
meetings might also appeal.
By time you read this article the date will have
passed but on the 30th April we are participating
in an open day at Barnham Village Hall and
conducting another Quiz Night on the 1st April,
quizzes are held on the last Friday of every
month, why not come along it’s a fun evening.
Our AGM is on the 17th May but it only takes
a short time out of the evening and the rest of
the time is spent dealing with topics raised that
require assistance. Come along and meet our
members.
www.villagecomputerclub.org.uk or follow the
link to www.facebook.com/Village.computer.club

Yapton Evergreen’s
Report by Pam Evans
As reported in the last issue our
club is bursting at the seams in
the small hall. We have now
moved into the large hall as
from April 4th. The meeting times are now from
2.30 to 3.30pm on the first and third Monday of
the month. The dates in between we go out. Jo
and Graham a lively duo played at our first time
in the large hall. We also had magician Adrian
Wright with his amazing tricks. Things lined up
for the next few weeks include line dancing with
Jo and Carol , a meal at the Holly Tree and Regis
Centre. A party to celebrate the Queen’s 90th
birthday, visit to Arundel, a talk and film by the
air ambulance team, putting at Aldwick followed
by meal at Martlets and finally a trip on the
Chichester canal.
If you would like to join us at any of these
activities why not come along and give us a try
or call me at 01243 868684 or 07796 657081.
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To Advertise in

Yapton News
Competitive Advertising
Rates
Delivered to over 1700
households in Yapton

Call 01243 859141
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Give us a Go!
We know we can offer you the best in quality commercial
printing, service, expertise, creativity, efficiency, pricing and
much more...
And... if that’s not enough to entice you to jump ship... we
will throw in 10% extra for FREE.

B2B

So, what are you waiting for... take the plunge...

Make the smart switch let Wizzi work wonders

www.wizziprint.co.uk
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WE ARE HERE

Phoenix Parade
Artex Avenue
Rustington
West Sussex BN16 3LN
t: 01903 858918
f: 01903 856251
e: sales@wizziprint.co.uk
w: wizziprint.co.uk

Notes of the Council Meeting – May 2016
This time of the year the business of the Council changes to reflect on the previous year’s activities and at
the same time setting up the framework for conducting the Council’s business for the year ahead.This year
we had no elections, unlike last year, but we have had a co-option to the Parish Council – see details of the
new Councillor below.
Following the resignation of Martin Dean in February the Parish Council has coopted Chris Sprules to the vacant position. Chris Sprules moved to Yapton from
Rustington almost 23 years ago and lives in the village with his wife and 18-yearold daughter. Chris retired two years ago after a career split fairly equally between
private financial services institutions (mostly insurance providers) and the public
sector. His last position when he retired was working as a civil servant for the Skills
Funding Agency.
For nearly 19 years, Chris has been a volunteer with Sustrans – a charity supporting the development of
cycle and walking routes. Through this, Chris has been able to support local projects which has resulted in
the introduction of a new cycle path on the Bognor Regis promenade, and currently there are plans to build
a new off-road cycle route along the A259 between Littlehampton and Bognor Regis and construction is
due to start at the end of the year. Chris believes we should take the opportunity to develop a safe off-road
route from Yapton village to this new section which will allow safe passage to our two neighbouring Towns
and at the same time look at other opportunities in and around the village.With the increase in traffic using
the village and its speed through the Village and Chris is concerned over the safety of our roads for cyclists
and pedestrians and would like to help on this going forward.
Annual Parish Meeting – The first meeting held on the 9th May was the Annual Parish Meeting. This
meeting is designed to give all those living in the parish the chance to hear the Chairman’s Report on the
activities of the Parish Council in the previous year, and to see how the parish council tax has been spent.
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – the next meeting in the series of four meetings being held on
the 9th May was the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. This is effectively the AGM and appointments
are made to the four committees and representatives to sit on various external bodies. The meeting also
confirmed the co-option of Mr Chris Sprules to the vacant Parish Council meeting. Following on from the
AGM was an ordinary Parish Council Meeting with the usual matters being considered.
A special meeting of the Parish Council will be convened later in May to discuss the draft Neighbourhood
Plan for Ford Parish Council which is considering the possibility of including provision for 1500 new homes
to be built on the airfield in neighbouring Ford Parish.
Planning Applications – A major application has been submitted on behalf of a developer for a housing
development on the fields off Burndell Road. The Parish Council’s Planning Committee met on the 18th
April and decided to raise an objection to this particular application, as the site identified for development
is not included in the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan. There were significant other concerns over the level of
traffic congestion in the village and numerous other issues relating to the plans.
Planning Appeals – Finally, we are still awaiting the decision from the Secretary of State for Communities
and Local Government on the revised application submitted by Keith Langmead to build up to 100 houses
on land at the rear of St Mary’s Church, following the appeal hearing which took place for four days
in July 2015.

Next meeting:
11th July 2016 – at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Meetings are open to the public and you are very welcome to attend.

YAPTON NEWS
Editor:

Andrew Gardiner, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW
Tel: 01243 859141 email: clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk web: www.yaptonpc.gov.uk

Contributions, preferably by email, to the Editor at the above address.The Editor reserves the right to edit all articles or letters
received for publication.The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council except
where specifically indicated.
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Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
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a party, wedding or other event?
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Decorators

Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton�
Yapton & Ford Village Hall
Unit 13, Bilsham Industrial Estate, Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
�
Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!

�

All interior decorating
Tel: 01243 553555
undertaken,
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�
Your
Local Village Blacksmith!
Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!
��
�
no job too small All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made
General Wrought Iron Work & Welding
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�

Local to Yapton

for a free estimate
please call:

All gates, railings, security grilles etc made
to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made�
to customer’s specific requirements
� 325844
to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
Tel: 07940

WEMobile
HAVE A07720
DRIVER
NEAR YOU!
299759
Landline

01243 555320

MOWERCARE

We will be happy to discuss
your requirements
�
www.yaptonhall.org

Unit 14a Bilsham Industrial Estate
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Yapton
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HAPPY
GIVE A LITTLE
Tel: 558822 or 828025
TO GAIN A A
LOT?
dams Airport Cars
SALES • SERVICE • SPARES

Adams Airport Cars

&
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THEN
WE NEED YOU for Advisory Work, Administration, Reception and

for our Campaigning & Marketing Group. Working“We
for the
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soway
many
from
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out of
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topluses,
help you
on yours”

boosting
people’s
confidence
improving
job prospects . . . “After a busy day at the CAB, it’s really
For
servicing
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all
nice to go home and feel you’ve made a difference to the people
who have
come in for
and
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– Seaports
– help
Theatres
makes
of lawnmowers and
go out feeling that the world is not such a bad place”
distance trips
garden machinery To find out more, contact one of the followingLong
numbers
Littlehampton – 01903 724010

Saloons, Estate Cars + 7 seater
Collection &
Bognor – 0344 477 1171 Chichester – 0344 477 1171
Mercedes Traveliner
Delivery
Service
HOWEVER IF YOU NEED US come to our Outreach Service at Yapton & Ford Village Hall where an
advisor is available every Wednesday from 9.30am to 11.30am. Alternatively, you can contact us
available
Gatwick from £38.00

£ 38.00
£60.00

Monday to Friday (1000 to 1600 hours) by ringing our Advice Line on 0344 477 1171
Heathrow
from £58.00
or our Mobile Advice Line on 0300 3300
650.
ARUN & DISTRICT CHICHESTER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
01243
554123
01903 719119
Registered Charity Number:
1099640

DMCHAINSAWS

H Husqvarna

STIHL

 Chainsaws, Strimmers
 Mowers, Garden Tractors
 Blowers, Compactor Plates

 Rotovators, Protective Clothing
We also supply Robin, Hayter, Makita, Oregon,
Equipment Spares and Protective Wear

01243 554065

Walberton Park Farm, Yapton Lane
Walberton, Arundel BN18 0AS
www.dmchainsaws.com

���

���

