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t the May meeting of
the Parish Council, the
Council spends a few
moments looking back over
the previous year and reviews
what has been achieved by the
Council. In this edition of the
Yapton News, the Chairman’s
Annual Report is reproduced
in full. Here are just a few of the highlights
raised by the Chairman in his report.
Playing Field – The Council spends a
significant proportion of its limited budget in
keeping the King George V Playing Field clean
and tidy and a largely litter free environment.
A number of comments are received each year
on the frequency of the grass cutting, which
is scheduled to be cut every two weeks in the
growing season from April to October each
year. The Council cannot afford for it to be cut
more often, but does arrange for extra cuts if
the grass is growing quickly or in advance of
major events being held on the playing field.
You may be interested to know that just under
£4,000 has been spent recently in keeping
the outdoor gym equipment and play area
equipment in working order and safe for all
to use. It is hoped that work to repair the
banks to the skatepark can be arranged in the
coming months.
Dog Fouling – Despite our best efforts there
remains, unfortunately, an on-going issue
with dog fouling on the playing field. It is
unacceptable that this should be left for our
litterpickers Jo and Alan to clear up. Indeed,
it is a most unpleasant task for anyone and if
left on the field could well be a serious health
issue for our children. The Parish Council once
again urges all dog owners and dog walkers
to act responsibly, to keep their dogs on a lead
whilst exercising them on the field, and to
clear up and take their dog’s mess away or use
the bins provided.

Issue 84
Volunteering – In many past editions of
the Yapton News, there have been requests
for volunteers to come forward and assist
the Parish Council in the provision of its
services. Thank you to all those who have put
themselves forward and volunteered for the
many and varied activities we have on offer.
Its never too late to enquire if help is needed
with any of the activites like the Community
Speedwatch Group, delivering the Yapton
News or assisting in cases of emergency in the
parish.
Planning – Much time has been spent on
Planning Matters over the past year and there
is no sign that this will reduce over the coming
months. The Planning Committee has had to
deal with a number of significant planning
applications, with only one being on a site
approved for development in the made Yapton
Neighbourhood Plan. The Parish Council will
soon be asking for your help in identifying and
agreeing further sites in Yapton for housing
development to help Arun Council meet its
shortfall in future housing provision. Yapton
could be asked to take up to a further 849
houses to help meet this shortfall.
Communications – The aim of Yapton
News is to provide an eclectic mix of articles
as well as some ‘interesting’ information on
what the Council itself is doing for and in the
community. This is coupled with regular and
interesting reports received from many of the
clubs and organisations which meet and serve
the residents of the village and its surrounding
localities. The Parish Council is committed to
continuing with the publication of the Yapton
News for the foreseeable future. I am always
keen to hear from any residents who wish to
provide an article or a letter for publication in
a future edition of the Yapton News.

Andrew Gardiner

Editor. clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk

Cover picture: Hoe Lane, Flansham by Andrew Gardiner
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Parish of Yapton
Annual Parish Meeting
Chairman’s Report
2016/2017
This report covers the twelve month
period since the last Annual Parish Meeting
on 9th May 2016. It is my tenth report to
you as Chairman of the Parish Council.
The Parish Council is composed of 10 elected
members who serve for a 4 year period. The last
scheduled Parish Council elections took place in
May 2015.
In May 2016, Mr Chris Sprules was appointed to
the Parish Council. Since then two resignations
have been received. Firstly, from Dan Goddard in
July 2016, and after following the normal process
Mrs Sally Beard was co-opted to the Council
in November 2016. In November the Council
received the resignation of Mrs Lynn Kendall, and
co-opted Mrs Pamela Evans to the Council at its
March 2017 meeting.
Over the last 12 months there have been
six meetings of the full Parish Council and six
meetings of the Planning Committee. At the
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May
2016, I was re-elected as Chairman with Dan
Goddard being appointed as Vice-Chairman.
Following his resignation in July Michael Pickthall
was appointed as Vice-Chairman of the Parish
Council.
Yapton is represented at the County Council by
two members of the UKIP party, Joan Phillips and
Graham Jones who were elected in May 2013
to represent the Middleton Division (which
includes Yapton) and Felpham Division (which
includes Hoe Lane) respectively. It has been
pleasing that Joan Phillips has been able to attend
some of our meetings. The four yearly cycle of
elections will be held on the 4th May 2017 to
elect representatives for the Yapton wards on
the County Council.
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What Do We Do?
For those who may be new to the village, the
parish services include responsibility for and
maintaining the King George V Playing Field, the
two village car parks, the skate park, the children’s
play area, a range of outdoor exercise equipment,
the all-purpose floodlit sports enclosure and
adjacent youth shelter, the picnic tables and seats
on the playing field, the litter collection service,
an allotments site, bus shelters, as well as some
street lighting and financial support for the village
hall and voluntary organisations.
Your Council has representatives on outside
bodies which oversee and manage various
functions and activities impacting on the local
area. A key role, which is discussed later, is
the Council’s role in the planning function,
particularly with regard to the vetting of all
planning applications for the parish.
The Council also maintains a website www.
yaptonpc.gov.uk which contains information
about the Parish, the Council and its meetings.
The Council also publishes after each Parish
Council meeting, the Yapton News, a bi-monthly
magazine for residents, which not only includes
information about the Parish Council’s activities
but also includes, amongst other things, reports
from clubs and organisations which operate
in the village. Yapton News is delivered free of
charge to every household in the village by a
team of volunteers. We are currently delivering
to approaching 1900 households in the parish, an
significant increase over the last year.
Recreational Facilities in Yapton
The contract for grass cutting on the playing field
has just been renewed and for the three years
from April 2017 – 2020 will be performed by

George Burley Ltd of Dorking. The contractor
undertakes grass cutting for many West Sussex
schools and has a local depot at Halnaker, near
Chichester. The Parish contract provides for the
field to be cut on a fortnightly basis (weather
permitting), normally on Thursdays, although
there is provision for extra cuts and for it to be
rolled if these are needed.
The Parish Council prides itself in maintaining
all the play equipment to a high standard and
carrying out promptly any repairs which may be
needed. It is encouraging therefore, when you
look at its overall condition, to realise that it is
now 16 years since the children’s play area was
opened to mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.
Regular inspections of both the play area and
equipment and the gym equipment is undertaken
to ensure the equipment remains safe and fit
for purpose.
The skate park continues to be hugely popular
with our youngsters and the envy of many of
our neighbours. Indeed we know that youngsters
travel from Clymping, Ford, Barnham and
Walberton and even further afield, to use the
facilities and this is encouraging because it also
brings in business for the shops in the village.The
Council is currently investigating what needs to
be done to the grass banks to bring them up to

a good standard for the enjoyment of our young
people throughout the year.
Planning Matters
Over the past year the Council, and the Planning
Committee, has carefully vetted all the planning
applications which have been submitted for
Yapton – some 26 in total (compared to 44 in
the previous year). The majority of these were
relatively straightforward household applications,
but as in the previous year a number of major
applications were submitted on behalf of
developers, including an application for a housing
development on Bonhams Field, Main Road, and
on land near the Cinders Lane Nursery Site off
Bilsham Road.
The early part of 2017 has been very busy for the
Planning Committee Chairman and its Members.
The Committee met on the 9th January 2017
to consider its response to Planning Application
Y/80/16/OUT – resubmission of planning
application Y/60/14/OUT – for up to 100
dwellings on land to the south of Ford Lane,
and East of North End Road. The Council has
been informed that this application has been
refused by Arun District Council Planners, and
the applicant has now submitted an appeal. The
Court Date for hearing the appeal against refusal
to grant planning permission on the original
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planning application was set down for the 21st
March 2017. In the end the hearing took place
over two days. The judgement in this case was
handed down on the 10th April 2017. The case
was dismissed by the Judge, and therefore, the
application will not proceed.We, along with many
other local council’s from all over the country,
have been awaiting this judgement with interest,
which means that the Yapton Neighburhood Plan
will carry appropriate weight when planning
applications are being considered, even when the
District Council has not got a sound Local Plan
in place.
The Planning Committee then met on the
13th February 2017 to consider its response
to Planning Application Y/1/17/OUT – for
56 dwellings on Bonhams Field, Main Road.
The Committee unanimously agreed to
object to this application on many grounds,
but mainly due to the fact that this site was
not allocated for development in the agreed
Yapton Neighbourhood Plan. A decision on the
application was expected by 28th April 2017.
On the 13th March, the Planning Committee
considered the Planning Application Y/5/17/OUT
– 51 dwellings at Cinders Nursery and land
rear of Cinders Lane, Yapton. The Committee
have decided to give conditional support to this
application mainly due to the fact that this site
was allocated for development in the agreed
Yapton Neighbourhood Plan. A decision on the
application was expected by 9th June 2017.
6

If you have a concern about a particular planning
application in the village please do contact the
Chairman of the Planning Committee or the
Clerk. In this connection residents may also
be interested to know that the Parish Council
has published on its website guidance about
the procedure to follow when responding to
planning applications.
Yapton CE Primary School
The Parish Council has endeavoured to maintain
its links with the local primary school in Yapton
which the majority of children in the village
attend. We look forward to further developing
the links and relationship which has been built
up between the school, parish council and the
community.
Allotments
Following his retirement as a Parish Councillor,
Mr Mick Caiger continues in his role of managing
and overseeing the Parish Council’s Allotment
site in Cinders Lane, and we thank him for all
the work he does behind the scenes to ensure
everything runs smoothly.
The Council noted the outcome of the renegotiation of the lease for the Cinders Lane
Allotment Site with the rental proposed to
continue at the rate of £500 per annum with
effect from the 25th March 2016 rising to £550
in March 2019. The lease being for a 6 year term.
The Council considered the need to fix
the allotments rentals for the financial year

commencing on 1st April 2017. The annual
rental was increased to £30.00 for a 5 rod plot
in 2016/2017. With the agreed site rental at the
rate of £500.00 in 2017, the Council agreed
that the allotment annual rental be increased to
£31.00 for a 5 rod plot for 2017/2018.
Policing in Yapton and the Neighbouring
Villages
The Council received a letter from Chief
Inspector Justin Burtenshaw, the Arun &
Chichester District Commander, which informed
the Parish Council that Sussex Police were going
through some transformational changes, both in
terms of its staffing and role. He also provided
an update on the Local Policing Programme
(LPP) and how this has changed in Chichester
and Arun Districts.With the review of policing in
the area, PCSO’s are no longer designated to a
specific patch but work on a team basis.
Grants to Voluntary Organisations 2016/17
The Council considered the applications received
from voluntary and charitable organisations
for grant-aid in financial year 2016/17, and
agreed that grants be made to the following
organisations:
Bognor Regis, Chichester and
District branch of the Samaritans

–  £120;

Arun & Chichester
Citizens Advice Bureau

–  £75;

1st Yapton & Ford Scout Group

–  £100;

Yapton and District Cottage
Gardeners’ Society

–  £150;

Yapton Evergreen Over 50’s Club

–  £75;

Yapton and Ford Local History Group –  £200;
West Sussex Mediation Service

–  £50;

Arun Co-Ordinated Community Transport
–  £100.
The Budget for 2016/17 was £870 and the
budget has been fully allocated.
Yapton Community Emergency Plan
The five members of the volunteer group who
had agreed to become Community Emergency
Co-ordinators, together with the Clerk of the
Council, have met on several occasions during
the year, to review what work needed to be
done to complete the emerging Community

Emergency Plan. The plan includes sections on
setting up an Emergency Centre at the Yapton
and Ford Village Hall, which would include a
“place of safety” for residents who may have
been evacuated from their homes or involved
in a local incident, and an “emergency control
centre” for managing any local response to an
emergency incident. The Council is looking for
volunteers to fulfil various roles included in the
plan, and will be contacting many of the local
groups and organisations operating in the village
to see if volunteers can be found to help out in
local emergencies.
Yapton & Ford Village Hall
The Parish Council has three representatives
who serve on the Management Committee,
Derek Ambler, Tony Kendall and Chris Sprules
who give regular reports to the Council on their
meetings and activities.
The Council has been pleased to note that
the village hall’s financial position has improved
as a result of increased income from bookings
and regular hirings of office space on the
first floor. It will be recognised however that
maintenance of the premises both internally and
externally and the need to ensure that the public
premises conform to strict regulatory and safety
requirements, remain a drain on resources and is
one with which the Management Committee has
constantly to grapple. The repairs to the Clock
and cleaning of the Clock Tower together with
the replacement of the cladding on the westerly
end of the hall wall were finally completed in
March 2017.
For many years now the Parish Councils of
Yapton and Ford have jointly accepted financial
responsibility for the maintenance of the external
fabric of the building and Yapton has made
provision in its budget should any significant
maintenance issues arise.
Keeping the Village Tidy
As always it would be remiss of me in writing
this report not to mention and warmly thank Jo
Smithers, ably assisted by her husband Alan, for
the really excellent work they do on our behalf
to keep the village and particularly the playing
field looking so tidy.
Despite our best efforts there remains,
unfortunately, an on-going issue with dog fouling
on the field. It is unacceptable that this should
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be left for Jo and Alan to clear up. It is a most
unpleasant task for anyone and if left on the
field could well be a serious health issue for our
children. The Parish Council once again urges
all dog owners to act responsibly, to keep their
dogs on a lead whilst exercising them on the field
and take their dog’s mess away or use the bins
provided.
Drones – restrictions on flying over
Parish Council land
Popularly known as drones, but also referred to
as remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS) or
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) they come in a
variety of shapes and sizes, ranging from small
handheld types up to large aircraft, potentially a
similar size to airliners. Just like any other aircraft,
an unmanned aircraft must always be flown in a
safe manner, both with respect to other aircraft
in the air and also to people and properties on
the ground.The Civil Aviation Authority’s primary
aim is to enable the full and safe integration of
all UAS operations into the UK’s total aviation
system.
The Parish Council has a duty to ensure that
people can use the land it owns freely and
safely. With the guidance available from the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) it seemed sensible for
the Parish Council to adopt a “No Flying” ban
on the use of Drones on Council owned land.
Network Rail have also taken steps to impose
restrictions on the flying of drones on or over
rail infrastructure.
Yapton News
The aim of Yapton News is to provide an eclectic
mix of articles as well as some ‘interesting’
information on what the Council itself is doing
for and in the community. This is coupled with
regular and interesting reports received from
many of the clubs and organisations which meet
and serve the residents of the village and its
surrounding localities.
The Scout Hut, Drove Lane, Yapton
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The Editor strives to keep each issue of the
magazine ‘local’ so that all the articles, pictures
and features relate to and will be of interest to
Yapton residents. He would always welcome
more contributions though. If, for example, you
are unhappy or have issues about something in
the village why not share this with others by
writing to the Editor? In the days of computers
most people can easily do this by email and you
don’t even have to invest in a stamp!
For those local businesses who may not have
considered using Yapton News to advertise and
promote their services, the cost of advertising is
very reasonable for the 6 editions published each
year, and delivery to approaching 1900 homes in
the parish.
My grateful thanks go to all those who regularly
send in contributions for the magazine and to the
team of volunteers who help with delivering the
Parish Council’s magazine to an ever increasing
number of households in the village.
Memorial Plaque to Commemorate
Service Personnel Lost in the Two
World Wars
I was particularly pleased to see an Act of
Remembrance, attended by a number of local
residents and relatives of those commemorated,
taking place at the new Memorial Plaque on the
morning of the 11th November last year. The Act
of Remembrance and wreath laying took place at
Yapton and Ford Village Hall, Main Road Yapton,
where the new Memorial Plaque had been
installed on an outside wall next to the main
entrance. The Parish Council had commissioned
the Memorial Plaque to commemorate those
servicemen and women who lost their lives
in the two world wars, and who lived or were
associated with the villages of Yapton and Ford.
33 names of those who died in the First World
War and 16 names of those who died in the
Second World War are commemorated on
the plaque.

Assets of Community Value
The Council received confirmation from
Arun District Council that the Scout Hut in
Drove Lane had been approved as an Asset of
Community Value, which now puts two items
on the list for Yapton after the Council had
approved the designation of the Maypole Inn,
Maypole Lane, Yapton as an Asset of Community
Value earlier in 2016. The Community Right to
Bid was introduced by the Localism Act 2011
which aims to keep valued land and buildings in
community use by giving local people the chance
to bid to buy them, if and when they come
onto the market. The rights give local people
the opportunity to nominate public and private
land and buildings to be included on a register
of ‘Assets of Community Value’ which is held by
Arun District Council. The Parish Council, along
with a number of other community organisations
can nominate land and buildings for inclusion on
the list.

Arun District Association of Local Councils
(ADALC)
The Council has agreed to become a member of
ADALC. The initial membership fee has been set
at £15 per parish/town and the membership year
runs from 1st January 2017.
Our Finances
Funding for the running of Parish Council services
comes from the parish precept, which is included
in your annual council tax bill, and is levied on
every household in the parish. The Council also
relies on other income from charges for services
and reserves.

Traffic Issues in the Village
The Parish Council has been faced with various
issues regarding traffic in the village of Yapton for
some time now.The Clerk arranged for meetings
to take place after local residents volunteered to
assist the Parish Council in trying to look into
ways of resolving some of the traffic issues which
are affecting the local community.

For the time being, the Parish Council finances
remain reasonably sound, despite increasing
costs, including the need to make appropriate
provision for maintaining the recreational
facilities in the village. However, the Parish
Council has reluctantly had to agree to an
increase of 10% in its precept for 2017/18.
This is an increase equivalent to 3p per week
for the average property in Yapton. Where
appropriate, the Council has, and will continue to
supplement its income, by seeking grants where
these become available, particularly for one-off
projects. A financial statement setting out the
Parish Council’s income and expenditure for the
year ending 31 March 2017 can be found on the
Parish Council’s Website.

A Community Speedwatch Group for Yapton has
been set up and I am delighted that one of the
local residents has agreed to take on the role
of the lead co-ordinator and has completed
the initial application to set up Yapton as a
Community Speedwatch location. The group
size is now 6 and provides a good starting point
for monitoring traffic speeds at 4 designated
locations in the village.

Conclusion
In closing, I should like as usual to take this
opportunity of recording my personal thanks
to all members of the Parish Council for their
support and interest in the village throughout
the past year. I would also like to thank the Clerk
of the Council, Andrew Gardiner, for the work
he does in supporting me and in furthering the
work of the Council.

The Council hopes that more local residents
would join the traffic issues group to discuss and
identify initiatives to deal with traffic concerns
in the village. It was also hoped that volunteers,
following appropriate training, would join those
who will be identifying speeding vehicles at the
designated locations in the village, and reporting
these vehicles to the Police for follow-up letters
to be sent.

In the coming 12 months the Council will
continue its aim of delivering a quality and
efficient service for the people of Yapton. The
Council will endeavour to ensure that the
facilities and services for which it is responsible
are maintained to a high standard. The Council
will also aim to keep the community well
informed through continuing the publication
of Yapton News and regularly updating of the
Council’s website and, as ever, the Council
and I will endeavour to respond promptly and
efficiently to residents’ concerns.

Stephen Haymes

Chairman of the Parish Council

8th May 2017
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Gaston
Farm
The month of April saw Yapton Free
Church selling endless amounts of cake,
cooking up box loads of burgers and
holding very cute little chicks, ducks and
lambs as we spent our time volunteering
at Gaston Farm Open Lambing.
Yapton Free Church has been involved in Gaston
Farm since it opened in 2009 as one of our
leaders, Gerald Sercombe, is the farmer.
Every day, people flocked to the Farm for a fun
day out enjoying a tractor-trailer ride, seeing the
little lambs and maybe even being lucky enough
to see one being born! For those who chose to
come on a Sunday, there was the added bonus
of seeing one of our ‘Special Guests’. Daniel
Cutting, 5-time world record holder and football
freestyler. He was a massive hit as he stunned
us with his incredible football skills once again.
Pompey Legend Linvoy Primus also joined us
for a Sunday at the farm, teaching some football
skills and sharing his story while surrounded by
chicks and ducks. On Easter Sunday, mime artist
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Johnny Gillet cleverly re-enacted some funny
stories including the parable of the lost sheep
and the Easter Story. On the final Sunday, and
the last day of Open Lambing for this year, the
barn came alive with the grove of blues as our
talented friends from Holland played some tunes.
The appeal of the Farm has even spread across
the seas to the Netherlands. For last few years,
we’ve had several teams from Arnhem travel all
the way to Yapton just to volunteer at Gaston
Farm Open Lambing. This year was no different,

and a team of 10 rocked up on Good Friday to
help park cars, cook burgers and help with the
chicks, ducks and lambs over the Easter weekend.
Last year, we raised over £40,000 for our charities
in Nepal, South Africa, Mongolia and Burundi as
well as local charities and we hope to have raised
a similar amount this year. All the money we raise
goes directly to our charities, transforming the
lives of those less fortunate. Over the years, we’ve
supported building projects, feeding programmes,
schools work, churches, orphanages, earthquake
relief and much more.
Some of the money raised last year was sent out
to Burundi at a time when they were desperately

in need; some of the people were genuinely
starving and with no other income possible, this
donation literally kept them alive providing food
and living expenses for 20 people and families for
2 months. It’s such a privilege that we get to play
a role in transforming the lives of others. Hearing
stories like these, of which there are many, is
always an encouragement and an inspiration for
us to continue doing what we are do. I want to
say a massive ‘thank you’ to all our volunteers
and all those who visited Gaston Farm, this year
or in previous years. It’s incredible to think that
every cup of tea and slice of cake can make a
difference.
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We are delighted to extend this exclusive offer
to you to come and enjoy lunch at
Bailiffscourt Hotel, Climping

Two Course Lunch for
just £15 per person
Valid 1st April – 30th June 2017, Monday – Friday
Please bring this voucher with you
Not available in conjunction with any other offer / Subject to availability
One voucher per table for up to eight guests

Book your lunch today, call 01903 723511
Climping Street, Climping, West Sussex, BN17 5RW
Part of Historic Sussex Hotels Group

www.hshotels.co.uk

25 years of the Yapton &
Ford Local History Group
The Yapton & Ford Local History Group is
now in its Silver Jubilee Year. This thriving
local group came into being as a direct
result of a yearlong course organised by
Tim Hudson, Sussex editor of the Victoria
County History, and Barry Fletcher, a
lecturer at the Bognor Campus of what is
now the University of Chichester.

neighbour which included Ford Airfield and the
junction of the Canal with the River Arun.
The early intentions were to study documents
procured from the West Sussex Records Office
and other sources to build up a picture of the
village history. This only appealed to a limited

The purpose of the course was to assist Tim
Hudson with his research into the history of
Yapton Village.
Following the course, several members of the
group wanted to continue with the research and
so the History Group was born. A leaflet drop
was organised inviting any like minded people to
attend an open meeting with the aim of increasing
the number of members of the embryo club.
The information and documents accumulated
over the previous year were donated to the new
group by Tim Hudson which became the basis of
what is now an extensive library of documents,
photographs and books which are available to
members and public alike. Because of the close
ties that Yapton has with the parish of Ford, the
area of interest was expanded to cover its near
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number of people with
the
inevitable
result
that numbers dwindled.
In an attempt to increase
membership, guest speakers
were invited from time to
time to give talks on local
topics, which proved
popular and attendances
steadily rose. Today the Group
has a very healthy membership with
the monthly meetings regularly attracting
between 30 and 40 members and guests.
A natural progression from these monthly
meetings was the inclusion of field trips. Once
or twice a year the committee organised trips
to local attractions. Among the list of visits
were Fishbourne Roman Palace, Tangmere Air
Museum, Lewis Castle, Shoreham Fort and the
archaeological site at Boxgrove where the bone
of Boxgrove Man was found.
Over the years publications have been produced
containing articles written by members based on
information uncovered by in-house research.The
earliest of these was a short run of the ‘Village
Past-Times’booklet. It consisted of four thin
issues containing such items as ‘The Man Who
Sold His Wife’, ‘The Birth of a Pub’ (The Lamb)
and ‘What’s in a Name’ (possible derivations
of the name Yapton). This was followed by the
Millenium Map which was part of a county
wide project led by Kim Leslie of West Sussex
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Records Office with the aim
of persuading as many
parishes as possible to
produce a map which
was a snapshot of their
village in the year 2000.
The Groups contribution
was the production of a map
of the parishes of Yapton and
Ford illustrated with village
scenes as well as historical
items. All the work was carried
out by members and local artists and
the original can be seen hanging in the foyer of
the Village Hall. There are still copies of prints
available for sale. The most ambitious project
undertaken was the production and publication
of five Heritage Trail booklets which was funded
by a £20,000 grant from the Lotteries Heritage
Fund. Five trails were identified, four in Yapton
and one in Ford. These Trails guided the reader
through areas of the village and included
photographs and a few lines of historical details
about buildings of interest. These are also still in
print and are available for purchase. The latest
project was producing sets of postcards which
portrayed local buildings. The pictures are based
on watercolours painted by local artist David
Day. Again these are still available for purchase.
Perhaps the most visible signs of the Group’s
activities are the regular exhibitions which are
normally held in the village hall. Although in
2015, with full co-operation of the churches of
St Mary, St Andrew and the
Free Church, the exhibitions
portraying the history of the
Churches in the Community
were held in the churches
themselves. Over the past
25 years there have been
exhibitions commemorating
VE day, the centenary of the
outbreak of the Great War
and the centenary of the
Battle of the Somme where
the screening of the original
film The Somme was shown
courtesy of the Imperial
War Museum. There have
been other exhibitions with
a more local flavour where
visitors could study old maps
of the area including the

1841Tithe Map, old photographs and documents
all telling or showing aspects of the history of
the two villages.
Perhaps the most poignant exhibition was held
in 2010 which mapped out the history of Ford
Airfield with special focus of the 70th anniversary
of the air attack by Stukas of the Luftwaffe on
18th August 1940 which left 28 people dead. The
village hall housed displays telling the history of
the Airfield while outside the playing field was
taken over by static displays of Military Vehicles,
Land Army Girls, Armaments all supported by
a Marching Band. Guests of Honours were the
Chairman of Arun District Council and the Fleet
Air Arm’s Eastern England Commodore.The star
of the show was undoubtedly a flypast by the
Fleet Air Arm Memorial Flight’s Seahawk which
is the only example left flying in the world. They
were a common sight flying over Yapton & Ford in
the 1950’s. Approximately 1500 visitors attended
during the course of the day, an event which the
BBC covered on their local news broadcast.
The History Group is very fortunate in having
the support of both Parish Councils and several
local businesses and shops who regularly help
with funding or giving of their services to ensure
the Group is able to continue to research and

promote the history of our two villages for the
local community to enjoy.
Our Group meets in the Clubroom of the Yapton
& Ford Village Hall at 7.15pm on the first Monday
of each month with the exception of May and
August or when it falls on a bank holiday (see
local posters for information). Members are free,
visitors £2.50. Come along and join us you will
be made very welcome.

Forthcoming events in the
Yapton & Ford Village Hall:
Monday June 5th

Sussex Inns and their Architecture
An Illustrated talk by Janet Pennington
Saturday August 12th

25th Anniversary Exhibition
A collection of Maps and photographs
old and new of the two Parishes
Allen Misselbrook, Chairman
April 2017
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- 24 hour service
- Free bereavement advice
- Pre-paid funeral plans

FELPHAM
103 - 105 Felpham Way, PO22 8QB

01243 587067
www.funeralcare.co.uk
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BOOK YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION AT OUR EXPENSE
Telephone Hilary Peyman
01903 882007
or e-mail hilary.peyman@lighthousewealth.co.uk

Part of
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The Mellor Practice is a trading style of Lighthouse Wealth Limited, an appointed representative of
Lighthouse Advisory Services Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
The value of your investments can go down as well as up, so you could get less back than you invested.

Village People
Compiled by Will Newman (the fifth of a series of six interviews produced as part of the
work required to achieve his Duke of Edinburgh Gold award).
After an amazing Easter break, it’s time
to continue our series of interviews
with the people of Yapton, and who else
would be more perfect than our Vicar
Richard Hayes.
A well-known figure around the community, who
is there for those in need, and helps bring people
together to celebrate at St. Mary’s Church most
Sundays.
Q1. What is your job, and how long have you
worked in the area?
A. I studied at Chichester University to become a
priest, where I also met my future wife – Tracey. Later
on in our lives, we bought a house in Yapton and I’ve
been working for the Church of St. Mary’s for the last
15 years.
Q2. What brought you to the village?
A. Well Tracey is from Sussex, so I fell in love
with her, and then the county! We were looking for a
place to stay at the time, and saw Yapton – a working
village with a mixed and friendly community, which
was just perfect. I can safely say I have never lived
anywhere longer than here.
Q3. What are the most
significant
changes
in
Yapton you have noticed?
A. I think most adults will
agree, that the concentration
of pubs in the area have
lowered drastically, which is
a shame as we need these
sorts of places to help bring
people together to socialise.
A more obvious change would
also be more housing and
people.
Q4. What
are
your
favourite things about the
village?
A. It’s great to see the
village becoming livelier, with
the school becoming busier
which is fantastic. It is in the
perfect location; we are close

to the beach, the Downs and other lively towns such
as Arundel and Chichester. But what I love the most
about the village is its community, it’s extremely hard
to find one better than this one.
Q5. If you had to describe the Yapton
Community, what would it be?
A. A traditional working Village.
Q6. If you could add an event or festival to our
village’s calendar, what would it be?
A. I would love to see the development of a big
summer fair where we all come together to celebrate!
I am already aware that the cottage gardeners group
are working on an idea like this which is great! I
would love to see the community give them our full
support.
Q7. If you won the lottery, what do you think
you would do with the money?
A. Well, Tracey and I would love to set up a trust
fund to support the local benefices in our area i.e.
Climping, Ford etc... I’d also create a fund to support
those who visit from other countries to train as vicars,
as well as providing some local social aid, such as
providing much needed supplies where possible
e.g. food, water, financial
problems etc.… Finally, if
Richard Hayes
I had any money left over
for myself, I would definitely
invest in a new Land Rover
Defender, it’s my dream car!
Q8. Has there been any
funny or embarrassing
moments which have
occurred during time at
work?
A. Well,
on
some
occasions I have managed to
get names mixed up during
events, which has caused a lot
of laughter looking back. I’m
sure for those who have been
to my many services over
the years will all remember
some very funny moments
especially over the everpopular Christmas period!
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Yapton Cottage
Gardeners’ Society
Spring Flower Show
Yapton Cottage Gardeners’ Society began
the new season of friendly competition
with an excellent Spring Flower Show,
staged in the Village Hall in mid-March.
The entry figure of 236 was markedly above
that of the previous year, as was the number
of participants; at 42, this figure included four
newcomers to showing, among whom was a
two-year old child! A number of exhibits were
entered from outside the immediate area, with
a strong contingent from Southwick, joined by
those from Hampshire, Kent and Essex.
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The first impressions upon entering the Village
Hall must have been favourable; a fine show
of daffodils complemented by a pronounced
perfume greeted the visitor, plus the supporting
role played other cut flowers and a great variety
of potted plants and vegetables added to the
horticultural content of the show. The flower
arranging section was small, but did attract a
first-time competitor; the cookery classes were
well supported, with the male competitors
having considerable success against the ladies.
The handicraft classes drew a small number
of entries, but the photography was better

supported and had a lot of public attention. The
schedule finished with the children’s exhibits,
with five young people involved in staging in this
category.
The public viewing in the afternoon attracted
over 100 visitors, who undoubtedly enjoyed
the event as a visual spectacle before going on
to attend the side-stalls with their offerings of
garden plants; breads, cakes and confectionary;
and crafts and jewelry, a bottle tombola and
the raffle. The Society added one or two more
members to its numbers during the day.
At the end of the event, Vice-President Stella
Whitelock, presented the awards offering
the Harry March Cup for most points in the
horticultural classes and the Pratt Trophy, for
prizes in the Cookery Section, to Show Secretary,
David Donovan. The Junior Spring Cup, for the

younger element of show persons, went to eightyear-old Cerys Hier with her three first prizes.
The next produce show, the Early Summer, will
be staged in Yapton Village Hall on June 17th, with
roses and sweet peas as principal cut flowers.

FIRST PRIZE WINNERS
David Donovan, `Mac’ MacCulloch, Pam Collie,
Eva Pendreich, Terry Booker, Mary Carmel Pardi,
Roy Phillips, Irene Jordan, Anne Hollis, Elaine
Cordingley, Graham Coomber, Diane Booker,
Malcolm Paradine, Sheila French, Heather
Booth, Derek Dukes, Ian Watts, John Knight, Ted
Coomber, Jacob Chapillion Gold, Cerys Hier.
The full results will be available at
www.yaptongardeners.co.uk
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Walberton Open Gardens
Sunday 18th June
From 12 to 5pm
Plant Sales • Classic Cars • Art Exhibition • Live Music
This year there are over 20 beautiful
Gardens open in Walberson & Binsted

Cream Teas – Village Hall 2-5pm
Free Parking & Shuttle Bus
Pay on the day £5, children free
Proceeds to support local charity JustDifferent
and picnic tables for the village field.

St. Mary’s
Walberton

Loving God – Loving Community

HAPPY TO
GIVE A LITTLE
TO GAIN A LOT?
THEN WE NEED YOU for Advisory Work, Administration, Reception and
for our Campaigning & Marketing Group. Working for the CAB has so many pluses,
from boosting people’s confidence to improving job prospects . . . “After a busy day
at the CAB, it’s really nice to go home and feel you’ve made a difference to the people
who have come in for help and go out feeling that the world is not such a bad place”
To find out more, contact one of the following numbers
Littlehampton – 01903 724010
Bognor – 0344 477 1171 Chichester – 0344 477 1171
HOWEVER IF YOU NEED US come to our Outreach Service at Yapton & Ford
Village Hall where an advisor is available every Wednesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
Alternatively, you can contact us
Monday to Friday (1000 to 1600 hours) by ringing our Advice Line on 0344 477 1171
or our Mobile Advice Line on 0300 3300 650.
ARUN & DISTRICT CHICHESTER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Registered Charity Number: 1099640
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Yapton and District Cottage Gardeners’ Society

‘Summer Special’ on the
Village Green –Yapton
July 15th 12 noon – 3.00pm

Real Ale Marquee
Other drinks available

(with thanks to the Maypole)

Live Music by ‘A Tad Tighter’
BBQ
Stalls – plants,
cakes/breads/preserves, tombola
Try your luck at various games

Tea, coffee and homemade
cakes in the Village Hall
Plus

‘See what your Village Hall
can offer you’
An opportunity to find out about the facilities
of the hall and some of the clubs that use it.
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Grants to Voluntary Organisations
Have you applied yet?
At its July meeting Yapton Parish Council will be considering and making decisions on
applications for grant-aid received from voluntary organisations, including clubs and
charities, which can “demonstrate that they provide a service, benefit or assistance
to the inhabitants of Yapton”. Grants will not normally exceed £100 towards an
organisation’s running costs; exceptionally, higher grants may be awarded to help
“pump-prime” particular projects.
Application forms are obtainable from the Clerk of the Council, 38 Ruskin Avenue,
North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW, or by email: Clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk or
downloadable from the Council’s Website at www.yaptonpc.gov.uk
The closing date this year for receipt of completed applications is Monday
26th June 2017. All applications must be accompanied by an audited statement of
the organisation’s latest financial accounts.

Around the
Village

Two of our regular supporters have been ill for
some time, we wish Morag and Pam a speedy
recovery, and look forward to seeing them in the
near future, we have missed you.

Yapton Community
Coffee Morning
Elsie Nichols

If you are new to the area, then please come and
join us for Coffee/Tea/Biscuits. We meet every
Wednesday morning in the Yapton Village Hall
from 10.30am to 12 noon. We would be very
pleased to see you. There are no entrance fees
etc., you just pay £1.00 for your refreshments.

It was nice to see some good
weather again, this cheers
people up and encourages
them to get out and about. We usually see our
numbers increase when the weather is good.

Yapton and Ford
Village Hall
Report by Derek Ambler

We recently had our Easter Raffle which, as
always, was a great success. Thank you to the
supporters who provided some of the prizes.
Everyone was so shocked when they heard our
local Primary School had been vandalised. Most
of us have had children at the school at one time
or another, so as Treasurer, I asked permission to
send a donation to the school from our group
and this was agreed. The school is currently on
their Easter break, but I will deliver the donation
as soon as they return.
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April started well with a highly
successful Race Night and
Sausage and Mash Supper. The hall was filled
to capacity mainly thanks to a large group of
members from U3A who are regular users of our
hall. They are very welcome to join us whenever
we hold fund raising events. Once again thanks
are due to Joan’s hard working kitchen crew, I
cannot believe they actually volunteer for this
hot uncomfortable task. The proceeds of the
evening help fund maintenance of the building,
most recently the professional cleaning and

recoating of the main hall floor and the small hall
and toilets had their floors machine scrubbed
and polished.
Over the Easter weekend Joan and Michael spent
a lot of time removing the upholstery from some
old metal framed chairs which were taking up
space in a storeroom. Michael, using his Van and
trailer was able to dispose of the metal to a scrap
merchant. We now have to dispose of the foam
filled seats etc.
The next fund raiser will be a Quiz Night on
Saturday 22nd July, tables for up to 6 people will
cost £10 as usual. It would be as well to book
your table early, as last time we had to cram
in a table at the last minute. Call Derek on
01243 551156.

Yapton Free Church
Report by Katie Van Driel
For the 9th Year running, we
spent our Easter volunteering
at Gaston Farm, raising money
for our various charities (have a read of our
‘Gaston Farm’ article for more about what we
got up too!). But with Gaston Farm now over
for another year, we can take a quick breather
before we prepare for all our summer activities.
Our new Alpha Course started on the 3rd May
with a BBQ! Our Alpha course explores the
meaning of life and it runs every Wednesday
Evening, 7:30pm at the Old Church Building,
Main Road,Yapton.You are very welcome to pop
along at any stage during the course.We also run
a ‘After hours Youth Alpha’ from 7:15pm- 9pm.
This is a space for youth between the ages of 12
and 18 to hang out, enjoy a milkshake and have a
chat about what life is all about!
Our normal weekly meetings and activities are
set to continue into the summer; with prayer
groups, homegroups, Shine, New creations,
Parent and Toddlers, Youth Club and Alpha all
playing a vital role in our Church life. But there
are also a few other events that we have lined up.
In mid-May, a small team from YFC are going to
Madrid to speak at a three-day conference with
several Spanish churches.
At the end of May, a group of us from Yapton
Free Church will join 20,000+ others at Wiston

House for the Big Church Day Out. It is always
a fun weekend listening to great music and
bands from around the world, worshipping with
thousands of others, enjoying cream teas on the
lawn and making the most of the great British
weather!!
Our annual Holiday Club will be back on the
village green this Summer from the Monday 31st
July to Friday 4th August. This is a slightly later
date than normal due to the unusual and differing
end of term dates between local schools.
There is always lots happening at Yapton Free
Church; from men’s breakfasts to Parent and
Toddler groups. You are more than welcome to
join us for any of our events, activities or services
at Yapton Free Church. Our Sunday Services are
usually at 10:30am at Yapton Village Hall and on
the first Sunday of each month is our ‘Family
Funday Sunday’. For more information on all
that goes on at Yapton Free Church, visit our
website on www.yaptonfreechurch.net , like us
on Facebook at Yapton Free Church or call our
office on 01243 552232.

1st Yapton
Guides Group
Report by Anna Drynan
The Rainbows are celebrating ’30 Years of
Rainbows’ this year and have been to Paultons
Park this term for a thrilling day out with their
Rainbow friends from across the County. They
enjoyed Peppa Pig World as well as exciting
trips on trains and boats including water splash
adventures and tea cup rides. With five new
Rainbows joining, the girls have been getting
to know each other and have played games,
practised their team work with a construction
evening, made paper sailing boats and enjoyed
the delights of creating (and eating) pizzas
and kebabs.
The Brownies will be putting on their
environmental and scientific thinking caps this
term and will be working towards badges. The
Science Investigator Badge will see them carrying
out experiments and learning how things work
and their Environment badge will help them
to discover the importance of looking after
the world around them. The Brownie Pack has
welcomed eight new Brownies this term so
they will be learning and making their Brownie
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Promises and looking forward to new adventures
and lots of fun.
The Guides are looking forward to the summer
evenings and have a local camp planned called
‘Take Your Toothbrush’ where they will be doing
lots of games and activities, cooking their own
breakfasts and enjoying a KTROO session on
bouncy boots which will no doubt be the highlight
of the weekend.The Guides are working on their
‘Finding Your Way’ badge and have been on a
town trail; are learning how to read maps and
are planning their own expedition. The summer
term brings a trip to the beach for a sandcastle
competition, swimming at the Lido with all the
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in Arundel West
District and an evening campfire and BBQ.

Five of the oldest Guides have completed their
Baden Powell Challenge award which is the
highest award a Guide can achieve and definitely
something to be very proud of. As the final
challenge the girls have been on Baden Powell
Adventures with Guides outside of their own
unit. Three spent a weekend working for the
National Trust at Slindon whilst the other two
took part in adventurous activities at Blacklands
Farm, a Guiding campsite. Two girls celebrated
their 25th Night Away with Guides as part of
their adventures. They all made new friends
and completed the challenges with enthusiasm,
making the most of their last few weeks as
Guides. The five girls will move to Rangers and
continue their Guiding journey making new
memories.
Our Rangers are making sure their recently
created garden is in good shape for the summer
and thinking about the new changes that are
coming in within the next year. The Senior
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Section (which includes
Rangers) will be given
an exciting new name
nationwide and a new
programme is being
introduced for the girls
in the 14-18 age group.
Our intrepid Rangers
have volunteered to help
test the new programme
and will be participating
in activities and providing
valuable feedback to
Girlguiding. A trip geocaching is planned, some
bouncing at Flip Out and
a thrilling weekend on the rides at Chessington
so plenty to keep them busy this term. With five
new members joining them there will be plans to
be made and definitely adventures to have.
We are so pleased that we get to share with
you what the Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and
Rangers get up to as they really are amazing girls
who enjoy and make the most of all the activities
that are offered to them. Please don’t hesitate
to get in touch with us if you wish to find out
more about Girlguiding in Yapton regarding
membership or becoming a volunteer. Please
contact Anna at anna@1styaptonguides.org.uk.

Yapton & District
Cottage Gardeners’
Society
Report by Anne Hollis
Our first show of the year in
March was a great success with entries up on
last year, and over 100 people visiting in the
afternoon. The Village Hall looked very attractive
with displays of spring flowers and shrubs and
the other classes well supported. A group of 34
people went to Fittleworth House Gardens one
evening for a conducted tour by Mark Saunders,

the head gardener. I think we chose one of the
coldest evenings in April and also had a rain
shower while we sheltered under a giant Cedar
of Lebanon tree. However everyone seemed to
enjoy it, and warmed themselves up with tea/
coffee at the end.
Our next show is on June 17th in the Village
Hall. This is the show where the scent of
roses and sweet peas fills the hall, and we can
all believe that summer is really here. As well
as the flower show, there will be various stalls
including a tombola with tea/coffee and David’s
famous cake. If you have never been to any of
our shows, please come along between 2-4pm. If
you feel you would like to join, our membership
secretary will be available. Membership costs
just £6 per household for 2017. If you would like
to have a go at showing, schedules are available
from Roy Phillips 01243 552822.
I am giving advance notice of our Summer Event
on July 15th 12noon – 3pm. There will be Real
Ale (courtesy of the Maypole) live music and
BBQ not forgetting various stalls on the playing
field, plus tea/coffee and cake in the Village Hall.
This year, the Village Hall Management committee
are joining with us to publicise their facilities, and
this will also take place in the Village Hall. Please
come along and join with us in what should be
an event for everyone in the Village. Please see
Poster for more details (included elsewhere in
this magazine). We look forward to seeing you.
More details about the society can be found on
our website www.yaptongardeners.co.uk
Yapton & Ford
History Group
Report by Allen Misselbrook
STANSTED PARK and HOUSE
Stansted Park and House will be familiar with
many of you but perhaps only a few are familiar
with its history. The guest speaker at the Yapton

& Ford Local History Group’s March meeting
was Michael Olding who gave us an insight into
the history of the Estate.
He introduced his talk by telling the assembled
members and guests about Stansted of today
which is open to the public. The Estate, which is
undergoing a major programme of repairs and
restoration at present, is run by the Trustees of
Stansted Park Foundation and Michael urged the
Group to visit Stansted for themselves so they
could relate his talk to the house and grounds.
The place first
existed as a hunting
lodge for Roger, the
first Earl of Arundel,
in Arundel’s ancient
forest nearly 800
years ago. Records
show that the first
building was built
by Henry ll on the
site of the present
day Chapel and subsequently restored by
Arundel’s 12th Earl in 1480. Most of this building
was ravaged during the Civil War in 1644.
The first house to be built on the site of the
present day one was probably designed by
William Talman for Richard, Lord Lumley in 1688.
The Estate eventually passed down to Lord
Halifax who improved the grounds. The Park
received a major facelift by no lesser personage
than Capability Brown who was summoned by
Richard Barwell, an Indian Nabob, who purchased
the Estate in 1781. He had made his fortune in
the East India Company which also allowed him
to employ James Wyatt to make improvements
to the house.
Michael went on to say that during the 19th
century a succession of owners held the Estate,
a century which witnessed the destruction of the
house by fire in 1900. Following this disastrous
fire the building was demolished and the house
re-built and modernised in 1901-3 using the
exact ‘footprint’ of the house that existed
in 1688.
One of the 19th century owners was Lewis Way,
a cleric, whose legacy to the Estate is the Chapel.
He was left a fortune, £25 million in today’s
money, by his friend John Way (no relation) to
use to ‘the glory of God’. To this end he built
Continued Overleaf ➣
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the chapel which was inspired by A La Ronde
an 18th century house located in Lympstone,
Exmouth. Lewis believed that God had told him
to reunite the Jewish and Christian faiths. He
commissioned a window in the chapel which
embodied his aspirations and it is believed that
is the only window in a Christian church with
Jewish symbolism.
The 9th Earl of Bessborough, Vere
Ponsonby, purchased Stansted
Park in 1924 following the
destruction of his family home in
County Kilkenny, by fire during the
‘troubles’. He was succeeded by
Eric, the 10th Earl in 1956. It was
Eric that set up the Foundation
to which the Estate was gifted,
in 1983 with the remit for its
preservation for the benefit of the
Nation. He died in 1993 followed
by his American wife Mary, in 2013.They are both
buried in the Chapel.
Michael concluded by saying that the current Earl,
the 12th, lives on the Estate and is the chairman
of the Trustees.
YAPTON and WESTHAMPNETT
WORKHOUSES
The Groups April meeting saw the return of local
historian Philip Robinson. His talk was based on
the Poor Laws and the Workhouses of Yapton
and Westhampnett. Yapton’s Workhouse building
still exists and is now known as No’s 1 to 4
Laburnham Cottages. Whereas all that remains
of Westhampnett is 4/5 layers of bricks situated
in the council yard in Stane Street, next door to
the community tip.

Philip explained that the need for relief for the
poor stems back to the time of Henry VIII. It
was the monasteries that looked after the poor
and needy but following the reformation these
monasteries were destroyed leaving nobody to
take on the responsibility.
In an attempt to remedy this situation the Poor
Law was passed in 1601 by Parliament whereby
Church Wardens were elected to look after the
poor. A Poor Rate was levied on Landowners
which was collected by Overseers and this
money was used to support the poor who could
not support themselves. The Impotent Poor,
those who couldn’t work for whatever reason
was cared for in Poor Houses located within the
parish. The able-bodied poor were set to work
in workhouses where materials were supplied.
In Yapton this was unpicking old rope for reuse. This was located in Rope Cottages which
occupied the old Black Dog (Olive Branch) car
park. The Idle Poor were sent to Houses of
Correction or even Prison.
This was followed by the Right of Settlement Act
of 1662. This Act called for a certificate to be
issued to each member of the parish providing
they met certain criteria such as being born in
or married into the parish. Should a parishioner
move away and subsequently fall on hard times,
this certificate gave them the right to return to
the issuing parish and receive Poor Relief. This
Act was only repealed in 1947.
A further Act of parliament in 1782, commonly
known as Gilbert’s Act, made it possible for
groups of parishes to combine their poorhouses.
Yapton came under the Westhampnett Union
which was governed by a Board chaired by the
5th Duke of Richmond, and met weekly. This
poorhouse only catered for the elderly, sick and
orphaned. The able-bodied poor received the
relief in their own homes.
The Poor Law Amendment Act was passed by
Parliament in 1834. In essence this law stopped
all payments of poor relief to able-bodied people
in their homes. If they needed assistance they
were offered the Poor House. Conditions in the
Poor House were made so harsh that only the
desperate would take up the offer. The Act was
designed to reduce the cost of poor relief.
On the 1st June 1835,William Gale was employed
as Governor of Westhampnett Poor House on a
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salary of £30 per annum and his wife employed
as matron for £20 per annum. On the 25th
March 1836 a Chaplain was retained on a salary
of £75 per annum. Eventually Yapton’s Poorhouse
was closed in 1836 and at the time it was home
to 120 children.
Philip concluded his talk by saying that
Westhampnett Poorhouse accidentally burnt
down in 1899.
Allen Misselbrook, Tel: 01243 552715
Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk

Friends of Avisford
Medical Surgery,
Yapton
Report by Gill Henry, Treasurer
As I sit down to write our
contribution the sun is shining and the Spring is
really here. I hope that the coughs and sneezes of
the winter are now a very distant memory and
you are making the most of the better weather.
Our Spring free health talk took place in March
and was very well attended.The topic was on the
important subject of Dementia. Dr Amaladoss
and a colleague from the Alzheimer’s Society
talked about the causes, medication and help that
is available for both those who have Dementia
and their carer’s.
Our next free
health related
talk will take
place on Thurs
22nd June 2017
at 7pm in the
Scout
HQ,
Shrubbs Field
Middleton on
Sea.The talk will
be given by one
of our local Pharmacist. Come along and hear
all about the advice and services that today’s
modern Pharmacy have to offer.

this year. The talk is open to anyone in the local
community not just Avisford Medical Group
patients. If you have any suggestions for future
talks or activities please let us know via our
email address – avisford.friends@gmail.com

Yapton and
Ford Cub Pack
Katrina McAnaspie
Learning about aviation
has been fun this term. We
made paper planes and had competitions to
see which design flew the furthest, then visited
Tangmere Aviation Museum where were given a
very interesting tour looking at all the old planes,
unexploded bombs and many other displays.
The Cubs were able to try on RAF great coats,
which were incredibly heavy and test their flying
skills on a range of different simulators. One of
the hardest activities was trying to keep a ball
bearing in the centre of a smooth tray by using a
joystick to simulate holding a plane straight and
steady.
We had a surprise visit from Kirsty and Mark of
the County Youth Team who presented us with
a Gold “YouShape” award. This acknowledges
how we listen to the requirements of the young
people, take ideas from them and turn them
into positive parts of the programme. We also
report back to the Cubs on how their ideas have
been included. They recently voted on who they

Although the winter sneezes are behind us we
must not forget those who suffer with hayfever,
get insect bites and have other conditions that
are too minor for a visit to the GP. There will
also be a short Friends AGM before the talk
where you can see photographs of some of the
equipment that our fundraising has purchased
Continued Overleaf ➣

27

Around the Village
would like to visit us. I have written to the two
most popular names on their wish list to see
if they can squeeze a visit into their schedules
but I don’t hold out much hope as I have not
yet heard back from Mr Obama or Mr Trump.
Also on their request list was an Astrophysicist
(thanks no doubt to the Big Bang Theory) I think
this will be far easier to arrange! We are proud
to say we are the first pack in West Sussex to
achieve the Gold Award.
One of our
Cubs won
a County
competition in
which Cubs,
Beavers and
Scouts were
invited to write
a poem about
the Scouting
activities they
most enjoy.
Lachlann
won Amazon
vouchers for
his poem and
picture, about
cooking over
a camp fire.
We finished
the Spring
Term with a Group
Camp for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. 45 children
camped in tents and in the bunkhouse and were
able to take advantage of the most glorious
weather to remain outside all day long although
the clear skies did mean it was incredibly cold
at night. There were team challenges, rounders
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matches, crafts, camp fire and pioneering
challenges for everyone to take part in. Once
again it was heartening to see how the older
sections support and encourage the younger
ones and how all ages mixed happily together.
Finally on Sunday 23rd April we held our annual
Saint George’s Day Parade when Scouts from the
Arundel & Littlehampton District march through
the streets of Arundel to the cathedral.
Next term we are concentrating on the
Navigation, Local Knowledge and Naturalist
badges as well as taking part in the Littlehampton
Water Regatta and the Bridger Challenge before
Summer Camp.

Yapton Evergreens
Report by Pam Evans
We have been very busy as
usual, we went to lunch and a
folk music concert by Pebble
Beach Band at Brick Kiln
Nursery, very different but a lovely afternoon.
John Gradwell from Tangmere Aviation Museum
came to talk to us about the works and heroic
deeds of the Special Operations Executive during
World War 2.
Tony Bleach ran his usual wooden horse race
meeting for us, very simple but great fun.
As the daffodils were all early this year a group of
us went to Highdown Gardens to see the lovely
flowers in the gardens. We finished the visit with
a carvery meal. Well worth a visit.
Skittles at the Maypole Inn is always a favourite
with a lovely buffet meal. The game was won
by Grace Aldis and her daughter who hold the
trophy until next time. Vera and Joyce got the
cabbage and cauliflower.
As you can see we have been very busy, if you
would like to join us please call me on 01243
868684 or 07796 657081 for details.
The Walberton
Decorative & Fine Arts
Society
Report by Elisabeth Sturt
Inspired by Stonehenge in March proved to
be every bit as interesting as anticipated and a
large audience was enthralled. In the first part
of his talk Julian Richards covered a range of
theories about the construction and purpose of
Stonehenge before moving on to consider the
iconic stones in art. The famous depictions by
the likes of Blake, Turner and Constable were all
there, but in addition there were some delightful
low-art treatments among a motley collection of
souvenirs.
The April offering looks to be another one which
will automatically elicit a big turnout: William
Morris and the Arts and Crafts Movement
by Anne Anderson. Of course, this will have
happened by the time this issue reaches your
door. You should be in time, however, to enjoy
‘something completely different’ in the form of

Empowering People: the Real Voice of Street
Art on Tuesday 23rd May. Doug Gillen, an East
End tour guide, explores some of the ways in
which street art has inspired social unrest and
promoted revolutionary ideas. Perhaps, after all,
that is not quite so very far from where William
Morris started!
We return to the theme of the importance of
design on Tuesday 27th June: Prasannajit De
Silva will talk about The Great Exhibition – the
first ever World Fair – which took place in the
dazzling Crystal Palace in 1851. We welcome
new members and occasional visitors to our
meetings which take place on the fourth Tuesday
of the month at Yapton and Ford Village Hall:
doors open at 1.30pm when tea and coffee are
available before the lecture starts at 2.15. Entry
for non-members is £6. Details are available on
the website www.walbertonfas.org.uk or from
me on 01243 551292

Yapton
Women’s Institute
Report by Alison Coote
Our speaker in March gave a
presentation on the history of
Bignor Roman Villa, and brought along various
artefacts for us to examine and handle. In April,
we learnt about the difficulties faced by the
troops during the battles which took place in
Flanders and the Somme during World War 1 –
it was very moving seeing pictures of the war
graves, and how well they are cared for. We also
held a coffee morning, which raised nearly £200
for the Sussex Snowdrop Trust.
Our next meeting takes place on Tuesday 16th
May, when Wiltshire Farm Foods will be coming
to give a presentation of their products. Our
meetings start at 10.00am, and are held in Yapton
Village Hall. There is always time to chat over a
cuppa and a biscuit; we have a raffle, and a bringand-buy sales table. We also have two walking
groups (the Hikers and the Strollers), a craft
group and an entertainment group. So if you are
looking to meet new people and friends, then we
would love to see you. There is no age limit, and
you don’t have to be retired to join the WI.
For further information, please contact our
president, Mrs. Alison Coote – 01243 773276 or
president@yaptonvillagewi.co.uk
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Tailored stationery solutions
to make it easy to promote
your services, publicise
your business and
communicate with
your customers
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WE ARE HERE

Phoenix Parade
Artex Avenue
Rustington
West Sussex BN16 3LN
t: 01903 858918
f: 01903 856251
e: sales@wizziprint.co.uk
w: wizziprint.co.uk

Notes from the Council Meeting – 8th May 2017
This time of the year the business of the Council changes to reflect on the previous year’s
activities and at the same time setting up the framework for conducting the Council’s business
for the year ahead.
Annual Parish Meeting – The first meeting held on the 8th May was the Annual Parish
Meeting. This meeting is designed to give all those living in the parish the chance to hear the
Chairman’s Report on the activities of the Parish Council in the previous year, and to see how
the parish council tax has been spent.
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – the next meeting in the series of four meetings
being held on the 8th May was the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. This is effectively the
AGM and appointments are made to the four committees and representatives are appointed
to sit on various external bodies. The audited accounts are also received by this meeting.
Councillor Stephen Haymes was re-elected Chairman of the Parish Council and Councillor
Michael Pickthall was re-elected Vice-Chairman.
Following on from the AGM was a meeting of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee. As
well as dealing with responses to current planning applications the meeting agreed to make a
response to Arun District Council’s draft Local Plan, which is currently out to public consultation
until 30th May 2017. The meeting also agreed a request from Arun Planners to become involved
in a review of sites on which planning applications for housing developments could be agreed
in the future, which would assist the District Council in meeting its housing shortfall of around
1500 properties.
Elsewhere, in this magazine is an update on the progress being made on appeals, public inquiries
and other major planning applications which have been submitted and are due to be considered
by the Arun District Council Development Control Committee:
Finally an ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was held to deal with the usual parish council
business. The Council resolved to agree the request from Felpham Parish Council for a slight
change to the Parish Boundary between Felpham and Yapton resulting from the fact that
approximately 97% of the new development at Blake’s Mead falls within Felpham Parish. The
change agreed that the areas of the development that include the proposed school site and the
senior football pitch and pavilion currently within Yapton parish should be in Felpham parish.
The Council considered quotations received for the repairs to the concrete structure and the
grass banks to the Skatepark on the Playing Field in Yapton.The Council agreed a quotation from
a local company and the refurbishment works will probably commence in September 2017 when
the skatepark will be closed whilst the work takes place.
Next meeting:
10th July 2017 Planning Committee commencing at 7pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting
at 7.30pm in the Club Room of the Yapton & Ford Village Hall, Main Road,Yapton.

The meetings are open to the public and you are very welcome to attend.

YAPTON NEWS
Editor:

Andrew Gardiner, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW
Tel: 01243 859141 email: clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk web: www.yaptonpc.gov.uk

Contributions, preferably by email, to the Editor at the above address.The Editor reserves the right to edit all articles or letters
received for publication.The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council except
where specifically indicated.

31

Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
Planning
a party, wedding or other event?

Rod Springer
Painter & Decorator

&D
D AYLING
RR&
AYLING
Why not consider

Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton�
Yapton & Ford Village Hall
Unit 13, Bilsham Industrial Estate, Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
�
Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!

�

Interior and Exterior
Decorations
Tel: 01243 553555
reliable with over 35 years experienceGeneral�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�

Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!��
�
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made
General
Wrought
Iron
Work
&
Welding
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�
No job toO small •
All gates, railings, security grilles etc made
free estimates • to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made�
to customer’s specific requirements
No VAT •
� 325844
to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
Tel: 07940

Your Local Village Blacksmith!

WE HAVE A Local
DRIVER
NEAR YOU!
Contractor
•

We will be happy to discuss
your requirements
�
www.yaptonhall.org

Tel: 01243 553028
Email Address:
rodneyspringer@mail.com

MOWERCARE

Unit 14a Bilsham Industrial Estate
��
Yapton
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Tel:Weddings
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at the

‘BRIGHT SPARKS’

������
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Qualified, experienced
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‘One to one’ HOME TUTOR (QTS)

dams Airport Cars
AAdams
Airport Cars

Available Chichester, Bognor Regis,
Arundel areas

SALES • SERVICE • SPARES
Manor
House
& REPAIRS

Term time, weekends, holidays

	
  

Primary Key Stages 1 and 2

	
  

“We go out of our way to help you on yours”

For servicing and repairs of all
makes of lawnmowers and
garden machinery

Airports – Seaports
Theatres
Specialising
in Maths,–English
Long
distance
trips
SEND
and EAL

	
  

Catch
up &Estate
SATS booster
Saloons,
Cars + 7lessons
seater

Collection &
Delivery Service
available

Traveliner
InitialMercedes
assessment
followed by
individualised learning plan

Gatwick from £
£38.00
38.00
Small group discounts considered
Heathrow from £60.00
£58.00

Tel:01903 732063
weddings@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk

Phone 07794089547 for details

01243 554123
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DMCHAINSAWS
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STIHL

Chainsaws, Strimmers
 Mowers, Garden
Tractors
	
  
 Blowers, Compactor Plates
Rotovators, Protective Clothing



We also supply Robin, Hayter, Makita, Oregon,
Equipment Spares and Protective Wear

01243 554065

Walberton Park Farm, Yapton Lane
Walberton, Arundel BN18 0AS
www.dmchainsaws.com

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

