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Phew!!! What a horrible week it
was last week – I am writing this
on the first weekend of March
just after the final remnants of
the snow has gone – and for most
of us in Yapton we have been
incredibly lucky, with minimal
snowfall, and little disruption
caused by the snow and ice.
I watched the television reports of the
huge amounts of snow deposited over the
southwest of England and in southern Ireland.
To see the anguish of those who got trapped in
their vehicles and on the train for long periods
was extremely painful. I don’t think anyone
could imagine what it must have been like to
be trapped with little or no food and drink,
and it was happening in many places across
the country involving hundreds of cars and
lorries and their occupants.
In Yapton, the snowfall amounted to a couple
of centimetres, but the extreme cold was
difficult to cope with, and that eventually led
to treacherous conditions on the roads and
pavements. The Parish Council, along with
many other emergency services were waiting
to be called upon to assist the local community
in whatever way it could. Over recent years the
Parish has been developing a local emergency
plan which could be actioned in the event of
a local emergency event occurring. Severe
weather is just one example when we might be
called in to help.
Fortunately, we were not needed this time, but
I can assure you that we have a team of around
29 people waiting for the call to swing into
action. The Yapton Emergency and Resilience
Group, as it is called, consists of two lead coordinators, six team leaders, 4 nominated
parish councillors and 17 local volunteers.
Most of these people have received training
Cover: Drove Lane in the recent snow by Andy Faulkner.
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in emergency planning and how they might
be expected to respond to an incident in the
Yapton area.
The Group has set up a Resilience Hub in the
Village Hall, with some initial stocks of items
which might be required in an emergency. We
have a small stock of brushes, snow shovels
and ordinary shovels which might have been
useful if the conditions worsened last week.
We are also hoping that Ford, Clymping and
Walberton Parish Councils might join us in
using this hub as a joint emergency resource
across the four parishes.
What was truly amazing in the television
pictures coming in from all parts of the country
was the true British showing of community
spirit in response to the significant difficulties
that some localities were experiencing. People
were stepping up to the mark in all manner of
respects – delivering supplies to remote and
cut-off communities, making 4 x 4 vehicles
available to transport urgent medical cases
and staff to hospitals, volunteers from the First
Responders organisation in a village who were
reported to have dug out around 150 metres
of snow so an ambulance could gain access to
a house in which there was a woman seriously
ill inside.
The definition of community spirit in English:
A feeling of involvement in and concern for
one’s local community. There is always room
for more people to volunteer to help out in
local emergency situations. If you want to find
out more please contact Councillor Michael
Pickthall, Vice-Chairman of Yapton Parish
Council on 01243 542445 or the Clerk of the
Council on 01243 859141.

Andrew Gardiner

Editor. clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk
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Youwrite
write…
...
You
Dear Editor,
“Development within the Parish of
Yapton and the role of our elected
representatives”.
It was with disappointment that the appeal for
100 dwellings off Ford Lane was up-held by the
Planning Inspectorate. We are where we are, and
life goes on but that does not mean one must
give up the struggle entirely. I do however feel
the resolve of the community is being worn
down by the number of planning applications it is
currently being subjected to.
It has made me reflect on the role our elected
local representatives on Arun District Council,
(ADC), namely Cllr’s Stephen Haymes and Derek
Ambler have played in respect to the current /
prospective development that Yapton is being
subjected to and what they have done to carry
out and defend the wishes of its residents.
Both are also members of Yapton Parish Council,
Cllr Haymes being Chairman, hence this
submitted article to YN’s.
With encouragement from ADC and the funding
of some £20,000 of our money, and yes, it is our
money, the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan (YNP)
was adopted on the 5th November 2014 with
an agreed number of approx 120 dwellings on
identified sites. This included a buffer of 20%.
A Response by Councillor Stephen Haymes,
Chairman of Yapton Parish Council
Mr Mills you are not the only one disappointed at
the outcome of the 3rd appeal for 100 dwellings
south of Ford Lane, I’m sure the whole parish
is. Arun has spent a lot of time and money
defending its original decision, for which I trust
you approve Mr Mills.
Unfortunately each lost appeal seems to reflect
on the next one, the chances are that will also be
lost as well, probably on similar grounds.
Mr Mills is correct in the fact that I was
Chairman of Arun District Council’s Local Plan
Sub-Committee, for a 4 year period from May
2011 – May 2015. At the end of this period
the Objectively Assessed Needs (OAN) for
housing within the proposed Local Plan area
4

The current situation for committed (approved)
development already stands at:Land behind Fellows Garden. 
181 units
Land North of Yapton Primary School. 38 units
Land south of Ford Lane.
100 units
Bonhams Field.
56 units
Kings Close
14 units
Yapton metal Company
4 units

393
The following are live planning applications yet
to be decided.
Land off Drove Lane
300 units
Land off Bilsham Road
250 units
Land at Stakers Farm
70 units
Hoe lane
(Lies with the Parish of Yapton)
23 units
Land south of Cinders Lane 
19 units
Cinders Lane Nursery
51 units
Stables, North End Road
45 units

758
A potential of 1151.
was 580 per year. This figure was greater than
the 565 required by the South East Plan, (now
revoked) which regularly increased the number
over the years,(thus putting the plan back) and
within the OAN range of 550 – 650.This was the
figure submitted to and rejected by the Planning
Inspectorate who increased the OAN to 758 to
reflect the more up to date population figures.
This required the Local Plan to be withdrawn so
it could be updated. This is not an easy and quick
exercise as suitable and available land has to be
identified and the modified Local Plan put out for
public consultation.
At the same time during this process the
government has on several occasions increased
the number of houses that have to be built in the
country to meet the demand.

The figure’s speak for themselves. A near possible
10 fold increase on what was previously agreed!
Any one in their right mind would not consider
this acceptable and to take what some may say
as an old fashioned view as, ‘fair’. I acknowledge
that the district council has no control on the
number of planning applications it receives, but
it is a direct consequence of not having a Local
Plan in place that has opened the flood gates
to developers. It is also on record that a senior
officer of ADC was “inviting” applications from
developers but I understand this is refuted.
This appalling state of affairs, the waste of money
and the time and effort of those who tirelessly
helped develop the YNP only a few years ago
lies squarely with ADC and their inability to
bring forward the Local Plan in a timely and
professional manner. This should have been in
place in 2011 to replace the then adopted 2003
Local Plan. They have demonstrated nothing
but incompetence which I have witnessed firsthand and this now prompts me to ask what
have our elected representatives on ADC been
doing or not doing? I feel justified in challenging
their performance and respectfully ask that
they account for themselves. In defence of Cllr
Ambler he has only been a ADC Councillor for
a relatively short time and has inherited much of
ADC’s previous failings, but that cannot be said
of Cllr Haymes who at one time was the Chair of
the ADC Local Plan sub-committee.
As is consistent with that of the Parish Council
my stance is non-political.
The current emerging Local Plan has around
1000 homes per year proposed, and is with the
Planning Inspectorate.
The Yapton Neighbourhood Plan, like all NP’s
in the area the housing number reflected the
number of houses needed under the OAN at
the time. NP’s just like the Local Plan will always
have to be reviewed regularly, nothing stands
still. Apart from the housing numbers I believe
everything else in the YNP is still and will be for
the foreseeable future relevant.
Each member of the council is but a lone voice,
on several occasions I have managed to persuade
fellow members to refuse or even on occasions
approve a planning application, and likewise other
councillors have sometimes persuaded me to vote
one way or another depending on the situation.

What the residents of Yapton can rightly expect,
are elected representatives, (of whatever
persuasion or party), who are bold, prepared
to speak out, represent and listen to their
constituent’s wishes, act upon them and not
merely tow the one party line of ADC, very much
to the detriment of the Parish. If the argument is,
that being an Arun District Councillor precludes
them from expressing an opinion on a local issue
what is the point of their existence!
I welcome a response from both Councillors
through Yapton News on what they, as members
of both ADC and the PC, have specifically done
or are going to do in the future, commensurate
with the desires and wishes of the Parish with
respect to housing development. Their primary
responsibility lies with the community that
elected them and not to ADC. They should be
assisting the PC of which they are part to the
fullest extent. I am lead to believe this has not
always been the case. I wish to make it abundantly
clear that this is not a personal attack on our two
ADC Councillors but on their record in public
office and on the challenges the village is facing.
I praise the work of Cllr Ambler as Chairman
of the Village Hall Management Committee. The
community should be grateful for his efforts in
this respect.
I repeat, their allegiance and loyalty to the Parish
of Yapton should be foremost in their minds.
At the end of the day the electorate will have
the opportunity of making their feelings known
at the ballot box.
J Mills – Yapton resident
As you have not attended any Arun meeting
I have been at for at least 3 years I fail to see
how you can comment as to how Cllr Ambler or
myself are doing.
As to the individual planning applications:Land behind Fellows Gardens: Two days after this
was approved by Arun DC two members of YPC
and myself met with Nick Gibb MP requesting a
‘call-in’.This resulted in an appeal to the Secretary
of State (SOS) which was subsequently lost.
Land North of Yapton Primary School: Identified
in the YNP, however the number increased to 38.
Land south of Ford Lane: Rejected by Arun
Planners, however recently granted after 3
appeals.
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Bonhams Field: Yapton PC’s Planning Committee
could not identify sufficient planning reasons to
oppose this development.

anyone to put forward land for consideration
through the SHLAA process’. Could this be what
your innuendo refers to? – A legal process.

Kings Close: This site to my knowledge has been
40 years coming to fruition after numerous
applications by various developers in the past.
For a long time it was on hold because of
Japanese Knotweed.

You mention ‘party line and speaking out’ there
is no ‘party line’ especially within the planning
process. However, decisions have to be made
within Planning Law, like it or not.

Land off Drove Lane, and Bilsham Road: Again
Yapton PC Planning Committee could not
identify good and valid planning reasons to object.
Land at Stakers Farm, this site is adjacent to
Yapton School with access to the site planned
through the previously granted Land North of
Yapton School: This application at my request
was deferred at the Arun Development Control
Committee in January to allow for consultation
with the developer regarding extra land to be
made available for the School to allow for
enlargement to a 3 form entry.
A meeting was held on the 20th February with the
Headmaster, 2 representatives from the County
Education Department, the Church, (it’s a Church
School) Developer and land owner together with
representatives from Yapton PC and myself. A full
and frank debate was held regarding the need
for a larger school to accommodate the children
from all the granted and proposed developments,
The County Educations representatives required
3 weeks to see if the suggestions were viable.
The application should come before Arun’s
Development Control Committee in April.
Hoe Lane: refused by ADC.
Land south of Cinders Lane and Cinders Lane:
identified in the YNP.
Stables North End: approved by ADC on the
14th Feb, I was not present at the meeting.
You will appreciate Mr Mills that you need good
and valid planning reasons to successfully object
to a planning application, NOT just that you don’t
like it. If you have some valid reasons that I don’t
know perhaps you could enlighten me. In the
meantime we can’t all put our heads in the sand
and think it won’t happen.
Your remark about a senior officer ‘inviting’
applications. Take a look at the YNP near the
back under 11 GLOSSARY, at the bottom under
SHLAA: ‘All sites for consideration are collated
through a ‘call for Sites’ exercise which invites

With regard to ‘not speaking out and expressing
an opinion on local issues’.This would be mainly to
do with planning applications. Pre-determination
issues arise here, as a councillor is expected
to attend a meeting with an ‘open mind’. Of
course 9 times out of 10 you would already have
formed an opinion on the application. However
expressing that opinion in public is a different
matter.The consequences for that can be serious
for the councillor and the council. It is therefore
deemed better to say nothing. Members of
the public still have the chance to voice their
concerns to the councillors so democracy is not
lost. Anyway Mr Mills you learn more by listening
than you do by talking. Councillors NOT on the
Development Control can say and do what they
like, as they will not be taking part in the final
decision. Hope this clarifies the matter Mr Mills.
Mr Mills you may be interested to note that on
the 19th February I had the pleasure to chair
the first ‘Yapton, Ford and Clymping Advisory
Group’. This is planned to meet quarterly and
will give members of the 3 Parish Councils,
District and County Councillors together with
Planning Officers, Developers, County Highways,
County Education, NHS, British Rail, the Utility
companies and eventually the builders the ability
to discuss and hopefully resolve any issues that
the parishes may have as the developments
progress. This has worked well in other parts
of the district and I think it is a positive move
forward.
I am grateful that your attack is not personal Mr
Mills, you will appreciate that after 35 years as a
Parish and District councillor I realise that not
everything I do or say will please everyone.
Your final comment Mr Mills, I hope the
electorate will take into account the honesty and
integrity of your councillors in making difficult
and challenging decisions, when it comes to the
ballot box.
Stephen Haymes
Chairman of Yapton Parish Council
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Consideration of the 2018/2019
Parish Council Budget and Setting
the Parish Council Tax for 2018/19
by Andrew Gardiner, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer for Yapton Parish Council
At the meeting of the Parish Council
held on the 15th January 2018, the
Council considered a report prepared
by the Clerk and Responsible Financial
Officer setting out the revised
estimates for the current financial
year (2017/18) and the estimates of
expenditure and income for 2018/2019.
Council Members noted that the forecast total
expenditure for 2018/19 was £68,460, and the
expected income and grants receivable from
services was £14,230 giving a net expenditure to
be met from Council Tax and Reserves of £54,230.
The Clerk referred to an analysis set out in the
report of the Reserves and Working Balances
brought forward from the 2016/17 financial year.
This identified an unspent balance of £2,162
for future work on the Yapton Neighbourhood
Plan and a balance of £10,000 brought forward
in the Election Reserve, leaving a net balance
in the General Reserves brought forward at
1/4/17 of £4,701 to cover the Council’s routine
expenditure and contingencies. The Council
noted that the funding arrangements which now
applied to the Council’s budget, meant that the
net expenditure was financed from two elements
only: the Precept and Parish Council reserves.
The Council had been notified by Arun District
Council that the Band D equivalent taxbase for
2018/19 had been calculated at 1397. This is the
taxbase used for council tax calculation purposes.
This is a 1.53% increase and would generate
additional income of £769.86 from increased
council tax receipts at the current tax. Some of
this increase had resulted from the additional
properties now being occupied in Yapton as a
result of approved housebuilding (i.e, Emerald
Gardens, Fellowes Gardens and land near to the
former Lamb Inn on Bilsham Road).
The Clerk advised that the provisional budget
had been prepared on the basis of providing
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a similar level of services and activities as in
previous years. There were two exceptions
where growth of just under £3,000 has been
included in the 2018/19 budget for the playing
field to deal with the increasing requirements
of the Council’s ageing play and gym facilities
and for a contract for the control of moles and
other pests which was entered into during 2017
and provision for which has been made for this
service to continue on into 2018/19.
The budget for 2018/19 also contains a
provisional sum of £10,000 for the partial update
of the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan during 2018
once the Arun District Council Local Plan has
been agreed and housing numbers for the Arun
District are confirmed. These costs are assumed
to be met by the parish council, partly from grant
funding available from Arun District Council and
from national grant funding which will hopefully
be available for updating neighbourhood plans.
The Clerk pointed out that, even if the Council
accepted a modest increase of 5.0% in its
Council Tax for the forthcoming year, which in
turn determines the amount of the precept, the
Council was currently running its budget at a
deficit. Due to the unplanned expenditure on the
repairs to the skatepark, the Council agreed that
it may have to utilise other reserves and balances
to make good the shortfall of £7,986 in the
revised budget for 2017/18. The Council agreed
to utilise £3,285 from its accumulated Election
Reserve to meet the shortfall in the General
Reserve in 2017/18 and £460 in 2018/19. Any
underspend in the current year would be used
to replenish the election reserve and then
contribute to the General Reserve once the
balance of £10,000 in the Election Reserve has
been restored.
The question of the level of precept (the amount
required to provide services in Yapton) to be
demanded from Arun District Council was
discussed. The Clerk advised that it was his

view that a modest increase in Council Tax
was warranted to finance the budget and to
reduce the amount that was being funded from
reserves and working balances. The estimated
balance remaining in the Reserves after meeting
the projected drawdown in 2017/18 and
2018/19 taking into account a 5.0% increase in
Council Tax would only be £7,917.

You write ...

You write …

The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
referred to the announcement by the The
Secretary of State for Communities and Local
Government on the 19th December 2017
regarding Council Tax Limitation (Capping) on
parish and town council services, which was
presented as part of his statement on the local
government finance settlement for 2018/19.
He confirmed that the government intends
to defer the setting of referendum principles
(capping) for town and parish councils for 3
years. This is subject to the sector taking all
available steps to mitigate the need for Council
Tax increases…and the government seeing
clear evidence of restraint in the increases set
by the sector as a whole. Some analysts were
predicting at that time that some authorities
could see increases to their Council Tax by as
much as 6 % in the coming year.
The Council agreed that the budget resulting
in the Council’s net expenditure of £54,230
was needed in 2018/19 to maintain its local
services. The Council agreed to support the
budget by taking a small contribution of £460
from the General Reserve, leaving the balance
to be met by the actual precept, resulting in a
precept of £53,770.
The Council Tax calculated from the proposed
budget for 2018/19 produced an average Band
D council tax of £38.49. (Calculated from the
precept of £53,770 ÷ 1397 (the Council’s new
tax base).This represents an increase of 5.0% or
£1.83 per year on last year’s figure equivalent
to a weekly increase of approximately £0.035
per B and D property.

Dear Editor
As a resident of Yapton since 2000 I am amazed
at the increase of traffic on the A259, destined
to get worse with all the local development.
As Elizabeth Sturt stated in the last issue, the
concerns and dangers at Comet Corner have
increased as a result of the recent work. Another
issue is that right hand turns are allowed at the
Oystercatcher corner. A simple no right turn at
this corner would be very cheap to implement
and relatively simple as drivers can easily do a
turn into Climping Street and rejoin the A259
or go to the Ford Roundabout and do a U turn.
Both Comet Corner and The Oystercatcher
junctions have seen fatal accidents and are fatal
accidents waiting to happen.
I’m not sure if I agree with the cost of the cycle
lane alongside the A259 from Littlehampton to
Felpham, (I suspect it is one of the European
directives) but I hope when it is completed that
cyclists at all levels and in both directions are
required to use it, risking a fine if they do not.
Currently I often see cyclists some struggling up
slopes on the A259 not only holding up traffic
but putting themselves at risk, often where there
are perfectly good cycle lanes already provided.
The fairly new cycle lane alongside the A259
at Rustington is a good example; I travel this
route quite often and rarely see cyclists using it
instead of the road.
Peter J Smith

The Parish Council agreed that the precept
for the year 2018/19 would be set at £53,770,
producing a Band D Council Tax of £38.49, an
increase of 5% over the current year to cover
the estimated cost of maintaining the facilities
and local services as set out in the Clerk’s
report for the forthcoming year.
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Strategic Housing
SITE RESPONSE

by Councillor Vicky Newman,
Chair of Yapton’s Planning Committee

Transcript of a letter sent to residents in response to enquiries on how Yapton Parish Council
Planning Committee arrived at their recent decision on these planning applications.
Thank you for your letter concerning
the proposed 550 new homes off
Bilsham Road and Drove Lane, Small
Strategic Housing Site SD7.
As a Parish we can fully understand your absolute
bewilderment as to why your Parish Council has
made the decision not to strongly object to more
housing. I would like to explain how we came to
our decision which may seem contradictory to
many residents.
You are quite correct to question why Yapton
should have more housing foisted upon it having
already had six speculative housing schemes
(400+ dwellings) granted planning in last 14
months on sites that are not identified within
the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan or indeed Arun
District Council’s own Local Plan.
The Yapton Neighbourhood Plan (YNP) is and
always has been a planning document that is led
and reflects Arun District Council’s Local Plan
(ADC LP). ADC’s LP has been out of date for
over 10 years with a new one being worked up
since 2008. All Neighbourhood Plans in Arun
were made in light of the knowledge that some
minor amendments might be required if the
finally agreed ADC LP changed from that being
proposed in 2011. Sadly, with the passing of time
and continued delay in ADC producing its LP the
demand for more housing in the SE has grown
along with Political mantra for more houses.
ADC being one of the last District/Borough
Councils to agree its LP along the South Coast
have therefore had to amend their housing policy
to accommodate for a significant increase in
planning for future housing numbers – namely
almost a doubling of annual housing growth from
circa 565 homes pa to 1000 homes pa.
The knock on effect of this increase in annual
housing numbers has been a drive from ADC
to find more housing sites to place in the LP as
well as to fill the current 5 year housing supply
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deficit in ADC. You and YPC may believe that
there is enough housing in ADC, unfortunately,
the Planning Process and Government Policy
does not and that is the framework both YPC
and ADC have to work with.
YPC have been successful at fighting or rather
delaying planning decisions in the Parish over the
last 5 years due to having our up to date YNP
in place and ADC only having an out of date
LP. The strength of the YNP has been gradually
eroded due to two factors – ADC’s lack of 5 year
housing supply and ADC’s new emerging LP finally
nearing adoption with clearly set out housing
policy and strategic housing sites over and above
those within Neighbourhood Plans. Every Parish
and Town Council with a Neighbourhood Plan
will now have to update their NPs to reflect the
policies of the new ADC LP.
The strength of theYNP against the need for more
housing and final emergence of a now almost
agreed up to date ADC LP has lessened its weight
in planning terms over the last 2 years as it falls
back to being a secondary planning document.
This was clearly stated in the recent Land South
of Ford Lane appeal Decision Notice. YPC have
also been very successful in getting applications
Called-In by the Secretary of State to try to
lobby that Yapton should not carry the burden of
ADC’s slow progress in forming a sound LP but
more recently the SoS has stated that Yapton PC
is no longer a unique case requiring the use of
Call-In measures. Therefore both Planning Policy,
recent appeal decisions in Yapton and the SoS set
out the need for housing and the limited grounds
YPC can object to housing applications.This does
not mean that we cannot or will not object but
rather YPC need to ensure that in objecting we
are going to achieve the best outcome for our
Parish as a whole. In short, if a site is identified
within the ADC emerging LP and until ADC have
a 5 year housing supply in place the likelihood
of planning not being granted on such a site is

very low. YPC does not have a strong planning
argument to object to this strategic housing site
whereas with all the other sites there have been
strong grounds to object namely – none were
designated housing sites, all were contrary to the
policies within the old ADC LP.
YPC have been aware of the new Strategic
Housing Site SD7. It was promoted during the
Neighbourhood Plan process and successfully
rejected. It has since been promoted via ADC’s
‘call for housing sites’ which YPC strongly
objected to during the consultation process in
2016. Despite YPC objection SD7 was added as
a minor modification to ADC’s emerging LP in
the summer 2017, again YPC objected during
the consultation process. During this process
we fully considered all aspects of the broad
designation and outlined our concerns on behalf
of the Parish. These were considered and some
accepted at the last ADC consultation and LP
Examination in Public held by a Government
Inspector in November 2017 but the Strategic
Housing designation was not removed from the
ADC LP, SD7 remains a designated housing site.
In planning terms the case for ADC to refuse
planning on SD7 is extremely low especially
where this is now earmarked as a Strategic
Housing Site. YPC could object but it would
have little impact on stopping the site being
approved for housing. However, by not objecting
but outlining strong reservations about
infrastructure, traffic, doctors, school, flooding
etc YPC felt that this would be the pragmatic
approach to adopt and ensure that we remain
part of the Planning Obligation dialogue. This
would then ensure YPC Community’s voice is
heard and properly considered. I would highlight
that YPC have not been part of any dialogue on
Section106 for any of the applications YPC have
objected to. It would seem that by not being part
of that dialogue our Parish has been ignored, a
few examples being Burndell Road – Section 106
provides a bike route to Ford Airfield, Land South
of Ford Lane – an astro pitch for Littlehampton,
Stakers Farm – contributions to education in the

District. All count as contributions but provide
no tangible gain or direct improvement to
our village.
YPC were informed by ADC of a key meeting
to discuss the Section 106 and other planning
obligations for the site that would be held between
the landowners, ADC and WSCC and other
key Statutory parties. (Section 106 agreements
are private agreements made between local
authorities and developers and can be attached
to a planning permission to mitigate impacts on
existing communities by that application and
may make them unacceptable in planning terms
without such an agreement). It is due to YPC’s
ongoing dialogue with both landowners and ADC
on this site that we were actually invited to this
meeting. Parish Councils are not automatically
invited to such discussions or indeed statutorily
required to be invited. By being part of this
dialogue YPC can still influence the eventual
outcome of the scheme and infrastructure
demands even if YPC cannot stop the actual
Strategic Land designation. It is usual practice for
developers and Planning Authorities along with
other key Statutory Bodies (Highways,Education
etc) to enter into these Section 106 agreements
as early as possible, even without knowing the
outcome of their application. The only obligation
to the Public and Parishes is to inform of their
existence and agreed Heads of Terms.
I would summarise, that I believe you should
continue to support and believe in your YPC
and its Members who are all volunteers and
part of the village; several living close to SD7. I
can understand everyone’s disappointment in
Localism and Neighbourhood Plans but that
is a Government Policy and one that we all
tried to use to help our Communities but we
are ham-strung by ADC’s Local Plan process
and Government housing requirements. Little
comfort for Yapton hence our desire to try to
make good of a bad job.
I trust that this explains how YPC reached our
conclusion albeit disappointing.
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In Touch with

County Councillor

Jacky Pendleton
It’s really good to be talking to you all again about
what’s going on in West Sussex in general but
particularly in our small piece of the County.
Locally we have a number of things
happening and here are a few of them:
A259 Cycleway from Hoe Lane to
Oystercatcher
Project on course for completion in Spring 2018.
However, some issues have been identified with
fibre-optic cables too close to the surface which
have caused a delay in the work schedule. As
a result, there will be extended working hours
from 12th. February with traffic signals working
from 8 am to 4.30 pm on weekdays.
New Digital Hub in Bognor Regis
A new shared and collaborative workspace for
creative and digital business in due to open
shortly and is located at Bognor Regis Railway
Station. This is part of the regeneration of
Bognor Regis project and will help to create
jobs, support new business and develop new
employment space.
Multiple Accidents on Yapton Road
South of Horsemere Green Lane
There have, unfortunately, recently been a
number of accidents which appear to be as
a result of speeding vehicles losing control on
these bends. The Police and WSCC are involved
in investigations and solutions.
Secondary School Education for
Local Children
From 1st. September 2019 Felpham Community
School will provide an extra 300 secondary
school places up from 1358 capacity (currently
roll at Sept 2017 was 1374) to 1700, an increase
of 342 places. Annual admission number is
12

currently 240 and from Sept. 2019 will be 300.
The school will grow year on year until there are
300 in each year group from year 7 to Year 11.
Sixth form provision remains unaltered.
Yapton Primary School
Currently 0.14 ha have been put forward for
enlargement of the current school but this is
deemed insufficient for the future demands that
new housing will have in the area.

More generally across the County the news is:
Council Tax Rises
In order to deal with shortfalls in Local
Government funding from central Government,
WSCC have taken the incredibly difficult
decision to take advantage of the Governments
proposal for Local Authorities to have the ability
to raise their precept by an additional 1%. This
will mean that the council tax raise for West
Sussex residents will go up to 4.95% which is the
equivalent of an additional 12.6p per week for
the average Band D council tax payer.
The Leader of WSCC criticised the Government
for taking a short term, piecemeal approach to
Local Authority funding using increased taxation
of our residents at source instead of planning
property funding streams into the future. The
Leader called for the Government to ensure
that LAs are supported by Government with
a properly funded long term settlement that
enables planning and preparation for the
challenges into the future, with particular
emphasis on a growing elderly population, child
protection and adult social care.

Education
The County Council is challenging Government
to deliver a fairer funding formula for schools in
West Sussex, who are currently in the lowest
quartile for funding in the country.
Speed Indicator Devices
Under prescribed criteria WSCC are able to
provide SID equipment for use by residents,
who have volunteered for the role, to identify
speeding vehicles in various locations.
WSCC Owned Surplus Land
WSCC have identified numbers of pieces of land
in our area which they have declared surplus
to requirement and will be ‘selling’ them on to
developers as and when the time is identified
as right.
Road Safety Outside Primary Schools
WSCC is proposing to introduce a permanent
TRO for enforceable School Keep Clear
Markings prohibiting stopping 8 am to 5 pm
Mon-Fri outside primary schools.
Avian Flu
Although Defra have issued more stringent
guidelines for poultry keepers across England,
these standards have been in place for West
Sussex for some time and West Sussex Trading
standards have reiterated their advice of last year
to ensure that domestic birds and wild birds do
not mix, including netting runs and not putting
food out for wild birds.

Investment in Drone Technology
WSCC have invested in a drone with thermal
imaging to be used to benefit its work both
during the day and at night. The Fire & Rescue
Service will use the device to scout out locations,
such as heath fires to help co-ordinate resources
on the ground. There is also scope for its use
across other council activities including surveying
buildings, bridge inspections, community work
and searching for recently missing people.
West Sussex
Growth Programme in Arun
Discussions are ongoing with Arun District
Council around the WSCC ‘Growth Deals’
programme, which is seeking to support
Enterprise Bognor Regis and undertake key
town centre & seafront developments and
in Littlehampton to support town centre
improvements and rationalisation of the public
estate around Maltravers Road.
100 Miles Closed Road Cycling Event
WSCC are in discussion with CMS Velo 100
about staging a brand new 100 mile closed road
cycling event in the Horsham and Chichester
Districts in September of this year starting and
finishing at Goodwood Motor Circuit.
Love West Sussex
A short continued plea to all members of
the public to use ‘Love West Sussex’ to report
highway defects, uneven pavements, and potholes
on:
https:///www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-andtravel/report-a-problem-with-a-road-orpavement
Please get in touch with me if you want to raise
any concerns or just want a chat about a local
issue which is close to your heart. I look forward
to hearing from you.

Jacky Pendleton
West Sussex County Councillor
Middleton Division (including Clymping, Ford,
Middleton on Sea & Yapton)
Email: jacky.Pendleton@westsussex.gov.uk
Land line: 03302223735
Mobile: 07768200539
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Food for Thought

The Yapton Men’s Breakfast

written by Alan Hunt
On Saturday 3rd February was the
monthly gathering of the Men’s
Breakfast hosted by Yapton Free
Church. This popular event is attended
by between 25 to 30 men each month;
meeting between 8:00am and 10:00am,
to enjoy a freshly cooked, hot breakfast
and hear a thought provoking speaker.
The very special guest speaker in February
was Colin Chambers. Colin, as well as being an
Ordained Minister, a former missionary to the
Ukraine, a former South African naval officer –
was also the Prison chaplain to Nelson Mandela
and his fellow prisoners on the infamous Robben
Island. Colin talked in detail the life and the close
friendship he formed with Nelson Mandela over
8 years of prison visits.
The talk was all the more interesting due to
Yapton Free Church’s work in South Africa
with the charity “Soup From Heaven”. “Colin’s
description of Robbin Island and meeting Nelson
14

Mandela was most interesting” said Reg Hawks
who recently had returned from a trip to South
Africa for the charity. Nigel Hodson is also one
of the many men who also help to cook. Nigel
said “It was a great honour to have had Colin to
give us a talk. It was fascinating, inspiring and a
real insight into Mandela’s character shaped by
his early Christian faith, and his true desire to
create a truly inclusive rainbow nation based on
reconciliation.”
This monthly event is one of the many events the
church organises in the village. Pastor of Yapton
Free Church, Hugo van Driel added “It’s a really
good way for the men to meet and explore their
faith. It is an early start for me, but always worth
it.” Keith Berkley has been very instrumental in
co-ordinating the cooking. “We do our best to
lay on a quality breakfast for hungry men. We
provide for those of the vegetarian orientation
– as well as my favourites – Richmond pork
sausages”.

Another person who attended was Kevin
Swadling who wife is on the ministry team at St.
Marys Anglican Church in Yapton. “The speakers
often challenge. I am very appreciative of what
the team do who organise this.” said Kevin.
“Although I don’t attend every month, when I do
they are always uplifting.”

The breakfast table.

Colin Chambers and
Yapton Free Church Pastor, Hugo van Driel.

Continued Overleaf ➣
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Mandela – Robben Island

Mandela’s formative years as a child were rooted
in the Christian Methodist school he attended.
The eternal Christian values of reconciliation,
forgiveness and redemption remained central to
Mandela all his life. Colin encouraged his audience
Colin Chambers Bible from Robben Island –
with Nelson Mandela’s signature.

to embrace these values. He also brought a bible
he had owned at Robben Island that was signed
by Nelson Mandela in 1981, alongside many
other senior ANC leaders from that time.
Rupert Head who attends St Marys, Yapton
summed up the mood of the morning. “I know
that everyone who was privileged to have been
present at this event will certainly remember this
talk with awe and admiration and fascination. It
was such a powerful talk and had deep messages
for us all. I felt we were so fortunate to have met
Colin and to listen to what he had to say”.
Alan Hunt has been attending and supporting
the event for many years now. “The food is
important, but is not the most important aspect.
The majority of those who attend share a
common Christian faith and that is very central.
That is what makes these times together so
special. Some men who attend do not yet feel
they want to be fully part of church on a Sunday
– but are very happy to find out more. Some do
have a deep understanding of their faith – and
some have just started to explore their faith. The
Alpha Course runs in a number of churches in
the Yapton area.”
Colin closed his talk by describing how the story
in the bible of Joseph had had a significant impact
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Nigel Hodson and Colin Chambers

with Nelson Mandela. Chambers once found
himself speaking to Mandela about Joseph’s
imprisonment in Egypt and then release to serve
as Prime Minister under Pharaoh, which Mandela
received as a message of hope.
“... Joseph said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid... You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for
good to accomplish what is now being done,
the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid.
I will provide for you and your children.’ And he
reassured them and spoke kindly to them...”
Genesis Chapter 50

Kevin Swadling in conversation.

Yapton Free Church runs an established Men’s
Breakfast on the first Saturday of every month
at 8:00am. St Marys Church of England, Yapton
has also started to run a similar event on a
different Saturday morning on a quarterly basis
in Climping. Please see church websites for
more details.
William Cronin enjoying a full English.

The food is cooked by the men – for the men.
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- 24 hour service
- Free bereavement advice
- Pre-paid funeral plans

FELPHAM
103 - 105 Felpham Way, PO22 8QB

01243 587067
www.funeralcare.co.uk
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BOOK YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION AT OUR EXPENSE
Telephone Hilary Peyman
01903 882007
or visit our website

The Mellor Practice Ltd is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Limited,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
The Mellor Practice Ltd, Registered in England, No. 10567558 Registered Office: 41b Beach Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5JA
The value of your investments can go down as well as up, so you could get less back than you invested.
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Around the
Village
Yapton and Ford
Village Hall
Report by Derek Ambler
This year has started quietly
in the Village Hall following on
from the two successful fund
raising events held during the latter part of
last year. However, one cannot be complacent,
expenses mount up and money must be found to
cover costs. For this reason, we will be holding
another Race Night with Bangers and Mash
Supper on Friday 20th April. Because of the
popularity of this evening in the past we have
had to restrict the numbers attending to 60.
Admission will be by ticket purchased in advance
from any member of the Committee after the
second week of March. Price is £6. 50 per head.
No tickets will be available at the door.
We are planning to have a Quiz Night around the
end of June and will publicise the details in the
May edition of The Yapton News.
Our Community Coffee morning each
Wednesday is gaining in popularity and it is
heartening to see new faces joining the regulars
for a friendly chat. We even welcome a new
regular, an engaging Dog that does the rounds
seeing who has a biscuit unconsumed! The tail
never stops wagging. For those who cannot
attend on a Wednesday there is a pop-up café
at the rear of the Village Hall every Tuesday
offering Tea, Coffee and homemade cakes etc.,
this operates during the morning only.
Yapton Free Church
Report by Katie Van Driel
I always enjoy writing these
updates for Yapton News
because it gives me a chance to
pause and reflect on what has been happening
over the past few months and to then look ahead
to what we’ve got coming up. It’s wonderful to
be reminded of what everyone has been doing!

Soup from Heaven.

We seem to have hit the ground running in
2018, with a full diary and a real excitement for
the year ahead. We started the year with our
24hr Worship event at our Church Building.
Many different people joined us over the 24hrs,
including some very dedicated ones who came
in the early hours while most of us were fast
asleep!!
We also had a team head back to Cape Town
to partner with the work of Soup From Heaven
at the end of January. The team had a fantastic
and very fruitful time, connecting and supporting
those ‘on the ground’ in Cape Town. One of the
highlights the team shared was visiting the Soup
Kitchen and seeing how things were running so
well, how it is growing and how the people are
moving forward. We also had a team from YFC,
along with a couple from the Netherlands, head
out to Nepal to partner with our Nepal Project
in February. We’re encouraged to see and hear
how things are moving forward and how our
investment financially, spiritually and relationally
is bringing transformation.
You’ve probably noticed that at YFC, we’re
passionate about missions and reaching out to
and loving our communities both locally and
internationally. If you’re interested in hearing
more about our projects in South Africa, Nepal
or beyond, we would love to hear from you!
Head over to our website for more and to
contact us.
We had Patrick Regan OBE and Andy Flannagan
join us on their When Faith Gets Shaken UK
tour. Patrick is the founder of XLP, an urban
Youth Work charity that works to create a
positive future for young people and to make a
sustainable impact on poverty and educational
failure. He shared his incredible testimony of
his journey through some very difficult and
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Around the Village
potentially faith-shaking challenges and the hope
that he had. You can find out more about Patrick
and When Faith Gets Shaken on their website!
Our Alpha Course, Youth Club, Men’s breakfast
and Parent Toddler group have also been running
well.We currently have a lively group on our Alpha
Course, discussing and exploring the challenging
questions of life.The Men’s breakfast has enjoyed
a great variety of speakers recently, including one
of Nelson Mandela’s Prison Chaplain’s! Article
and photos included in this edition.
For more about what we do at Yapton Free
Church, and our upcoming events, please go to
our Website www.yaptonfreechurch.net. You
are welcome to join us for our Sunday Service at
Yapton Village Hall from 10:30am.
1st Yapton
Guides Group
Report by Anna Drynan
Our youngest members the Yapton Rainbows
enjoyed completing their Winter Paw Print
challenge badge. They learnt about the patterns
of paw prints and which animals they belonged
to and made some amazing hedgehogs from
salt-dough. The Rainbows played lots of different
animal themed games and are very much looking
forward to moving on to some spring themed
activities in the coming weeks.
This term at Brownies the girls were tasked with
designing and making their own board games.The
Brownies paired up and let their imaginations
flow to create their very own games, which they
then set about making into the real thing. They
all had lots of fun playing their games with each
other once they had finished making them. The
Brownies also visited Tesco’s in Littlehampton
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on their Field to Fork programme where they
learnt about the origin of many different and
exotic fruits and vegetables, had a tour around
the warehouse and finished the evening making
their very own pizzas to take home and eat.
The Brownies and Guides took part in an exciting
international themed day with their friends in
Guiding from across the Division to celebrate
Thinking Day. There were African themed art
and craft workshops and a chance to take part in
some story-telling and African drumming which
was a big success. They learnt about Thinking
Day and the fact that it commemorates the
birthdays of Lord and Lady Baden Powell who
founded Scouting and Guiding and the highlight
was renewing their Brownie and Guide promises
with everyone who attended the day.The Guides
went on to take part in the Big Sleepover and
spent the rest of the weekend having fun and not
doing much in the way of sleeping!! They made
Swiss truffles, did Indian dancing, played English
games and made some beautiful Mexican themed
crafts. It was the first ever Guide sleepover for
two of our newest Guides and they said they had
an amazing time!!
The Guides are continuing to plan exciting
activities and have ‘experiments and science’
in their programmes for this term including

making slime of course. Some of the girls are
concentrating on ‘show time’ and the group
are looking forward to a special backstage tour
of Chichester Festival Theatre including the
opportunity to stand on the stage. Four of the
oldest girls are celebrating completing their
Baden Powell Challenge Award which is the
highest award a Guide can achieve and they will
be moving up to join the Rangers or become
Young Leaders in our units which is fabulous
news.

Yapton & District
Cottage Gardeners’
Society
Report by Anne Hollis

The Rangers (aged 14-18) will have new members
this half term and are starting with an intense
debate night to discuss national and world issues
they feel are current to them. The girls are
continuing to arrange their Senior Section camp
at Blacklands, East Grinstead and are busy menu
and activity planning for their trips away. Food
continues as a popular theme and a Ready Steady
Cook night is on the agenda and also a meal out.
The girls are looking forward to some outdoor
activities when the weather improves and have
sandcastle building, a night-hike and a BBQ in
mind. They have also completed a fundraising
challenge and raised £60.00 for The British Red
Cross at their 80’s themed night for the Guides.
There were fabulous 80’s costumes to be seen
and the girls enjoyed dancing the night away to
some great 80’s hits.

Two meetings have taken place – an afternoon
meeting in January when we had a talk from the
head gardener at Uppark. This was attended
by 40 people and was an indication that an
afternoon talk in the winter was more popular
than an evening meeting. 2019 will see both
January and February meetings taking place at
2pm. The speaker at our February meeting had
to have a last minute change due to Andrew Elms
from Lordington Lavender being unable to come.
Peter Liverman stood in at very short notice and
gave a very interesting illustrated talk on ‘A brief
Introduction to Alpines’. This showed Alpines
growing in their natural habitat all over the
world and also showed us how we could adapt
to growing them in our own gardens.

Please do get in contact with us if you would like
to volunteer with a unit or your daughter wishes
to join us. The Rainbow unit is very keen to have
some new members if your daughter is aged 5-7
years and is interested in joining please do let us
know. If you would like to see what our Guides
and Rangers get up to please check out the latest
news on our website at www.1stYaptonGuides.
org.uk .
Anna Drynan – 1st Yapton Guide and Ranger Leader

March is usually the start of
Spring, but as I write this at the
end of February with the wind whistling from
Siberia, it still seems a long way off. However, by
the time you read Yapton News, hopefully it will
be warm enough to enjoy working in the garden.

Our first show of the year (Spring Show) will
take place on March 24th. The Village Hall should
be filled with spring flowers and shrubs and
entries in all our usual classes. You do not have
to be a gardener to enter – we have classes in
photography, cookery, floral art, handicraft and
several for children. We welcome new entrants,
and schedules can be obtained from our Show
Secretary David Donovan 01903 726006 or our
Chairman Roy Phillips 01243 552822.
The entry fee for non-members is 30p per class,
but this comes down to 20p per class if you
become a member.
Memberships costs just £6 per household, and
also entitles you to free entry to our Autumn/
Winter meetings, and reduced prices for our
garden visits in the summer. Contact Jan Wood
01243 554501 jan.wood@doglover.com for an
enrolment form. You can also join at our Spring
Show on March 24th, which is open to the public
from 2pm – 4pm.
On April 28th we have a visit to the NGS garden
at the Old Vicarage in Washington. This will be
£10 for non-members and £8.50 for members
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YOU’RE
ALREADY
A CAREGiver,
you just don’t
know it yet.

Turn your passion into a career.
At Home Instead Senior Care, caring is our passion
and it all starts with our CAREGivers.
People like you, who love to help others, make excellent
CAREGivers for Home Instead Senior Care. Turn your
passion for caring into a rewarding role and join the Home
Instead Senior Care team. You will have our full support,
excellent training and enjoy competitive rates of pay.
Make new friends and give your skills a new sense of purpose.

www.homeinstead.co.uk/
BognorRegis

Each Home Instead Senior Care© franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead 2017.

01243 884111

HAPPY TO
GIVE A LITTLE
TO GAIN A LOT?
THEN WE NEED YOU for Advisory Work, Administration, Reception and
for our Campaigning & Marketing Group. Working for the CAB has so many pluses,
from boosting people’s conﬁdence to improving job prospects . . . “After a busy day
at the CAB, it’s really nice to go home and feel you’ve made a difference to the people
who have come in for help and go out feeling that the world is not such a bad place”
To ﬁnd out more, contact one of the following numbers
Littlehampton – 01903 724010
Bognor – 0344 477 1171 Chichester – 0344 477 1171
HOWEVER IF YOU NEED US come to our Outreach Service at Yapton & Ford
Village Hall where an advisor is available every Wednesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
Alternatively, you can contact us
Monday to Friday (1000 to 1600 hours) by ringing our Advice Line on 0344 477 1171
or our Mobile Advice Line on 0300 3300 650.
ARUN & DISTRICT CHICHESTER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Registered Charity Number: 1099640
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and will include tea and cakes. The visit will start
at 2pm and I need to know numbers a week in
advance. There will be a board to sign at the
Spring Show or contact me on 01243 551683
anne.hollis@briarlodge.me.uk. The next event
for your diary is our Plant Sale on Saturday 12th
May. This is at the Village Hall 10am-12noon.
There will be a wide variety of summer bedding
plants, vegetable plants and patio pots/ hanging
baskets. Teas/coffees and David’s cake will be
available, so please come along to see what we
have to offer. The prices will be very competitive.
If you are new to the village, please come along
to any of our events. Posters around the village
will remind you nearer the dates, and we also
look forward to welcoming existing members
and visitors. Our website gives information
about the Society, and details of the Children’s
classes for the Spring Show will be posted there.
www.yaptongardeners.co.uk
Yapton & Ford Local
History Group
Report by Allen Misselbrook
The SOE and its Relationship
with Tangmere Airfield
A full house consisting of members and guests
of the Yapton & Ford Local History Group
welcomed their first guest speaker of 2018.
John Gradwell, a volunteer at Tangmere Military
Aviation Museum and an ex radio operator for
the RAF, lifted the veil a little on the clandestine
goings on at Tangmere airfield during the Second
World War.
John started his illustrated talk by giving a
little background information on Winston
Churchill’s brainchild, The Special Operations
Executive (SOE) which recruited and trained
men and women as agents to work undercover
in occupied Europe. Their headquarters were
located in 64, Baker Street London under the
command of Colonel Maurice Buckmaster. His
second in command was Vera Atkins, a Romanian
of Jewish parents, who had started off her career
in the SOE as a typist.
Initially Halifax bombers, based at RAF Tempsford
in Bedfordshire, were used to drop agents into
France by parachute. It soon became clear that
it would be more effective if the agents could
be flown in to enemy territory by light aircraft

The Lysander.

which could land in small fields at night, drop
off their passengers and fly out any personnel
who required a passage back to Britain. The
Lysander, after a few modifications, suited the
task admirably. A permanent ladder was fixed
to the side of the fuselage for quick exit and
access and an auxiliary fuel tank was attached
underneath which increased the range from 600
to 1000 miles.
Tangmere airfield was chosen, because of its
location, as the base for operations to and from
France. As a result, a detachment from 161
squadron was re-located to Tangmere under the
leadership of Group Captain Hugh Verity. 279
missions were undertaken by his pilots, ferrying
into France 293 agents and flying out 410 men
and women. This higher number was accounted
for by ‘downed’ pilots and escaped POW’s helped
by the French Resistance.
The pilots of these unarmed aircraft were praised
by John who highlighted a couple of incidents
as examples of their courage. One such pilot
was Flight Lieutenant Jimmy ‘Mac’ McCairns, a
young spitfire pilot who had flown with Douglas
Bader. He was shot down and crashed landed
at Dunkirk. Fortunately, the spitfire didn’t catch
fire because McCairns was trapped, unable to
open his cockpit. He was eventually freed by
the Germans and taken prisoner. He attempted
to escape several times over the next few
months and eventually succeeded, making his
way to Gibraltar with the help of the Resistance
movement. From there he was flown back to
Britain. On his return he volunteered to fly
Lysanders for the SOE and ended the war with
many decorations including the DFC and two
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bars, the Military Medal and the French Croix
de Guerre. Another pilot singled out by John
was Robin Hooper who, on landing in France, his
aircraft became stuck in mud. A pair of bullocks
from a neighbouring farm were employed to pull
the Lysander out, allowing Hooper to fly back
to Tangmere.
It was the agents
that John mostly
concentrated on,
especially an Indian
princess by the
name of Noor
Inyet Khan, who
was born in Russia,
the daughter of
a Diplomat. Her
family moved to
Paris where she
went to University
and became fluent
in French. With
WW2
being
imminent
they
moved to Gordon’s
Square in London.
Noor Inyet.
She joined the
WAAF’s
and
trained as a wireless operator and it was while
she was there that she came to the attention of
the SOE.After training she was sent, in June 1943,
to Paris where she was the only operator and
so working with her French contacts, Henri and
Renee Garrie, under her codename of Madeleine,
she did the work of three agents. Shortly after
her arrival several members of her resistance
network were arrested by the Gestapo, but she
refused to leave and moved
from place to place sending
messages back to London
while evading capture. She
was eventually betrayed by
her French contact, Renee
Garrie, who was jealous of
her. She escaped from prison
but was recaptured a few
hours later and returned
to her prison in June 1943
from where she was taken
in November 1943 to a
prison in Germany. Here
Noor was kept in solitary
confinement and tortured
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but she refused to give away any information.
Eventually in September 1944 she and three
other women SOE agents were transferred to
Dachau where, on the 13th September, they
were shot. In 1949 she was awarded the George
Cross posthumously for her courage.
...............................................................
Trams of Brighton
Ian Gledhill made a return visit to the History
Group for their February meeting. The topic of
his talk on this visit was the Trams of Brighton.
Trams, invented in America in 1832 and called
Street Railways were horse drawn. They had an
inherent design problem. Unlike todays tramrails,
the controlling element keeping the carriages
on the track was a raised step which was rather
inconvenient, if not dangerous, for other road
users.
In 1860, after a visit to America, George Francis
Train brought the idea back to Britain and started
a tramway service in Birkenhead complete with
steprail. It didn’t take the Government long to
pass a bill banning the steprail, this they did in
1870. Initially Trams could only be privately
owned but by 1890, Local Corporations could
buy into them. During the 1890’s horse power
gave way to electric power which meant that by
the time a tram service was set up in Brighton
they were electric powered. The first tram in
Brighton ran from the Aquarium by the pier to
Lewis Road in 1901. This initial route was quickly
followed in the next three years by others to
give an extended tram service to Brighton.
Proposals were put forward to extend the
service to Shoreham and then on to Worthing
Brighton Tramways Building.

Friends of Avisford
Medical Surgery –
Working for your
Surgery
Report by Gill Henry, Treasurer

Birkenhead Tram.

and Littlehampton. Tracks were laid in Shoreham
and extended eastward towards Brighton
while at the same time Brighton’s network
was extended westward towards Shoreham.
Both operations came to a grinding halt, one at
Boundary Road and one at Westbourne Villas,
Hove because the residents of Hove thought
it beneath them to have something as vulgar
as a tramway passing through their midst. The
Worthing and Littlehampton Tramway proposal
never passed the drawing board stage.
Initially the driver of the trams was open to
all weathers and the top deck was also open
topped. Worthing was the last town who built
open topped tramcars. During 1937 a law was
passed banning this type of design. Weather
played a major part in 1908 when there was a
severe snow storm. As a result, Brighton invested
in a Snow Plough Tram. It was never used. The
1st May 1939 saw the advent of the trolley bus
and within 6 months the tram service was no
more with the last journey being made on 1st
September 1939. Only No. 53 Tram survived
which is being restored, that was until someone
said I have an old one in my back garden, the
Snow Plough Tram. Ian peppered his talk with
photos and anecdotes which enhanced the
enjoyment of his audience.

I hope as you read this article
we are into better Spring weather and the cough
and sneezes of the winter have passed. We are
gradually seeing lighter evenings and we are
hoping to hold our first free health talk in either
March or April. Keep a look out for our posters
around the village and on our new website –
www.avisfordfriends.co.uk. The talk is open to
anyone in the local community not just Avisford
Medical Group patients and is free to everyone.
Speaking of our website, this was launched
before Christmas and is aimed at keeping both
patients and the local community up to date
with talks, events and our fundraising efforts. It
will also have copies of the surgery newsletter
that can be read online or downloaded from
the website. There are also useful links to other
health related websites that may be of interest.

The next meeting of the Yapton & Ford Local
History Group will be on Monday April 9th when
Tim Pullan will be giving an illustrated talk on
Boxgrove Priory. The following month there isn’t
a meeting but on Saturday 19th May there will be
a guided tour around the Land Settlement Site
at Sidlesham. Details of this visit will be issued
in due course.
The meetings will be held in the Club Room of
the Yapton & Ford Village Hall. The doors will
be open at 7.15pm. Members are free, guests
£3.00 per person.
Allen Misselbrook – Tel: 01243 552715
Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk
Continued Overleaf ➣
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Since our last fundraising event we have
purchased a new hydraulic couch to make
patient examinations more comfortable. We are
also awaiting delivery of new wheelchairs for
both surgeries.
We are also about to ‘spring clean’ our
noticeboards in both surgeries and if you have
any ideas of what you would like to see on the
boards please let us know by email at avisford.
friends@gmail.com. This is also a good place to
let us have suggestions for talks, equipment you
would like to see in the surgery and anything else
you would like to tell us.

Senior Cubs whittling butterknives (top).
Sixers and Seconders building tripods in order to
cook their own lunch over open fires (bottom).
A visiting Kestral (right).
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Yapton and
Ford Cub Pack
Report by Katrina McAnaspie
At the start of this year we
took part in the Scouting
You Shape programme,
which involves all the young
people having a say in what they would
like to see in the programme, themes for camp,
ideas for visits and choices of game we play. We
had voting and discussions and finished with a
snowball fight where ideas were written down
then thrown around before being reported on
by the Cubs. All the results were collated and
presented in easy to read graphs so that the
children could see what the favourites were in
each category.
We have already had a visit from Gemma,
representing the National Trust at Northwood
in Slindon and we will be visiting the site once
the evenings get lighter. The Cubs have learned
about culture and food in different countries

around the world and of course we marked
Shrove Tuesday with some traditional pancake
making.
Last weekend we held a short camp for our
Sixers and Seconders. They worked hard building
tripods in order to cook their own lunch over
open fires then made us of the embers to
bake smores cones with melting chocolate and
bananas (very popular). The ten senior Cubs
then produced their own knot boards and
practiced first aid on each other with good old
triangular bandages, whittled butter knives and
made paracord people. We then had a visit from
a kestrel who brought his lunch down to the fire
circle and allowed us to watch in fascination as
he polished off every piece, reminding us how
lucky we are to live so close to nature. After
an evening of games, the Cubs were able to
snuggle down in the warmth of the bunkhouse
for a good rest before a full English breakfast and
shelter building in the morning. Well done to
all who came along you have finished off a huge
number of badges over the weekend.

Yapton Evergreens
Over 50’s
Report by Audrey Jackman
Members have enjoyed a
variety of events recently
including a Beetle Drive, Card
Bingo, Memories of Nursery Rhymes and the
ever popular Racing Game with Tony and Hazel
Bleach.
A group of about a dozen members went for
lunch at a Chinese Restaurant in Littlehampton,
‘Chopsticks’ in Beach Road. The reasonably
priced meal was well received and it was agreed
that we should repeat the visit later in the year.
Our future events include a talk on Composting
and Recycling, an outing by Minibus to the
Aldingbourne Centre with time allowed for
lunch and a look at the many activities provided
on the site. There will be an opportunity to see
the progress of the new building work, that will
provide more facilities for the Centre.
In April we are having a Skittles evening at the
‘Maypole’ with a buffet meal half way through the
evening. A visit to the Laburnum Day Centre in
Bognor Regis is booked for May.
The Committee is busy organising the future
events and one of those will be a return by
popular request, of Jon Scott, a very talented
singer, for a date after our Summer break.
The club has welcomed several new members
and guests this year and is flourishing. Meetings
are generally held on the first and third Mondays
of the month unless a Bank Holiday intervenes.
Meetings are held in the Clubroom at the rear
of the Village Hall and newcomers are always
welcome.
The Walberton
Decorative & Fine Arts
Society
by Elisabeth Sturt
Ian Swankie’s January talk
on Grayson Perry was predictably well
subscribed: the artist has produced entertaining
programmes on mainstream television and is a
superb communicator. The speaker, whose own
communication skills were of the same order,
revealed through Grayson’s background much
about the man, in particular the origins of his
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interest in the ‘classes’ of English society which
has found expression in much of his work. One
might guess that a proportion of the audience
were more familiar with Perry’s media presence
than his creations but by the end of the afternoon
all had gained an appreciation of his artistic genius
through detailed examination of the motifs on a
wide range of his tapestries and ‘pots’.
At the February meeting we shall have been
treated to a lecture on the history of the
swimming-pool. Simon Inglis specialises in the
history of both sport and architecture, and his
knowledge of the two subjects should have
combined to produce a most interesting dip in
unusual waters for the assembled company!
This issue of Yapton News will reach you a few
days before the March offering on Tuesday 27th.
The talk will be preceded by a soup lunch for
members, by now fully booked – clearly the 2017
occasion was greatly enjoyed and Yoma’s wicked
sticky toffee pudding will be back by popular
request. Linda Smith’s talk promises to be every
bit as satisfying and certainly lower in calories!
A regular guide at both Tate Britain and Tate
Modern and an authority on 20th century art, she
will discuss the contemporary artist Paula Rego.
Paula came to Britain from Portugal to finish her
schooling in 1951 and went on to study at the
Slade School of Art. Later she made London her
home and the bold style which she developed
towards the end of the last century is often used
to make equally bold feminist statements.
The Walberton Arts Society welcomes new
members and occasional visitors to its meetings
which take place on the fourth Tuesday of the
month at Yapton and Ford Village Hall: doors
open at 1.30pm when tea and coffee are available
before the lecture starts at 2.15. Entry for nonmembers is £6. Details are available on the
website www.walbertonfas.org.uk or from me
on 01243 551292.
Yapton
Women’s Institute
Report by Alison Coote
Fred Delius was our speaker
in January, and he regaled us
with anecdotes from his varied career, including
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appearing in Crossroads, on stage in Evita,
running a circus school in France and, of course,
the sword swallowing.
February saw us welcoming Ben Cross, from
Crosslands Nurseries in Barnham, who
specialise in Astroemeria. He gave a fascinating
presentation, explaining how the flowers are
grown and harvested, and where we could find
them locally to buy. He told us that flowers
grown in the UK are much better quality than
those flown in from half-way round the world,
but that there is no obligation on retailers to
state the country of origin on the labels.
Our next meeting takes place on Tuesday 20th
March, when Lesley Raphael will be talking to
us about reflexology. Our meetings start at
10.00am and are held in Yapton Village Hall.
There is always time to chat over a cuppa and a
biscuit; we have a raffle, and a bring-and-buy sales
table. We also have two walking groups (the
Hikers and the Strollers) and an entertainment
group. So, if you are looking to meet new people,
then we would love to see you. There is no age
limit, and you don’t have to be retired to join
the WI.
For further information, please contact our
president, Mrs. Alison Coote – 01243 773276 or
president@yaptonvillagewi.co.uk
Yapton Community
Coffee Morning Group
by Elsie Nichols
A belated happy new year to all
our supporters, please continue
to support us and bring a friend,
as all are welcome. Welcome back to Rita and
Maisie after their absence, it is good to see
you back.
The weather has been bitterly cold and miserable
and many people have very wisely stayed indoors
to avoid the new flu bug that is going around,
hopefully it will cheer up and enable everyone
to get out and about again. Time has come to
have one of our raffles again, most people enjoy
a good raffle.
We welcome any newcomers to our group, no
membership fee, no entrance fee, you just pay for
your tea and coffee. We meet every Wednesday
morning at 10.30am to 12 noon in the Yapton
Village Hall.

Dream
Wheelers
Join St. Wilfrid’s Hospice on a Fundraising French Bike Ride
After the success of its inaugural Dream
Wheelers bike ride last summer, St
Wilfrid’s Hospice is planning to repeat
the adventure this May with a three
night bike tour around the Normandy
countryside.
This fun and relaxed fundraiser is open to
enthusiastic cyclists of all abilities and will raise
money for the DREAMBUILDING project to
build a state of the art new Hospice for the
community in Bosham.
The event runs from Thursday 17th to Sunday
20th May taking in 100 miles of this beautiful
area. Cyclists are free to set their own pace and
enjoy the evenings at leisure.
Registration costs £300 and includes return ferry
travel to Caen (shared cabin on the outward
journey, single cabin supplement available);
two nights accommodation; a support team to
transport luggage, provide day to day back up
and first aid if required, as well as a goodie bag
and cycling shirt. It is expected that participants
will also raise at least £500 in sponsorship.

The opinion of participants’ from last year was
that that the event was well organised with great
support to the riders, as well as great fun! So why
not find our more today about how to take part?
The new purpose-built hospice is costing around
£15.5 million: 84% of this has been secured,
however, the St Wilfrid’s is looking to the local
community to help raise the remaining £2.5
million to create the DREAMBUILDING.
To register, please visit https://stwh.co.uk/
support-us/events/dream-wheelers-2018/ or
call 01243 775302, or email
dbfundraising@stwh.co.uk
St. Wilfrid’s Hospice
Chichester
www.stwh.co.uk

29

Tailored stationery solutions
to make it easy to promote
your services, publicise
your business and
communicate with
your customers
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Phoenix Parade
Artex Avenue
Rustington
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t: 01903 858918
f: 01903 856251
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Notes of the Council Meeting on 12th March 2018
Parish Council Policies – The Parish Council reviewed and approved the following draft policies,
many of which are required as a result of the introduction of the General Data Protection Regulations
which become effective on the 25th May 2018:
(a) Data Protection Policy
(b) Information Security Policy for Councillors
(c) Information Security Policy for Staff
(d) Data Retention Policy
(e) Media and Communications Policy
(f) Code of Conduct (new – as recommended
			
by Arun District Council)
Social Media – The Council considered a proposal to set up and operate a Facebook and Twitter
Account for Yapton Parish Council. The Clerk was authorised to set-up a Facebook and Twitter
Account and to operate the accounts in conjunction with a nominated councillor who will act as
administrator for the accounts. Watch out for the accounts to become active and we will be publish
details on the Council’s website when they are activated.
Encouraging Sustainable Transport in Yapton – The Council considered a document
entitled “Encouraging Sustainable Transport in Yapton” which had been prepared by Councillor Chris
Sprules. The document contains proposals for the introduction of three cycle routes from the village
including from Yapton to Barnham. The document has been submitted to the Highways and Transport
division of the West Sussex County Council and we are awaiting further details from them about the
proposals contained in the strategy.
Yapton, Ford & Clymping Planning Advisory Group – It was reported that the first
meeting of the Advisory Group had been held in Yapton recently. Representatives from the Parish
Council attended and heard updates on most of the planning applications currently affecting the
Parish including the Strategic Housing Sites off Drove Lane and Bilsham Road.
Neighbourhood Plan Update – the Planning Committee discussed the need to update the
made Yapton Neighbourhood Plan. It was agreed that a group would be formed at the next meeting
of the Planning Committee and a brief and timetable for the review would also be agreed. Anyone
from the Parish who would like to join the group reviewing the plan should contact the Chairman
of the Council’s Planning Committee, Mrs Vicky Newman or the Clerk of the Council by e-mail on
Clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk or Phone on 01243 859141.
Grounds Maintenance – The Council agreed to award contracts for grounds maintenance work
in the parish in 2018/19 as follows:
Litter picking/collection on the King George V Playing Field and cleansing of bus
shelters – Mrs Jo Smithers.
Grass cutting and other grounds maintenance of the Cinders Lane Allotments –
Mr Paul Wake.
Grass cutting and grounds maintenance of the King George V Playing Field –
G. Burley & Sons Limited – 2nd year of three-year contract.
The Council will be continuing with a contract with Arun District Council for the treatment of moles
and other pests on the King George V Playing Field.
Cinders Lane Allotments – there is one half plot available on the allotments – contact
Mick Caiger on 01243 552435.
Next meeting:

Monday 14th May 2018 (Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Parish Council
Meeting and Planning Committee) commencing at 7pm in the Club Room of the Yapton & Ford Village Hall,
Main Road,Yapton. The meetings are open to the public and you are very welcome to attend.

YAPTON NEWS
Editor:

Andrew Gardiner, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW
Tel: 01243 859141 email: clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk web: www.yaptonpc.gov.uk

Contributions, preferably by email, to the Editor at the above address.The Editor reserves the right to edit all articles or letters
received for publication.The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council except
where specifically indicated.
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Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
Planning
a party, wedding or other event?

ROD SPRINGER
Painter & Decorator
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
DECORATIONS
reliable with over 35 years
experience

&D
D AYLING
RR&
AYLING
Why not consider

Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton�
Yapton & Ford Village Hall
Unit 13, Bilsham Industrial Estate, Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
�
Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!

�

Tel: 01243 553555
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�

Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!��
�
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made
General
Wrought
Iron
Work
&
Welding
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�
NO JOB TOO SMALL • to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
All gates, railings, security grilles etc made
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made�
FREE ESTIMATES •
to customer’s specific requirements
� 325844
to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
Tel: 07940
NO VAT •

Your Local Village Blacksmith!

WE HAVE A DRIVER NEAR YOU!

We will be happy to discuss
your requirements
�
www.yaptonhall.org

LOCAL CONTRACTOR •

01243 553028
MOWERCARE
Tel:

Email Address:
rodneyspringer@mail.com

Unit 14a Bilsham Industrial Estate
��
Yapton

Tel:Weddings
558822 or 828025
at the

SALES • SERVICE • SPARES
Manor
House
& REPAIRS
For servicing and repairs of all
makes of lawnmowers and
garden machinery
Collection &
Delivery Service
available

Tel:01903 732063
weddings@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
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“We go out of our way to help you on yours”

Airports – Seaports – Theatres
Long distance trips

Saloons, Estate
Cars + 7 seater
Competitive
Advertising
Rates
Mercedes Traveliner
Delivered to around
Gatwick fromin
££38.00
38.00
1900 Households
Yapton

Heathrow from £60.00
£58.00

Call 01243 859141
01243 554123

01903 719119

DMCHAINSAWS

H Husqvarna

STIHL

Chainsaws, Strimmers
 Mowers, Garden Tractors
 Blowers, Compactor Plates
Rotovators, Protective Clothing



We also supply Robin, Hayter, Makita, Oregon,
Equipment Spares and Protective Wear

01243 554065

Walberton Park Farm, Yapton Lane
Walberton, Arundel BN18 0AS
www.dmchainsaws.com
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