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Firstly, may I, although a little
belatedly, wish all readers and
residents of Yapton a very Happy
New Year. I hope you all had an
enjoyable Christmas and New
Year however you chose to
celebrate the passing of another
year. At this time of year some
of you may have thought about
making a New Year’s resolution. Whatever you
may have resolved to do I hope you can keep
to it for as long as possible.
I have been looking back over the last few
editions of the Yapton News, and I have been
thinking about ways to update and improve
the magazine, particularly looking at the
content, and who are the main contributors
to the magazine. May I publicly send a huge
thank you to all of the regular contributors and
to the willing band of people who distribute
just under 1,900 copies of the magazine to all
households in Yapton, six times a year! I am
always looking for volunteers to spread the
burden of the delivery of each edition, so
please let me know if you feel you may be able
to help. In January 2017 the number of copies
distributed was just over 1,700 copies.
New ideas, pictures and articles are always
welcome, you can send them to me by post,
or e-mail, or just drop them into the Parish
Council Office. I have already introduced a
regular “Hints and Tips” section on gardening
and IT issues and looking to include other
issues, and to include regular features about
the history and people of Yapton, and do more
in-depth features on the groups operating
in the locality. If you belong to a group that
is currently not mentioned in Yapton News,
then please do let me know. From this edition
there will be regular updates from the Primary
School, and in future editions there will be a
regular feature on the activities at St Mary’s
Cover: The gym equipment on the playing field.
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Church. I want to help the people of Yapton,
through the medium of the Yapton News,
to feel proud of their village and the local
community in which they live.
A favourite topic of mine is the question of
Planning Applications and the sheer magnitude
of the numbers of new housing planned for the
village in the coming months and years. There
are currently applications totalling 110 units
which have either been approved recently
or where building has not yet commenced.
Further applications covering 211 units are
awaiting consideration by the local planning
authorities and the plans for 108 houses at
Burndell Road were recently approved after
a successful appeal. In December an appeal
hearing was held on the application to build
100 houses on land south of Ford Lane and
east of North End Road.
Then at the end of December plans for around
550 houses were registered on the Strategic
Site between Bilsham Road and Drove Lane.
The Parish Council’s Planning Committee
will be considering its response to these
applications on the 15th January and a note of
the outcome of its discussion will be included
in the section on the “Notes from the Council
Meeting” later in this edition.
With around 1000 additional homes planned
the Parish Council will be working hard to
seek improvements to the village facilities to
cope with the additional population and their
educational, medical, transport and other
facilities that this increase in housing will bring.
The Council will also be reviewing the Yapton
Neighbourhood Plan to try and manage any
further expansion in the village once the Arun
Local Plan has been agreed later this year.

Andrew Gardiner

Editor. clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk
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Youwrite
write…
...
You
Dear Editor,

For weeks now the A259 between Flansham and
the Oystercatcher has been subject to traffic
delays, in the essentially worthwhile cause of
the provision of a cycle lane. It does serve to
remind, however, of the previous roadworks
on this road at Comet Corner. These, it was to
be hoped, would also be in a good cause. Alas,
for those needing to cross the A259 here the
‘improvements’ at Comet Corner have been
anything but. By allowing vehicles to join and
leave the main road more easily the flow and
speed of cars and lorries along it have been
increased, with the result that for those travelling
from Yapton to Middleton or vice versa it is now
much more hazardous to cross. The alternative
to crossing – detouring to either the Flansham

or the Climping roundabout and returning is not
exactly convenient or fuel-saving.
It is to be hoped that the Parish Council on
our behalf will register its disapproval and
disappointment with the relevant authorities and
push for a safer solution. It is disgraceful that so
much expenditure and inconvenience has been
incurred without addressing the real problem of
vehicles needing to enter or cross the main road
at this very busy and essential junction. Traffic
lights or a roundabout should have been placed
here years ago.
Elisabeth Sturt, Burndell Road,Yapton

Grants to small charities
and community groups
We are a local Sussex grant-maker
giving grants to small charities and
community groups in your area.
If you’d like to sign up to our Grants e-newsletter
to be kept aware of funding opportunities. You
can sign up here to receive all the information:
www.sussexgiving.org.uk/newsletter
Our next deadlines for grant applications are
Friday 12 January 2018, followed by Friday 4th
May 2018.
In particular, we are keen to hear from groups
in West Sussex supporting older people and/or
people at risk of homelessness, and groups in Mid
Sussex supporting children and young people.
Since 2006, we have given over £11.5 million in
grants to smaller charities and community groups
across East and West Sussex, and Brighton &
Hove. For more information about us, please visit
www.sussexgiving.org.uk

Sussex Community Foundation raises funds for
and gives grants to charities and community
groups across East Sussex, West Sussex and
Brighton & Hove. Since 2006, we have given
£11.5 million in grants and are building an
endowment fund for Sussex that will continue to
support Sussex communities for many years to
come. That endowment fund currently stands at
£13 million.
Miranda Kemp
Communications and Marketing Manager
01273 409440
miranda.kemp@sussexgiving.org.uk
www.sussexgiving.org.uk
15 Western Road, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1RL

Registered Charity No 1113226. A company limited by guarantee no 5670692. Registered in England & Wales.
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Ford Tri-Motor

Ford Airfield

(HMS Peregrine) Centenary
by Allen Misselbrook
The Yapton & Ford Local History
Group is going to commemorate the
centenary of Ford Airfield with an
exhibition to be held in the Yapton
& Ford Village Hall & playing field on
Saturday 9th June 2018.
There will be displays consisting of descriptions
and photographs of all the main occupiers over
the past 100 years along with exhibitors from as
many flying related concerns as possible. These
will include a slide show and a photographic
exhibition of aircraft ancient and modern taken by
Lee Carpenter. Mark Hillier, author of ‘A Fighter
Command Station at War’ (Westhampnett)
will be there for a book signing session and
members of the Association of Wrens will make
an appearance. The planning is at an early stage

and the number of confirmed attractions will
increase as the event day approaches. For further
information visit our web-site which will be
updated as the programme evolves.
We would like to hear from anyone who has
any information or memorabilia relating to the
airfield and we would welcome anyone who
would like to be involved with the project.
For more information please don’t hesitate to
contact me.
The following is a brief history of the airfield
from its conception in 1917 up to the present
day and what is possibly in store for the future.
The full story will unfold at the exhibition.
During the latter stages of the Great War it
was decided that more airfields were required
5

Arial shot 1918.

along the south coast to facilitate the training
of the expanding number of RFC squadrons in
preparation for them being transferred to the
Continent. Several sites were identified, one
being that of Ford in West Sussex. Work began
on the air base during 1917. Hangers, workshops
and accommodation blocks were built in the
area what is now The Peregrines, Drake Grove
and Fordwater Gardens, and opened sometime
in early 1918. RFC Squadron No 148 flew in
and Squadron 149 was formed at Ford both
flying FE2b’s. Following the entry into the war
by the United States, several airfields were reallocated to the US Air Service and Ford (known
at the time as Ford Junction) became Field no. 1
in the Chichester Area of Night Bombardment
Section, American Expeditionary Force. The
plan was for the Americans to fly Handley Page
0/400 bombers. The first Americans arrived in

September 1918 and Squadron No. 326 was
formed which flew FE2b’s and Farman F40’s for
training purposes, while they waited for 0/400
bombers to be shipped in from the USA. The
signing of the Armistice occurred before the
arrival of these aircraft except for one example
which was being assembled at Ford. As a result
the programme was cancelled and the American
personnel left. The newly formed RAF used the
airfield to de-commission squadrons over the
next two years after which the airfield reverted
back to farmland.
There followed 10 years free of aero-engine
noise with the accommodation blocks being
converted into homes for villagers. Flying started
up again on the airfield when D.W. Aviation
moved down from Brooklands offering joyrides
to the general public. They were followed a year
Handly
Page under
construction
24-10-18 –
iwm.
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Sir Alan Cobham.

later by Ford Motor Company who based their
Tri-Motor aeroplane activities at Ford.
Following Ford’s decision to cease production
of the Tri-Motor, they relinquished the lease
on the airfield and facilities which were taken
over by Rollason Aviation Ltd who moved their
flying club operation down from Croydon and
renamed the club The Southdowns Flying Club.
This flying club was to become The Yapton Aero
Club where the famous Air Transport Auxiliary
pilot, Lettice Curtice learnt to fly.
Sir Alan Cobham also made the airfield the base
for his company National Aviation Displays Ltd
from where he toured the country for a few
seasons with his Flying Circus, giving displays
with his array of flying machines performing
stunts. It was while he was at Ford that he started

his company Flight Refuelling Limited which
developed the method of refuelling aircraft in
flight, a variation of which is still used today by air
forces around the world.
With the imminent onset of War, the Air Ministry
commandeered the airfield and transferred the
School of Naval Co-operation, soon to become
the Royal Naval Observer School, from Leeon-Solent. The flying school had to move out
although Flight Refuelling was allowed to continue
with their experimenting but eventually even
they had to leave. The base was Commissioned
‘HMS Peregrine’ and came under the control
of the Royal Navy and shortly the Royal Navy
School of Photography arrived.The Navy’s tenure
on the base came to an abrupt end when it was
practically destroyed by enemy bombers on
18th August 1940 with many personnel killed
Wyvern –
Baird.
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Wing Commander Johnnie Johnson – No. 144 Canadian Wing.

and injured. The RAF took over the airfield and
it was from here that they perfected their night
fighting capabilities which eventually took a great
toll of enemy aircraft. Squadrons from Ford also
played major roles in the ill fated Dieppe raid
and D-Day.

to improve the Navy’s capabilities. With the
advent of jets, the base had to be closed from
1948 to 1951 to allow the runways to be
extended and laid down in concrete to accept
the more powerful and heavier aircraft which
were replacing the old propeller driven types.

After VE Day the base was used to bring home
many POW’s and also to de-commission
squadrons which were no longer needed.

The Trials unit wasn’t the only activity that took
place at HMS Peregrine. As a Royal Naval land
base it was home for carrier based squadrons
which had completed their tours of duty on
aircraft carriers such as HMS Eagle. While they
were shore based they would have gunnery
practice off Selsey Bill and practice parachute
jumping from a purpose made basket with a hole
in the middle suspended underneath a gas filled
Balloon tethered above the airfield.

Following the war, the Royal Navy took back
control and soon after the Royal Naval Service
Trials Unit was formed. This unit had an example
on their books of every type of aircraft flown by
the Royal Navy for the purpose of testing and
assessing any new piece of equipment developed

Ford Burning 18-08-1940.
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Mustang Mk III’s – RAF.

With the reduction in the size of the Armed
Forces and consequently the size of the Fleet
Air Arm, HMS Peregrine became surplus to
requirement and eventually closed in 1958. That
wasn’t the end of the story for the airfield. In 1962
it was used as the location for the film ‘The Prize
of Arms’ starring Stanley Baker, Helmut Schmid
and Tom Bell with Patrick Magee and Rodney
Bewes amongst the supporting cast.The plot was
about a criminal gang trying to rob an army pay
convoy. There was another link with the world
of film and that was by way of one of the aircraft
featured in ‘Those Magnificent Men in their
Flying Machines’
being built by the
Miles Aviation Co.
in their plant on
the airfield. Civil
flying continued
for a few more
years but under
pressure
from
local inhabitants
even
that
eventually ceased.
Today
the
buildings on the
eastern side of
the airfield are
part of Ford Open
Prison while the
original site on

the western side where Ford Motor Company
and Sir Alan Cobham made their home is now
The Peregrines housing estate. Other parts of
what was HMS Peregrine have been given over
to industrial use and the main runways are home
to open air markets and car-boot sales. As to
the future, there are plans afoot to build around
1500 houses.
It is with this in mind that the Yapton & Ford
Local History Group have decided to help
preserve the memory of this little bit of England
and honour the men and women who have lived
and died here over the last century, before the
final traces disappear under bricks and mortar.
Allen Misselbrook
December 2017
email:
mob:
web:

allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk
07905 814347
www.yaptonhistory.org.uk

The Yapton & Ford Local History Group meets
in the Club Room of the Yapton & Ford Village
Hall on the first Monday of the month with the
exception of the months of May & August. Doors
open at 7.15pm. There is a small entry charge
for visitors. Members are free. See advertising
posters or web site for information about the
meetings guest speakers.
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Children love a camp fire.

Yapton Primary
Goes Wild!

by Nick Sharp

Headteacher Yapton CE Primary School

At Yapton CE Primary School we are
always on the look-out for ways of
making the learning more exciting
and certainly more memorable for our
pupils.
Teachers have coined the phrase “Live It – Talk
It – Write It” which means that we want children
to have first-hand experience (“live it”) before
they articulate their learning (talk it); the writing
part of the learning comes later.
Over the last two years we have started to
use our woodland area more, as we believe it
gives the children an experience that we cannot
replicate indoors.
As soon as I met Stuart Slade a couple of years
ago, I knew he was just right for our school. He has
a passion for learning outside, he loves working
with children and he seemed to love the school!
10

Stuart started an afterschool “Forest Club”
in our small wild area
for a couple of years,
being ably supported
by one of our Teaching
Assistants, Miss Maddy
Stone. This small afterschool club was greatly
enjoyed by the children,
but the teachers soon
realised what a great
experience the children
were having and so they
started to book Stuart
up for some lessons.
By Christmas time, all
pupils in Key Stages 1 and
2 will have had at least a
session out in “the wild”.

Stuart at home in
the outdoors.

Stuart teaches woodland skills.

Although our school woodland area is small, we
are keen to access other areas of woodland close
to the school. If you own some suitable land that
the school could use, then please get in touch!
We have rigged up a tarpaulin over the fire
circle and provided some basic log stools for
the children to sit on. When the fire is going and
everyone is sitting sheltered and discussing their
learning, it has a really cosy feeling.
Here’s what Stuart Slade (a Level 3 Forest School
Leader) says about his work in school:
“The Forest School sessions we run at Yapton
CE Primary allows the pupils to take part in
an inspirational process giving opportunities
to achieve, develop confidence and self-esteem
through hands on learning experiences within
our ‘small forest’ in the school grounds. A small
task is set during each session i.e. safely building
and lighting a fire, shelter building and using hand
tools to create something. Although there is
focused activity the children are also encouraged
to play and explore the environment using their
entire senses e.g. collecting mini beasts, den
making and self-invented games. The sessions
are great fun and I have enjoyed getting to know
everyone at Yapton CE Primary!”

So what do the children say about their “forest
school” experiences? :-

Alfie

“Forest School is fun because
we get to make a fire!”
Siena “I like learning how to cut
wood safely”
Shawn “I like working with natural
things”
Freya “I loved looking at the fire
knowing that we made it”
Ellie “I like learning new things and
being out in nature”
My hope is not just that our “Forest School”
journey goes from strength to strength but
that this fun outdoor learning continues out of
school, at weekends with the whole family. There
is so much great countryside to explore locally –
hills, woods, country lanes and beaches.

So put your coat and wellies on, and
GO EXPLORE!
Nick Sharp
Headteacher – Yapton CE Primary School
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- 24 hour service
- Free bereavement advice
- Pre-paid funeral plans

FELPHAM
103 - 105 Felpham Way, PO22 8QB

01243 587067
www.funeralcare.co.uk
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BOOK YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION AT OUR EXPENSE
Telephone Hilary Peyman
01903 882007
or visit our website

The Mellor Practice Ltd is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Limited,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
The Mellor Practice Ltd, Registered in England, No. 10567558 Registered Office: 41b Beach Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5JA
The value of your investments can go down as well as up, so you could get less back than you invested.
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Out in the garden!
by David Donaldson

Winter time is not necessarily without
floral interest in the garden or
greenhouse or conservatory. Not only
is there a goodly number of plants in
flower, but many are also attractively
scented.
As an example, the frequent herbaceous border
garden outcast, Petasites fragrans, which inhabits
many a roadside to the apparent exclusion of
everything else, produces masses of sweetly
scented flowers from November to April, which
inspired the vernacular name winter heliotrope.
Its aggressive vegetative spread condemned it
to being lost to general culture, but it survives
only too well, largely unloved, throughout Britain
where it has been dumped.
Of much greater interest to the gardener today,
hellebores have been in favour for years, with an
increasing choice available for these last several
years. The Christmas rose, Helleborus niger, was
once generally known for flowering in December,
but nowadays, has been partly replaced by later
flowering selections; by contrast, the Lenten rose,
Helleborus orientalis flowers February onwards,
and its numerous selections cover flowers of
white, pink to purple, single or double, and at a
price to suit all pockets.
The winter flowering heaths, Erica carnea and
E x darleyensis, certainly give a return on the
financial outlay, and are often at their best in
January and February, featuring white, pink or
purple blooms, and are almost as interesting as
foliage plants, with greens, bronzes and yellows.
In the garden, they do require a modicum of
seasonal care in clipping away spent flowers.

The range of colours in these spidery flowers
covers yellow, orange, red and bronze, and some
at least, are well scented. However, they are not
plants for the faint-hearted; their commercial
production is expensive, and in the early years in
the garden, need a modicum of care.
A conservatory or cold greenhouse can be
utilised for winter flower production. Bulbs of
early-flowering Narcissus can be potted and
grown on in natural temperatures, or obtained
with the work largely completed. Hyacinths give
value for money with their heady scent.
For a frost-free conservatory, Jasminum
polyanthum is a prime mid-winter flowering
climbing shrub; even as a year-old plant it will
flower in a pot, thus making it useful as a floristry
item. It is a finely scented flower, and resembles
the summer flowering jessamine, J. officinale, with
the added feature of being evergreen.
For those with a dream, then it is off to Wisley
Gardens in February, when the orchid house is
at its best, with the tropical collection in peak
flower.
The list enumerated above is not exhaustive:
to the garden shrubs may be added the winter
flowering honeysuckles, Lonicera standishii, L.
fragrantissima and their hybrid L. x purpusii, the
yellow-flowered Jasminum nudiflorum, the treelike Acacia dealbata, of which examples may be
seen in Yapton, Stachyurus with its catkins and
Iris unguicularis, a tough herbaceous plant for a
sunny, well-drained site.

The genus Daphne, no vernacular name required,
provides many garden worthy shrubs among
its numerous species and hybrids. The possible
British native, D. mezereum, and undoubted
native, D. laureola, the Himalayan D. bholua and
the oriental, D. odora, all perform from February,
or earlier.As garden plants, they tend to be shortlived, and are not the cheapest items to buy.
For those where money is no object, then the
witch-hazel genus, Hamamelis, may be for you.
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Planning Updates
FORD LANE PUBLIC INQUIRY
The inquiry on the land south of
Ford lane (application Y/80/16/OUT)
was held on 12-14 December 2017 at
Bognor Regis Town Hall.

as the opening of the Bognor Regis Relief Road,
the Yapton rail crossing soon to be upgraded,
the latest approved housing developments and
increased traffic.

The applicant Langmeads had made an appeal
following the Arun District Council decision to
reject the application mainly due to updated
traffic assessments not being carried out, but
also requiring noise assessments from Orchard
Business Park due to recent complaints. The
inspector was Mr Philip Asquith, speaking for
Mr Langmead was the agent Paul Collins and
barrister Graham Keene; on behalf of the Council
were David Innes and barrister Felicity Thomas.

On the second day of the inquiry Neil Crowther
spoke on behalf of ADC and refuted the comment
made by Mr Collins that an invitation had been
made to resubmit the previous application. Mr
Bowie then made the case for Highways England
with particular concern regarding the A27/Yapton
Lane junction and the need to assess the potential
traffic effect on the right hand lane turning off the
A27 from the west. He had produced a chart of
the various development proposals which he had
extracted from the Arun DC website in order
to demonstrate the cumulative effect if these
were all approved. A selection of photographs
taken on a November evening between 5-6pm
were shown with hazardous situations where
the turning lane filled up. In cross questioning Mr
Keene quoted the approved developments where
traffic assessments had not been requested, eg
108 dwellings at Burndell Road, but it was stated
that these on their own would not generate a
problem.

Mr Keene’s opening summary stated that the
District’s land supply had worsened and there
was only evidence of 2.07 years supply of housing.
There was no objection to the use of greenfield
land and no harm to St Mary’s church. The
Council said that the principle of development
was not opposed, but that they could not agree
to the application due to the outstanding issues.
The members of the public were then invited
to speak. Vicky Newman spoke on behalf of the
Yapton Parish Council who recognised that the
Yapton Neighbourhood plan would need to be
revised in order to agree extra allocations, and
discussions with ADC had already taken place.
In reviewing this it was apparent by a local ballot
that the northern boundary of the village should
not be altered. Other speakers were Patricia
Wales, Elaine Cordingley, Andy Faulkner and
John Mills. Among the issues they raised were the
built-up area boundary, the effect on sustainability,
a summary of the number of dwellings already
completed since 2014, and the effect of increased
traffic on the existing road network.
Mrs Thomas then elaborated on why the Council
had refused the application, and this was followed
by an exhaustive description of the local highways
case from Mr Hayward, a highways consultant.
He explained that an updated traffic assessment
should take account of all recent changes such
14

David Innes then stated the case for ADC.
Regarding the Emerging Local Plan, there would
be modifications made in January 2018, feedback
in February and examination by an inspector
expected in April. Mr Keene said that the ELP
could only be given ‘limited weight’ until it had
been adopted, and a judgment had to be made
on whether the ‘adverse impacts outweigh the
benefits’ of the proposed development.
The final day of the inquiry was taken with
the evidence of the agent Mr Collins. He
again restated that the supply of housing in
the district was only 2.07 years and that sites
agreed for development should come forward.
He maintained that the site was in a sustainable
location and improvements would be made for
pedestrians and cyclists to North End Road and

Church Road. In cross questioning Mrs Thomas
said that it was not appropriate for a June 2014
traffic assessment to be used for a Nov 2016
application. It was recognised that Ford Lane is
a 60mph limit until it reaches the houses at the
eastern end.

The closing submissions were then made by Mrs
Thomas and Mr Keene. Finally, Elaine Cordingley
was able to make a closing statement on behalf
of Yapton residents, noting that the Localism Act
is still part of UK law and that because a site is
‘offered’ it does not mean it should be built on.

UPDATE ON STRATEGIC HOUSING SITE FOR YAPTON
Landlink Estates and Gleeson Strategic
Land intends to provide the Parish
Council with regular updates on
progress with the strategic housing
proposal at Bilsham Road/Drove Lane.

• Consolidation
of
Primary
Education
facilities at the existing site with appropriate
contribution for an extension to the school
to augment contributions already promised
from other developments - including carrying
out a feasibility study to assist this process

This is the first update held after the public
consultation event.

• Appropriate contributions to medical
facilities where they will best serve the new
residents working with the Care providers
where possible

The site at Yapton, known as SD7, has been
confirmed in the Local Plan modifications as
a strategic site for housing by Arun District.
This is a separate process from the Yapton
Neighbourhood Plan.
The attendance at the consultation event held
on 25 September was high with 137 individuals
recorded as attending. There was a good level of
response with over 84 response forms handed in
at the event, and 8 follow up emails. In terms of
issues raised the following summarises the key
points:
• There was a majority who felt an enlarged
school was preferable to a new school.
• There was a clear majority who supported a
new health centre – access to Doctors was a
recurring concern
• 30% felt that the proposal would result in an
overdevelopment of the village
• 40% expressed concern over impact on local
services
• 28% were concerned about impact on local
traffic
• Some respondents raised issues of flooding
and sewage capacity
Landlink Estates and Gleeson Strategic Land are
keen that the development provides a quality
development for the village. We have taken
on board feedback from the Parish noting the
following preferences on the potential new
infrastructure and comment accordingly below:

• Providing land for a dedicated cycleway from
Drove Lane to Lidsey Rife if it is possible to
link in with other routes
• Contributions towards the upgrading
of facilities at the George V playing field
consistent with the Parish requests
• Upgrading the Oyster Catcher and Comet
Corner junctions to help reduce queuing
Landlink Estates have also noted the following
comments following the public consultation
which either relates directly to their land or
more general comments on the masterplan
which they consider important:
• Potential for downsizers by planning for some
bungalows
• Support the potential for further community
use at the Scout Hut site with appropriate
contributions
• Works to improve surface drainage to
improve the situation in Drove Lane
• Securing the small field on Main Road as open
space to serve the village and protect the
conservation area
Gleeson Strategic Land has similarly noted
the following comments which they consider
important:
• Incorporating apartments within the
illustrative masterplan which are suitable for
older people and people with disabilities;
Continued Overleaf ➣
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• Revising the housing mix shown on the
illustrative masterplan to demonstrate the
opportunity for a higher proportion of
smaller homes;
• Ensuring that there is sufficient space
between the rear of the existing properties
and the back of new properties to allow for
soft landscape planting in addition to secure
fencing;
• Providing the opportunity for visitor parking
to be provided at 1 space per 5 dwellings to
ensure that there are limited impacts on the
surrounding road network for parking;
• Increasing the amount of car parking shown
on the illustrative masterplan to be above
the minimum set out by West Sussex County
Council.

Outline planning applications have been
submitted to Arun District Council by Landlink
Estates for 300 dwellings and by Gleeson
Strategic Land for 250 dwellings making a total
of 550. You will be able to make comments on
the applications directly to Arun District Council.
The applications can be viewed on the Arun
District Council Planning website (www.arun.
gov.uk/weekly-lists) under references Y/91/17/
OUT and Y/92/17/OUT. Comments have to be
submitted by the 1st February 2018.
Landlink Estates and Gleeson Strategic Land
will be represented at an Advisory Group set
up by Arun District Council which will consider
the strategic developments at Yapton, Ford &
Climping – this group will include the Parish,
alongside District Council officers and Members,
and they intend to meet on a regular basis.

Potter’s House Preschool
Potter’s House Preschool, recently
opened in Drove Lane for children aged
2-5 years old. It has opened for the
benefit of families in the six villages
area to provide much needed high
quality local childcare.

I have invested my career into researching and
studying the way children develop and opening
this preschool has been the pinnacle of my career
so far and the dream come true that I have
worked towards all these years. I believe that
children develop so quickly during this period of
their lives and are impressionable and vulnerable
and with the right start can go on to be incredible
adults making our community a nicer place to be.
I believe that if we can provide children with the
right examples early on, a general understanding
of the world and how it works and start them
off in school with all the basics that they need
to know; then we are giving them a gift more
precious than gold. There are seven different
learning styles that map out the way we learn, if
we can work that out early on and pass it onto
their prospective new schools then we surely set
them up for their whole academic life.
Potter’s House Preschool combines the vast
outdoor space with the early years curriculum
providing children with the perfect setting to
play and develop at their own pace.

Essentially, we love children! All our staff are
parents who understand how precious your
babies are and appreciate that it’s not always
easy leaving them in the care of others. We do
all we can to ensure they are safe, happy and
developing well.
We believe in teaching kindness and patience as
well as the abc’s.
We provide extra activities such as Rugby Tots,
baking, interactive story time and Yoga to give
our little ones a little extra something.
You can find us on Facebook and Instagram as
well as following our blog on our website: www.
pottershousepreschool.co.uk
For more information regarding spaces, times
and prices; please call:
Sally-Ann Barker on 07375 379148 or
email: sallyann@pottershousepreschool.co.uk
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Warm Hearts, Cold Country

The suburbs of UB.

With Christmas just behind us, and the
New Year ahead of us, we are looking
back at 2017.
We are thankful for all the good things that
happened in our church and community. The
vision of Yapton Free Church (YFC) goes beyond
local activities and outreach. We have a heart for
mission and want to reach out to the nations.
Over the years, we had the privilege of sending
out teams to South Africa, Nepal, Holland and
Spain. Last September a small team went to
Mongolia, the country where I (Hanneke van
Driel) lived for 12 years before I moved to Yapton.
I worked with HELP-International, a mission
organization, which aims at showing God’s love
in practical ways. HELP serves the poor, supports
local families, reaches out to prisoners and runs
a rehab for alcoholics. The work is now mainly
led by locals. Through visits and fundraising, YFC
continues to support this valuable ministry.
The bakery.
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In September, four of our church members and a
Dutch couple went for a two-week visit.
Some snippets:
Arrival at Chingghis Khaan Airport: Chilly! It is
early September but the temperature is round
freezing point. UB (Ulaan Baatar) is known for
its extreme temperatures; within one day we
see the thermometer swing between 5 and 26
Celsius.
UB is booming. New shopping malls, high rise
buildings and even entire districts have been
built since our last visit, three years ago. The
discovery and mining of mineral resources has
led to significant economic growth. However, not
everybody benefits; the gap between rich and
poor is growing further.
We stay at the HELP-base in UB. Community life
is a vital part of the HELP-vision. We enjoy being
HELP compound with the rebuilt meeting hall.

Ger (traditional Mongolian tent).

part of the household; sharing accommodation
and joining the staff, students and rehabresidents during morning prayer, meal times and
meetings. We are invited to teach in the training
school, which is led by a young couple. Both of
them joined the community in their late teens.
Now they are passing on what they learned and
received. It is great to see how much they have
grown.
After a few days we go to Khentii, the province
where I (Hanneke) started a HELP-base. It’s a
6-hour drive through the beautiful landscape.
Our dented taxi bounces through the grass, as
the driver suddenly decides to treat us to an offroad camel-chase.
Our friends give us the warmest welcome. Their
hospitality is touching. We are to stay in their
homes, sleep in their beds and get spoiled around
the clock. They try hard to offer us a ‘Western’

menu: Salty peanuts for breakfast! (‘We saw
you eating nuts in your yoghurt’ – Aha, they mean
muesli :)!).
The compound looks tidy and well kept. Our
friends proudly show us their meeting hall, which
has been rebuilt last year. Funds raised at Gaston
farm enabled them to finish this beautiful project.
The Bakery, which we started to provide work
for the unemployed, has also been upgraded. A
few single mums and men from the rehab are
visibly enjoying their work. The bread and cakes
are being sold in the local shops. We teach them
to make bread pudding and they love it!
Nomad tea party
A nomad family has invited us to visit them
before we return to the capital. After a bumpy
ride through the vast landscape we arrive at the
ger (traditional round tent), where the friendly

Nomad tea party.
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The training school.

hosts usher us in. Salty tea with milk is ready,
accompanied with real Mongolian treats: mutton
soup, dried milk skin, curds and fermented
mares milk. After watching our host slaughter a
goat (another feast coming up!) we go for a walk
through the stunning countryside. While the
meat is simmering in a big pot, we dance on the
grass to the croaky sound of Mongolian disco
music, blasting out of the 4 wheel drive’s radio.
These nomads know how to party. We have
our meaty dinner and then it’s time say goodbye.
Stars shine brightly in a cold, black sky as we
make our way back to the village. It has been an
unforgettable day.
In the suburbs of UB.

Off roading with camels.
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After two eventful weeks we return to England,
grateful for what we have seen and experienced.
The story continues and we are happy to be part
of it!
Hanneke van Driel and Anna Dijkslag
‘Journey into the unknown’ by
Hanneke van Dam (van Driel)
is now available in English! This
book tells the adventurous story
of her life in Mongolia. Order on
Amazon, or contact YFC by email:
admin@yaptonfreechurch.net or
phone: 01243-552232.
The training school.

In the suburbs of UB.

Around the
Village
Yapton Free Church
Report by Katie Van Driel
Firstly, I’d like to wish you all
a Happy New Year! I pray that
2018 will be a year filled with joy, peace and hope.
December was a wonderful month as we
celebrated Christmas. Our Christmas services
were very special and it was fantastic to have
baptisms at our New Years Eve service!
January is often coined as the month of ‘New
Beginnings’ as we make many attempts to make
changes in the hope of having a better, more
joyful, peaceful, healthy life. Sometimes we stick
to our resolutions, while other times they
quickly become a thing of the past as we press
on into January. Maybe you’re a frequent user of
the phrase ‘New Year, new me!’ Have you ever
thought about taking some time to dig a little
deeper into exploring the meaning of life?! What
is this life really about? What is our purpose?
Is there life after death? How about joining us
on our Alpha Course?! The Alpha Course is a
space specifically designed to discuss the deep
and challenging questions of life. It gives you the
chance to question, to voice your opinion, to
hear and discuss. Our Alpha Course kicks off on
Wednesday 17th January 2018 at 7:30pm with
a Take-Away night! And guess what?! It’s Free!
So, we’d love for you to join us for a free takeaway and a good chat! We meet at the OCB (Old
Church Building, Main Road,Yapton). If you would
like to come along then please let Hugo know on
01243 554246.
Here at YFC, our diary is already filling up with
many exciting things as we head into 2018.
Our usual events and activities such as Youth
Club, Parent and Toddlers, Homegroups, prayer
meetings, Men’s breakfasts and more are all back
and running on a regular basis.We’re also starting
the year with a 24hr worship event on the 19th20th January. We open up our church building
for 24hrs – even through the night – to allow
space dedicated to prayer and worship.There are

always people there leading various slots with
all different styles of prayer and worship, and it’s
always a fantastic time.
We also have a team headed back to Cape Town,
South Africa later in January to be involved with
our project ‘Soup From Heaven’. At the end of
last year, we launched our ‘Shoe box’ appeal and
we gave over 40 children from Bright Stars Safe
House and Ray of Sunshine House boxes full of
goodies. Our team in Cape Town handed them
out just before Christmas to some very grateful
children! Thank you to everyone who donated.
You are welcome to join us for our Sunday
Services which are usually held at Yapton Village
Hall from 10:30am. If you would like to find out
more about what we do, then please have a look
at our Website (www.yaptonfreechurch.net) or
call our Church Office on 01243 552232.
Yapton and Ford
Village Hall
Report by Derek Ambler
Since the last edition of the
Yapton News we have held
two fund raising events. In
November we had a massively successful Race
Night with Sausage and Mash Supper, followed
in December by our annual Christmas Quiz. The
winning team on this occasion was Gwen Field’s
table made up of her friends and neighbours.
They faced stiff opposition but triumphed over
the Cottage Gardeners who are frequent past
winners. Well done indeed. The only sad note
to the evening was Nigel our Quizmaster, who
has decided to give up setting Quizzes after
decades of voluntary work for ourselves and
other organisations. We thank him for his efforts
over the past years and wish him enjoyment in
his increased leisure time.
The money raised on these nights will go
some way towards the costs incurred by the
replacement of the lights in the Club Room and
the outside lights alongside the pathway leading
from the front entrance of the Hall to the rear.
There has been some storm damage to roof
tiles which will require attention shortly. As our
two Parish Councils generally foot the bill for
the exterior structure of the Hall we hope they
will find sufficient funds in their tight budgets to
cover the costs.
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Around the Village
Details of future events will be announced in the
March edition of the Yapton News. Wishing all
villagers a happy and healthy 2018.
Yapton & Ford Local
History Group
Report by Allen Misselbrook
Worthing a History, Riot
and Respectability in a
Sea Side Town
The history of Worthing was the focus for the
Yapton & Ford Local History Group’s November
meeting. Worthing historian, Chris Hare, delved
into his vast knowledge of the area to enlighten
his audience with a few facts of its early history
and some of the darker happenings of the town.
In the 1700s Worthing as we know it now would
have been completely different not actually by
the sea but around Broadwater and quite rural.
From around 4000BC, the South Downs above
Worthing was Britain’s earliest and largest flintmining area, with four of the UK’s 14 known flint
mines lying within 7 miles (11 kilometres) of the
centre of Worthing. An excavation at Little High
Street dates the earliest remains from Worthing
town centre to the Bronze Age. There is also an
important Bronze Age hill fort on the western
fringes of the modern borough at Highdown Hill.
Worthing remained an agricultural and fishing
hamlet for centuries until the arrival of wealthy
visitors in the 1750s. Princess Amelia stayed
in the town in 1798 and the fashionable and
wealthy continued to stay in Worthing, which
became a town in 1803. The town expanded and
elegant developments such as Park Crescent and
Liverpool Terrace were begun. The area was a
stronghold of smugglers in the 19th century and
was the site of rioting by the Skeleton Army in
the 1880s.

Throughout much of the 19th century
disturbances frequently occurred on Guy Fawkes
Night in Worthing causing alarm and posing great
problems for the local authorities.
The trouble stemmed from an undercurrent
of social unrest and resentment to the
‘establishment’, the police, Roman Catholics and
unpopular local personalities.
Although Worthing was not unique in these
troubles, the incidents were among the worst in
the South East.
In 1852, as if to mark the debut of the Local
Board, a mob of Bonfire Boys with blackened
faces, staves, blazing tar barrels and menacing
banners rampaged out of control, and the
following year the Archbishop Cardinal Wiseman
was burnt in effigy.
1877 saw violent rioting and confrontation with
the police. In 1880 a bonfire club was launched.
When the Salvation Army arrived in 1883 the club
became the Worthing Excelsior Skeleton Army,
seeking to rout the Salvationists, their attempts
culminating in an
unprecedented
outbreak of mob
rule in August
1884
when
troops
were
called in to quell
the violence.
Oscar Wilde holidayed in the town in 1893 and
1894, writing the Importance of Being Earnest
during his second visit. The town was home
to several literary figures in the 20th century,
including Nobel prize-winner Harold Pinter.
During the Second World War, Worthing was
home to several allied military divisions in
preparation for the D-Day landings.
Jon Carver – Committee Member
.........................................................................................
Winter Solstice, Yuletide and the
Feast of Saturnalia
To round off their series of talks for 2017 the
members and guests gave a very warm welcome
to the returning Paul Ulson who is an old friend
of the Group. Dressed in the robes of a ‘Wise
Man’ he launched into his talk entitled ‘Winter
Solstice,Yuletide and the Feast of Saturnalia.
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Cissbury Ring, Neolithic Flint Mine

The Nativity

and burnt for 24 hours to ward off a range of
misfortunes which could befall a household and
the burning was accompanied by feasting and
drinking about the time of the Winter Solstice.
It was the French that created the chocolate
version that we enjoy today.

He took the Christmas story and slowly peeled
off the ‘layers’ to expose what is possibly the real
story. He took great pains to assure his audience
that he wasn’t denying the birth of Christ or
wanting to offend anyone.
He went on to say that the Christmas
celebrations as we know them are the result of
the consolidation of many traditions down the
centuries. According to Paul the Nativity has
been condensed with all the elements appearing
to take place over a few days but, when the wise
men went to Herod and enquired about the
birth, he ordered all the baby boys up to the age
of two be killed. Did this mean that they arrived
up to two years after the birth? The exact date
of Christ’s birth is unknown; the shepherds are
always depicted carrying lambs which would
suggest that it was springtime. In Judaism, the
date of the Annunciation is March 25th which is
associated with fertility. A nine month pregnancy
would give a birthday of 25th December; Paul
asks is this the derivation of Christmas day.
Many of the traditions around the celebrating of
Christmas can be laid at the door of the Romans.
The feast of Saturnalia, December 17th, lasted
for seven days and the Roman New Year was the
January 1st when houses were decorated with
greenery and gifts were given to children and the
poor.The suggestion is that the Romans combined
their Pagan festival with that of Christmas when
they were converted to Christianity. The Yule log
is an Anglo Saxon tradition where a log was lit
St Nicholas

It was the Victorians who started the tradition
of the decorated Christmas tree in Britain when
Prince Albert brought the practice with him
from Germany. Since Pagan times it had been
the custom to decorate houses with greenery
especially at the feast of Saturnalia and the
Winter Solstice to ward off evil spirits. The
Germans started bringing in trees, which they
decorated, in the 1600’s.
Paul then turned his attention to Boxing Day.
The day owes its name to the custom of giving
out Alms boxes to the poor on the day following
Christmas Day. Another tradition introduced
during Queen Victoria’s reign was Father
Christmas clad in red robes. The character of
Father Christmas, or Santa Claus, was based on
a 3rd century monk, St Nicholas, living in what is
now Turkey, who gave away all his inherited wealth
to the needy. In pre-Victorian days his character
was clad in green, the colour of the traditional
decorations but the Victorians brightened him up
by dressing him in red. The full history of Santa
Claus must wait for another time.
The next meeting of the Yapton & Ford Local
History Group will be on Monday February 5th
when Ian Gledhill will be giving an illustrated
talk on The History of Brighton Trams. The
following month, on Monday March 5th will be
an illustrated talk by Michael Olding on The Rev.
Way at Stansted.
The meetings will be held in the Club Room of
the Yapton & Ford Village Hall. The doors will be
open at 7.15pm. Members are free, guests £3.00
per person.
Allen Misselbrook – Tel: 01243 552715
Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk
1st Yapton
Guides Group
Report by Anna Drynan
Our youngest members the Yapton Rainbows are
going to be working on a special winter themed
badge this term; learning new games and doing
some cooking activities and crafts. Chinese New
23
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Home care with
a difference
Tailor made to your
individual requirements
• Award winning, unhurried care
• Mature CAREGivers, matched
for continuity of care
• Companionship & Home help
• Personal care services
• Specialist & Dementia care

If someone in your family needs
a little help please call Simon on

01243 884111

http://www.homeinstead.co.uk/BognorRegis
Email: simon.mcgee@homeinstead.co.uk
Each Home Instead Senior Care© franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead 2015.

HAPPY TO
GIVE A LITTLE
TO GAIN A LOT?
THEN WE NEED YOU for Advisory Work, Administration, Reception and
for our Campaigning & Marketing Group. Working for the CAB has so many pluses,
from boosting people’s confidence to improving job prospects . . . “After a busy day
at the CAB, it’s really nice to go home and feel you’ve made a difference to the people
who have come in for help and go out feeling that the world is not such a bad place”
To find out more, contact one of the following numbers
Littlehampton – 01903 724010
Bognor – 0344 477 1171 Chichester – 0344 477 1171
HOWEVER IF YOU NEED US come to our Outreach Service at Yapton & Ford
Village Hall where an advisor is available every Wednesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
Alternatively, you can contact us
Monday to Friday (1000 to 1600 hours) by ringing our Advice Line on 0344 477 1171
or our Mobile Advice Line on 0300 3300 650.
ARUN & DISTRICT CHICHESTER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
Registered Charity Number: 1099640
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thoroughly made the most of a night out at
Out of Bounds at the end of term and definitely
want to make a return visit. Two of the newest
Guides made their Guide promises high up
on the climbing wall…definitely a moment to
remember. The Christmas filled weekend at
the National Trust bunkhouse in Slindon was
a big success and the Guides participated very
enthusiastically in coppicing hazel and clearing
some sycamore trees. They were also thrilled
to be able to plant their very own Oak trees
as part of their volunteering day. The weekend
was rounded off with a Christmas dinner, some
Year is always a special celebration time for the
Rainbows and they make and give red envelopes
with coins in to each other, design Chinese
lanterns and have the opportunity to taste lots
of different Chinese foods.
The Yapton Brownies continued their animals
theme last term with a fun filled visit to Pets at
Home in Rustington on a Pet Pals Workshop.
During the hour session the Brownies were
able to hold and stroke two cute guinea pigs and
a rabbit. They also helped to feed the fish and
learned lots about looking after small animals.
They finished the term with making Christmas
cards and wreaths and had a joint Trolls themed
Christmas party with the Rainbows wearing
amazingly bright and colourful outfits. The
Brownies are busy planning their spring activities
and looking forward to trying out some of the
new activities that are going to be introduced as
part of the new Girlguiding programme in 2018.
The Guides enjoyed watching Beauty and
the Beast; are planning on seeing Jack and the
Beanstalk performed by Eastergate Players and
are making sure they get their own chance to
sing and dance at their 80’s themed night which
is being planned for this half term. The girls
Continued Overleaf ➣
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activity day full of craft activities, games and
music from around the world.
Please do get in contact with us if you would
like to volunteer with a unit or your daughter
wishes to join us. If you would like to see
what our Guides and Rangers get up to please
check out the latest news on our website at
www.1stYaptonGuides.org.uk
Anna Drynan –
1st Yapton Guide and Ranger Leader
Tara Rickman – 1st Yapton Brownie Leader
Yapton & District
Cottage Gardeners’
Society
Report by Anne Hollis

games and the opportunity to make gifts to take
home.The girls said the best part of the weekend
was ‘staying up late and spending time with their
friends.’ Ice skating at the Royal Pavilion was also
a fantastic day out for the Guides and the Rangers
(who took the opportunity to do some serious
shopping as well of course) and the girls are
now busy planning their new term of activities
for the spring.
The Rangers (our members aged 14-18) will
be having their 7th birthday party in early 2018
and will be planning lots of exciting activities.
They will be off to do their Senior Section camp
permit at Blacklands Farm, a Girlguiding activity
centre in East Grinstead, at the end of the first
term so there is some activity booking and
equipment sorting to be done. Five of the girls
are camping out for a weekend (without their
leaders) and will be tested on their organisation
skills and ability to camp safely as well as have a
good time!! Bungee trampolining is definitely in
their plan.
The Rainbows, Brownies and Guides are all
looking forward to celebrating Thinking Day, the
birthday of Lord and Lady Baden Powell who
founded the organisation, with all their friends
in the Division at a special international themed
26

A Happy and Peaceful New Year
to all readers from everyone at
Yapton Cottage Gardeners’ society. The weather
when I am writing this is not conducive at all to
thinking about gardening, but it may be a good
time to think about coming to our first trial
afternoon meeting on Jan 16th. This is at 2pm
in the Club Room of the Village Hall and is open
to everyone – non-members £2 admission. The
speaker is Any Lewis, the Head Gardener of
Uppark – the National Trust property. He will be
giving an illustrated talk on the gardens at Uppark.
There will also be a raffle and refreshments.
The next event is our Primrose Sale on Feb
10th in the Club Room at 10am. The weather
must have improved hopefully, and it will be an
opportunity to have some spring flowering pots
on the patio. Colour will be very welcome by
then. Feb 20th sees the second of our meetings
when the speaker will be Andrew Elms from
Lordington Lavender. This is an evening meeting
in the Club Room at 7.30pm. Again there will be
refreshments and a raffle.
There are two events in March – our Barn Dance
on March 9th at 8pm and the first show of the
year on March 24th. The latter will be open to
the public at 2pm and the hall should be filled
with spring flowers, shrubs and bulbs. I should
also mention vegetables, floral art, photography,
and children’s classes. Schedules will be available
at the Primrose Sale if you fancy having a go
at any of the classes. We welcome exhibits
from existing people who stage and also from
newcomers who have never staged before.

Details of all the events will be on posters around
the village nearer the time, and also can be found
on our website www.yaptongardeners.co.uk. For
membership enquires please contact Jan Wood
jan.wood@doglover.com or 01243 554501
Friends of Avisford
Medical Surgery –
Working for your
Surgery
Report by Gill Henry, Treasurer
By the time you are reading this edition we
will be into 2018 and I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you a Happy and Healthy
2018 from the Friends of Avisford Medical Group.
Since I last wrote to you we have held our
Christmas Coffee and Information Morning
(Saturday 2nd December) where we held our
Christmas Draw. It was a good morning with
information stalls from Arun Lifeline, Carers
Support and Western Sussex Hospital NHS
Foundation Trust. There was free tea, coffee and
cakes with a chance to talk to members of the
Friends committee. The winner of the first prize
(£150) in the Christmas Draw was a patient
living in Barnham and there was a good spread of
prize winners across Yapton, Barnham, Felpham/
Bognor and Middleton on Sea.
We would like to thank all those who purchased
tickets, your generosity meant we have raised
over £800 which will allow us to buy equipment
for the surgery and hold more of our health talks
in 2018. We have a planned talk in the Spring on
the important subject of Sepsis. The talk is free
and is open to anyone in the local community
not just Avisford Medical Group patients. Look
out for more details in coming weeks.
We would also like to thank all the local
businesses that gave us prizes and made the draw
such a success. If you would like to see the list
of prize winners and the generous donors of the
wide selection of prizes these are displayed in

the surgery on the Friends noticeboard and our
newly launched website.
As you can see above we have a new website:
www.avisfordfriends.co.uk this was launched at
the coffee morning. On the website, you will be
able to see how our fundraising is going, what
new equipment we have purchased and the date
and location of the next health talk. The website
was solely funded through the sale of good quality
second hand books which are on display in both
surgeries. Please take a look and tell us what you
think. If you have any suggestions please let us
know via our email address – avisford.friends@
gmail.com
Yapton and
Ford Cub Pack
Report by Katrina McAnaspie
The end of 2017 was a busy
fun packed time for the Cubs
of Yapton & Ford. We had a
Christmas Craft sleepover combined
with the Christingle Service at St Mary’s Church.
Cubs made festive tea-light holders, wooden tree
decorations, Christmas themed shortbread and
a beautiful set of four tile coasters decorated
with sharpie pens and rubbing alcohol. After the
Christingle service there was a sleepover in our
lovely bunk house and time for some more craft
activities in the morning after breakfast before
heading off home.

Continued Overleaf ➣
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Yapton Evergreens
Over 50’s
Report by Audrey Jackman
December was a busy month
for the Evergreen club. The
Golden Girls entertained us with songs and
amusing stories early in the month. The annual
Christmas Dinner took place et The Ship and
Anchor at Ford, where we enjoyed a delicious
Christmas meal in a festive atmosphere. Special
thanks to Joy, Paul and their team for opening
especially for us on a day they usually stay closed
and for looking after us so well.   December
ended with the club Christmas Party and special
Raffle where everyone received a gift.
Ronin Judo Club –
Chichester

The club reopens on Monday January the 8th with
the popular singer Jon Scott. The programme for
early 2018 is now complete with events ranging
from a beetle drive, talks, meals out and the ever
popular Race Game and a Skittles evening at The
Maypole.
We meet on the first and third Monday of the
every month (provided that a Monday does not
fall on a Bank Holiday) at 2pm in the Club Room
of the Village Hall. New members are always
welcome so why not come and join us?
Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Audrey 01243 551501

As part of our keeping healthy programme we
visited the Ronin Judo club in Chichester, where
the children were shown how to fall safely, how
to get out of a tight grip and experience just
how much fun learning a martial art can be. We
also visited Tesco and were treated to a “Behind
the scenes” tour, discovered where some of the
fruit and vegetables come from and were able to
make our own healthy eating muesli.The children
went into the enormous fridge and ventured into
the walk-in freezer where they saw some of the
stock waiting to go onto the shelves for the
Christmas shoppers.
The autumn term and 2017 was brought to a
close with a visit to Out of Bounds at Rustington,
where the Cubs enjoyed Laser quest in amongst
the slides, obstacles and ball pits.
As we start 2018 we are welcoming four new
Cubs coming up from Beavers who will be joining
our programme of games, badges, cooking,
pioneering and crafts.
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The Walberton
Decorative & Fine Arts
Society
by Elisabeth Sturt
Mince pies and Yoma’s glitter-sprinkled cakes
certainly created a jolly festive air at the last
meeting before Christmas, which the speaker
Alan Read succeeded in maintaining for the whole
afternoon with The Inventors of Christmas. This
was a feast of little-known facts and stories
behind many of the customs which we observe
at this time of year. For example, how the
Christmas Tree arose from a ritual originating
in pagan times whereby a branch of evergreen
– typically yew – was brought into houses and
symbolised life in the bleak midwinter; and it was
not Prince Albert who introduced the Christmas
Tree to us but Queen Charlotte, the Hanoverian
wife of George III.
This issue of Yapton News should reach you
ahead of the January Walberton Arts Society

offering on Tuesday 23rd. Ian Swankie is our
expert for this meeting and he is presenting a
talk on Grayson Perry whom he describes as
‘Britain’s favourite transvestite’. Entitled Pots and
Frocks, there will be an examination of the artist’s
works, descriptions of his major exhibitions, and
some insights into the man himself.
The Committee members who put together
our lecture programmes always succeed in
constructing a very varied selection of subjects
and to me it often seems to be a case of ‘expect
the unexpected’. So I am able to inform you that
at the February meeting on Tuesday 27th is all
about Lidos – their history and their artistic
styles. Those of you who have driven east past
Brighton on the A259 will, like me, probably think
of the striking Art Deco lines of the Saltdean Lido.
I am not sure what the difference is between a
lido and a swimming-pool but I expect Simon
Inglis, an eminent historian of both sport and
architecture, to enlighten us.
The Walberton Arts Society welcomes new
members and occasional visitors to its meetings
which take place on the fourth Tuesday of the
month at Yapton and Ford Village Hall: doors
open at 1.30pm when tea and coffee are available
before the lecture starts at 2.15. Entry for nonmembers is £6. Details are available on the
website www.walbertonfas.org.uk or from me
on 01243 551292.
Yapton
Women’s Institute
Report by Alison Coote
Members had the opportunity
to “Glam up for Christmas” at our November
meeting. There were workshops on napkin
folding, present wrapping, and flower arranging,
as well as tasters of Christmas food and drink.
We had two beauty therapists and a reflexologist,
who were kept busy all morning giving relaxing
treatments to the ladies. There was also the
opportunity to buy Christmas presents, and
relax with a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie.
In December we were entertained by Sheila
Colby, who brought along her South American
harp. She told us all about the harp, and the
South American people who play them, and
entertained us with lovely relaxing music. After
our meeting, we went for our Christmas lunch
at the Bognor Golf Club, which was splendid,
as usual.

Our next meeting takes place on Tuesday 20th
February, when Ben Cross will be talking to us
about British Alstroemeria and the UK cut flower
industry. Our meetings start at 10.00am, and are
held in Yapton Village Hall. There is always time
to chat over a cuppa and a biscuit; we have a
raffle, and a bring-and-buy sales table. We also
have two walking groups (the Hikers and the
Strollers) and an entertainment group. So if you
are looking to meet new people, then we would
love to see you. There is no age limit, and you
don’t have to be retired to join the WI.
For further information, please contact our
president, Mrs. Alison Coote – 01243 773276 or
president@yaptonvillagewi.co.uk
Yapton Community
Coffee Morning Group
by Elsie Nichols
Looking back over the year, the
Coffee group has had a very
successful year. We were happy
to donate to several charities
this year and to other local events. Over the year
we welcomed new guests, some of whom remain
with us, and we would be happy to welcome
more people to join us.
Our periodical raffles have been a success, and
our members have been very supportive, some
have generously given some of the prizes, and a
big thank you to them. On the 20th December
we had our Christmas Party and Raffle, this
brought our 2017 meetings to a close, we recommence on Wednesday 10th January 2018.
Our good wishes go to the Editor of the “Yapton
News” who works very hard to get the magazine
out to all residents every other month – this
helps to keep them aware of what Yapton has to
offer for all age groups.
On behalf of the Coffee Group, we wish
everyone good health and happiness in the New
Year. Yapton is an ever growing community and
we hope some of the new villagers will join us
in the future. We extend a big welcome to our
Wednesday Coffee Morning Club. Coffee/Tea/
Biscuits from 10.30am to 12 noon each week,
and we would love to see you, come and join us,
you are assured of a big welcome. All this takes
place in the Main Hall of the Village Hall, the hub
of the village, and there are no entrance fees
to pay!
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Tailored stationery solutions
to make it easy to promote
your services, publicise
your business and
communicate with
your customers
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WE ARE HERE

Phoenix Parade
Artex Avenue
Rustington
West Sussex BN16 3LN
t: 01903 858918
f: 01903 856251
e: sales@wizziprint.co.uk
w: wizziprint.co.uk

Notes of the Council Meeting on 15th January 2018
Parish Council Budget and Council Tax for 2018/19 – The Council considered a report
from the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer regarding the Council’s draft budget for the financial
year 2018/19 and the prospects for the Council Tax. The Council agreed to continue provision for
spending on services and the activities it provides at the current levels with two exceptions which
produced a forecast total expenditure for 2018/19 of £68,460. The Council agreed to increase its
Maintenance Budget for the Playing Field by £3,000, and to include a provision of £10,000 to update
the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan. The total forecast income and grants is expected to be £14,230.
This has increased by £10,000 as we hope to get grant funding to cover the cost of updating the
Neighbourhood Plan.
This has resulted in Net Expenditure of £54,230, an increase of £3,450 over 2017/18, to be funded
from a combination of the Council Tax and from Council Reserves and Working Balances. Once the
Council agreed the Budget, it then considered the level of the Precept which determines the amount
of Council Tax payable on each property in Yapton. The Council agreed to increase the Council Tax
payable from the 1st April 2018 by 5%. This will result in a Band D equivalent Council Tax for Yapton
of £38.49, an annual increase of £1.83 or around 3p per week per Band D property.
Planning Appeal – for 100 dwellings on land to the south of Ford Lane and east of
North End Road, Yapton – The appeal relating to the above planning application, was heard by
a planning inspector for 3 days in December 2017.
STOP PRESS: We have just heard that the appeal has been dismissed and therefore another
100 homes for Yapton!!!
Planning Applications considered by the Planning Committee:
Y/91/17/OUT Outline application for the development of up to
250 residential dwellings (Class C3), vehicular access,
public open space, ancillary works and associated
infrastructure. Departure from the Development Plan.

Land at: Bilsham Road, Yapton
Applicant: Gleeson
Strategic Land
Case Officer: Mr D. Easton

Y/92/17/OUT Outline application with all matters reserved save
access, for up to 300 dwellings, link road, surface
drainage, open space and landscaping. Departure from
the Development Plan and Access route is within the
Yapton (Main Road) Conservation Area.

Land at: east of Drove Lane,
Yapton
Applicant: Landlink
Estates Limited
Case Officer: Mr D. Easton

The Planning Committee considered these two applications and decided not to object but support
the applications conditional on the applicants including, amongst other important infrastructure
improvements, provision for expanding the primary school, improved medical facilities in the village,
drainage improvements, sustainable transport / cycle routes, new and upgraded facilities for young
people and appropriate mix of affordable / social housing.
The Closing date by which comments should be submitted to Arun District Council for the
above two planning applications is 1st February 2018.
Cinders Lane Allotments – There are currently five vacant plots at the allotments which cost
£32 for a plot from April 2018. Please contact the Clerk or Mr Michael Caiger on 01243 552435 for
details of current vacancies.
Next meeting:
12th March 2018 – Meeting of the Planning Committee and the Parish Council – commencing
at 7pm in the Club Room of the Yapton & Ford Village Hall, Main Road, Yapton.

The meetings are open to the public and you are very welcome to attend.

YAPTON NEWS
Editor:

Andrew Gardiner, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW
Tel: 01243 859141 email: clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk web: www.yaptonpc.gov.uk

Contributions, preferably by email, to the Editor at the above address.The Editor reserves the right to edit all articles or letters
received for publication.The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council except
where specifically indicated.
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Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
Planning
a party, wedding or other event?

ROD SPRINGER
Painter & Decorator
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
DECORATIONS
reliable with over 35 years
experience

&D
D AYLING
RR&
AYLING
Why not consider

Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton�
Yapton & Ford Village Hall
Unit 13, Bilsham Industrial Estate, Yapton
Tel:�01243�553555�
�
Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!

�

Tel: 01243 553555
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�

Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!��
�
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made
General
Wrought
Iron
Work
&
Welding
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�
NO JOB TOO SMALL • to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
All gates, railings, security grilles etc made
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made�
FREE ESTIMATES •
to customer’s specific requirements
� 325844
to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
Tel: 07940
NO VAT •

Your Local Village Blacksmith!

WE HAVE A DRIVER NEAR YOU!

We will be happy to discuss
your requirements
�
www.yaptonhall.org

LOCAL CONTRACTOR •

01243 553028
MOWERCARE
Tel:

Email Address:
rodneyspringer@mail.com

Unit 14a Bilsham Industrial Estate
��
Yapton

Tel:Weddings
558822 or 828025
at the

SALES • SERVICE • SPARES
Manor
House
& REPAIRS
For servicing and repairs of all
makes of lawnmowers and
garden machinery
Collection &
Delivery Service
available

Tel:01903 732063
weddings@littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
www.littlehampton-tc.gov.uk
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Yapton
News

“We go out of our way to help you on yours”

Airports – Seaports – Theatres
Long distance trips

Saloons, Estate
Cars + 7 seater
Competitive
Advertising
Rates
Mercedes Traveliner
Delivered to around
Gatwick fromin
££38.00
38.00
1900 Households
Yapton

Heathrow from £60.00
£58.00

Call 01243 859141
01243 554123

01903 719119

DMCHAINSAWS

H Husqvarna

STIHL

Chainsaws, Strimmers
 Mowers, Garden Tractors
 Blowers, Compactor Plates
Rotovators, Protective Clothing



We also supply Robin, Hayter, Makita, Oregon,
Equipment Spares and Protective Wear

01243 554065

Walberton Park Farm, Yapton Lane
Walberton, Arundel BN18 0AS
www.dmchainsaws.com
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