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August 2003 saw
the first edition of
the ‘Yapton Village
News & Views’. A
simple folded A4
sheet listing the
members of the
Council, and what
the Council did. It
was launched under
the Chairmanship
of Michael Fellows
MBE DSC BEM*
by
our
Clerk
David Tansley. All
did not go to plan with the first edition as the
Council were let down with the delivery to each
household. After that it was decided that it could
be collected at local shops and businesses.

‘Dead and Buried’ was a headline from September
2007, referring to the Councils objection to the
application to build a crematorium just north of
Comet Corner. A similar response to the latest
application was sent to the District Council.
The big story from the 50th issue in September
2011 was the Parish Council and residents fight
in objecting to 173 houses being built north of
Goodhew Close. Those houses are now the
Emerald Gardens estate. Similar objections have
been submitted on other planning applications
to build large estates around the village. It’s no
wonder I have a constant feeling of de ja vue.

The sixth edition in May 2004 saw it expanded
to 8 pages. An interesting article says that the
Parish website was receiving 300 ‘hits’ per week.
Full colour on glossy paper heralded the 7th
issue, funded in part by the advertisements of
local businesses. It is a sad reflection that of the 9
advertisers only 4 still operate within the village.
Highlighted in this edition was the news that the
Parish Council had been granted ‘Quality Parish’
status. The first within the Arun District and one
of only a few in the country. This acknowledged
the professionalism and hard work of David
Tansley. Sadly the ‘Quality Parish’ awards no
longer exist.

Our regular readers will know that over the years
the Yapton News has kept us informed with
Parish Council matters, and with our regular
contributors reporting the current social life
of the village. It would take far too long to recounter all major events over the past 16 years.
So I would just like to express my appreciation to
David and Andrew for their editorials, thank both
the contributors and advertisers for making the
Yapton News the success that it is, and my very
grateful thanks to the willing and growing band
of volunteers who distribute the magazine every
other month.

A quick glance through my library of previous
issues reveals that in January 2007 the Secretary
of State praised Yapton PC for ‘meeting exacting
standards’. In May 2007 Michael Fellows stood
down from the Council after 16 years and I was
elected Chairman.

Stephen Haymes

Cover: 100 Made from Back Editions of Yapton News

In September 2014 David Tansley retired after
34 years as Clerk the Council and 68 issues as
editor of Yapton News. Our new Clerk and editor
Andrew Gardiner took 2 pages in the following
edition to introduce himself and explain his role.

Email: Stephen.Haymes@yaptonpc.gov.uk
Published by Yapton Parish Council
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The History of Yapton Parish Council
- BY ALLEN MISSELBROOK -

The History of Yapton Parish Council
It seems that a myriad of organisations and clubs
are celebrating their centenaries at present,
including household names such as Tesco’s,
Bentley and Citroën car manufacturers, Hilton
and Motueka Golf Club (who???, a golf club in
New Zealand). So why should Yapton miss out.
So, for this 100th edition of Yapton News I thought
that it would be an opportune moment to write
about the Parish Council which sat for the very first
time on 31st December, 1894 and celebrated its
125th anniversary in December 2019.

by the reigning Tudor Governments. To manage
their new found responsibilities the Parishes were
allowed to appoint civil officials which included
village constables, and overseers of the poor. With
the introduction of the poor law during Elizabeth
1’s reign, it was the Parish that administered it and
not the Manor. This responsibility for implementing
the Poor Law was eventually taken away from
the Parish with the introduction of the Poor Law
Amendment Act of 1834 and given to the Poor
Law Unions (the fore-runner of District Councils) in
Yapton’s case Westhampnett.

Before the Norman Conquest, communications
across England were very difficult and control from
central government was weak at the best of times.
Around the year 1000 most of the countryside had
been divided up into areas called parishes which
usually coincided with the boundaries of existing
Manors and the majority of these had a church
at its heart. By the beginning of the 13th century
the whole of the country had been partitioned
into these administrative areas and controlled by
the Lord of the Manor. In the years that followed,
the Parish Priests and School Teachers took a more
active role in Parish matters. They were probably
singled out for the task because of their education.
Very few, if any of the parishioners would have
been educated.
In the centuries that followed the Church
took greater control of Parish business.
Church Vestry Meetings were introduced to which
every parishioner could attend. Churchwardens
were appointed to raise funds from the Parish in the
form of Tithes to maintain the church and for the
upkeep of the clergy. They were also responsible for
levying the Poor Rate which was used to support the
poor of the village. Following the turbulent times
of the Reformation which took place during the
16th century, the Manor’s influence declined and
more and more powers were given to the parishes
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- Front Page of the Parish Council Minute Book -

In 1894, the Prime Minister of the time,
Gladstone, introduced the Local Government
Act which brought into existence Parish Councils.

These councils were responsible for civil matters
while church affairs were the responsibility of the
Parochial Church Council. One of these new
administration councils was Yapton. It is interesting
to note that Ford was deemed too small to have its
own council until many years later. This is perhaps
why Yapton and Ford enjoy such close ties with
each other.

They were:

There was a strict procedure laid down for
convening meetings and electing Parish
Councillors. The first meeting had to be convened
by the Overseers and held on Tuesday 4th
December 1894. A Chairman had to be elected for
the meeting but was not allowed to be a candidate
for election to the council. Nomination forms had
to be filled in and passed to the Chairman. If there
were more candidates than seats available on the
council a show of hands for each nominee would
take place, counted and the winning candidates
elected. Any parochial elector could demand a
poll. In the case of Yapton a poll was demanded.
According to the procedures laid down, following
a poll the council must convene its first meeting
on 31st December 1894. Annual meetings of
the council must take place within seven days of
April 15th every year with another three meetings
being held within the same year. The first council
would continue in office until April 15th 1896.
These meetings must take place in ‘the vestry room
of the parish church or in the church itself where
there is no vestry room’. If there was no suitable
room available then ‘the council may meet free of
charge - in any suitable room in the schoolhouse
of any public elementary school receiving a
parliamentary grant’. Where it couldn’t sit was
in a private house or ‘premises licensed for the
sale of intoxicating liquor, except in cases where
no other suitable room is available’. I have read
through the minute book for the first twelve years
of the Parish Council’s existence. I was surprised
to find no mention of The Great War except for
a request to collect donations for the ‘Prince of
Wales National Relief Fund and County Distress
Committee.’ A committee was formed which
included the Parish Council and the wives of some
councillors to organise the appeal in Yapton.
A staggering amount of £60-12s-5d was collected.

G. Crouch.

W.A. Hounsom.
J. Harrison.
A.B. Collins.
Rev. J.W.G. Loder-Cother.
F.T. Sprinks.
W.F. McCoombs.
J.C. Loveys.
J. Forder.
The first meeting of Yapton Parish Council took
place on Monday, 31st December, 1894 in the
National Schools, Yapton. Following a poll two
councillors, W.A. Hounsom and W.F. McCoombs
selected by a show of hands had been replaced
by G. Sparks and H. Suter. During the meeting
the ‘Form of Declaration of Acceptance of Office’
was signed by the councillors. The Rev. LoderCother was voted in as Chairman, Mr. E. Mitchell,
the Assistant Overseer, was voted in as Clerk and
Mr. G. Woodbridge of the Chichester Bank was
elected as the Treasurer.
One of the first items of business to be carried
out by the newly formed council was to adopt the
Standing Orders recommended by the County
Council as guidelines for conducting all future
Parish Council meetings. The next item on the
agenda was to set a date for the first Annual
Assembly of the Parochial Electors. This was
duly set for April 1st 1895. Other early items of
business for the Council to discuss was Little Lane
(the Twitten between Church Road and North
End Road), Yapton Crossing at North End and
Trustees for Roe’s Charity. This Assembly took
place on the pre-set date in the National Schools
building where the Standing Orders adopted by
the Council were approved. The only other item
was the presentment of the Financial Statement for
Roe’s Charity. As per the set procedures laid down,
the first Annual Meeting of the council took place
in the National Schools at 7.00 pm on Monday
22nd April 1895.
Continued Overleaf

>
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The agenda items included the election of
Overseers, Little Lane, Finance and dates for the
quarterly meetings.
A meeting of the Parochial Electors of the Parish of
Yapton was held on Tuesday 4th December 1894,
in the National Schools, Yapton at 7.00pm. There
were 33 nominations for Parish Councillors and
following a show of hands, nine were selected.
Compared with today’s Parish Council meetings,
the agenda for early meetings of the newly formed
council was not extensive. Obviously, finance
came up at every meeting and the voting in of
committees and officers occurred annually. Apart
from the position of Chairman and the Overseers
of the Poor, there were committees for Footpaths
and Towpaths, Parish Drains, and Little Lane. From
time to time additional committees were voted in to
cover special events. Items that cropped up again
and again were the state of Little Lane, footpaths
and roads, the condition of the village drains and
sewers, the railway crossings, the village flagpole,
the Post Office and the constant occurrence of
flooding in the village.

Little Lane
There was a constant need to repair the surface
in Little Lane. The Clerk was continually requested
to write to the Rural District Council to carry out
these repairs and to improve the safety barriers
and stiles along its length.

Footpath and Towpaths.
The condition of the footpaths and towpath was
the responsibility of the Footpath & Towpath
committee. Their function was to monitor these
village rights-of-way and report back to the
Council if they recorded anything untoward.
There were instances where paths had been
ploughed up by landowners and obstructions
being deposited restricting access. In the case of
the towpath by Tack Lea Bridge, the damage to
the path, boundary fences and bridge were so
bad that the Council notified the Police about the
matter. The Police were also asked to investigate
other damage which had occurred in the village.

Flagpole.
Today, villagers may not be aware that there was
for many years a flagpole positioned in the front
garden of the Schoolmaster’s house in North End
Road. This was in constant need of maintenance
and painting. The rope was always being replaced.
It was the duty of the Council to finance this.
The flag pole was replaced in 1910 at a cost of
£6–18s–0d. To mark national events, a diary was
kept by the Council when the flag was to be raised.

London, Brighton & South Coast Railway.
Ever since the opening of Barnham Railway
Station and the subsequent closing of Yapton
Station, villagers had been asking for the station
to be re-opened without success and the Parish
Council fared no better.
The reason given was that
it wasn’t financially viable.
In 1898 a request was
also made by the Parish
Council that a wheel to
facilitate the opening of the
gates should be positioned
inside the signal-box. At the
time, the signalman had to
leave the box and manually
open them.
The request fell on deaf
ears, at least for some
time. Another request was

- Railway Gates and Signal Box c.1950 -
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for there to be a night signalman to operate the
gates at night. The response was also negative.
It was deemed that the current signalman was on
duty for 12 hours and there was no need to open
the gates at night.

Post and Telegraph Office.

- Old Post Office & Telegraph Office c. 1900 -

Although there was a post Office in Yapton,
there was no Telegraph Office. The newly formed
Parish Council tried to remedy this in 1896.
In order for the General Post Office to grant this
request they required the Council to undertake a
guarantee of £26 for seven years.
This required the Council to pay the short fall
should the takings not reach the required level in
any one year. Any annual surplus in takings would
be used to off-set any losses the following year.
In the event, the Council was only required once
to honour the guarantee and that was for the year
1901 when they had to pay £1–3s–8d. It wasn’t
until the 1899 Telegraph Act that local authorities
outside of London were allowed to establish their
own local telephone systems. In 1913 the Arundel
Postmaster advised that the sub post-office in
Yapton would be closed on Thursday afternoons.
Compare that with the Post Office in
the Co-op today!

Roads.
The very first car to appear on British roads was
in 1895 so the only traffic that the village roads
had to put up with were horse-drawn or steam
traction engines. With this in mind, consider the
complaint made by the Council to the L.B.&S.C.R.
in July 1901 concerning the number of vehicles
waiting at the crossing.
Consider also the sight
(and smell) on the Yapton to
Barnham Road which caused
the Council to complain to
the Road Surveyor of the
District, drawing his attention
to ‘the nuisance arising
from the making of a dungmix on the north side of the
main road’
Another
grievance
still
relevant in essence today
is the request made to the
Superintendent of Police in 1912, asking for
a copy of the Speed, Emissions of Smoke and
number of Trucks to be drawn on the Highways
by Steam Traction Engines. Following the reply,
the Police were asked to take what steps were
necessary to control the situation. One amusing
incident was recorded in the minutes of meeting
held in January 1902 ‘direction posts replaced but
distances omitted’

Drains, Sewers and Flooding.
It appears that drainage and flooding were as
much a problem 125 years ago as they are today.
Apart from flushing through drains and clearing
watercourses instigated by the Council, regular
requests were being sent to the Rural District
Council to flush through the sewers which were
continually being blocked causing overflows into
ditches. Ponds also needed attention after heavy
rain. Especially those at Bilsham Lane End (now
called Sparks Corner), Green Pond (by the S
bend leading out of Yapton towards Barnham),
and Pond by the Black Dog). Another pond is
mentioned, that of the Workhouse Pond’ which I
think is possibly the same as the Black Dog pond.
The council took over the responsibility for the
Continued Overleaf
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Workhouse pond and a minute recorded some
time later mentioned the advisability of filling in the
Black Dog pond. All these three sites are liable to
suffer similar problems today. Another area which
always suffered from floods was Church Road.

26th July 1907
The County Council wanted to know what small
holdings were held in parish. The answer was a
portion of glebe land was given over to allotments
which was sufficient for local needs.

10th January 1908
Proposed new bill from Bognor
Gas Company asking for powers
by Act of Parliament to extend their
services to Yapton.

21st July 1911

- The Black Dog c.1950 - Site of the Black Dog Pond -

Clerk instructed to contact Bognor
Gas Company asking for info
on cost of public lighting and
maintenance of same. A meeting
was called to discuss the essence
and the advisability of adopting
the Lighting and Watching Act.
Proposal to obtain costs for street
lamps and compare them with the
Gas Company.

19th January 1912
Complaint about the condition of
roads and footpaths due to gas
mains being laid.

16th January 1914

- Mains being Laid in Church Road c.1911 -

Other minutes of interest.
11th June 1900
Parish Council to establish classes for Technical
Instruction in the following categories: Carpentry,
Gardening, Dr. William’s Hygiene, Cookery,
Women’s Ambulance and Needlework.
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The Clerk was requested to send
a letter to the manager of Bognor
Water Company requesting the
costs of including Fire Hydrants in
the water main being laid and would
there be any maintenance charges.
The Clerk was also requested to
send a letter to the District Council
suggesting desirability of sewers being flushed
from the company’s water main. Also requested
was for supervision of the filling in of trenches to
ensure that they were of a better standard than the
gas main trenches.
The minute books give a fascinating insight to the
development of Yapton. Although the minutes lack
substance, they give a historic timeline to events
and to the people who oversaw them.
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Tempus Fugit
- BY DAVID TANSLEY -

As the classical scholars amongst you will
appreciate the Latin phrase ‘tempus fugit’
translates into English as ‘time flies’. Although
sometimes used as a warning against sloth or
procrastination, more often than not it is merely
used as a descriptive phrase such as ‘times flies
when you’re having fun’.

with the receipt of advertising income, changed
to its present colour format with professional
graphics and an eclectic mix of articles all of
which related to Yapton. It has been described as
an exemplar of good practice for others to follow,
the publication of which the Council should be
rightly proud.

Having retired now from the role of Clerk of
Yapton Parish Council for some 5 years and as the
first editor of ‘Yapton News’ I can certainly vouch
that Val, my wife, and I have been ‘having fun’
and in particular enjoying the freedom to travel
that retirement brings.

Now, earlier I paid tribute to the contributors on
which the magazine relies, for they are its life
blood. From time to time I see Andrew writes in
his editorials appealing for more contributions. I
too faced similar problems, often cajoling people,
perhaps a friend or colleague I knew with a flair for
journalism, to write something for ‘Yapton News’.

It seemed apposite given the time frame for me
to take up the invitation of Andrew Gardiner,
your Clerk, and write a piece to mark the 100th
issue of the magazine. In so doing I would wish
to warmly congratulate Andrew and indeed the
whole of the Council on continuing to nurture and
develop what Stephen Haymes, your Chairman,
once described as ‘my baby’. It is a remarkable
achievement. Well done, to everyone, not least
to the regular contributors and those volunteers
who regardless of the weather help distribute the
magazine to every household in the village.
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Yapton News
SE

The newsletter rapidly evolved into a magazine,
it became known simply as ‘Yapton News’ and

To Advertise in
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pt
Ya

Those who are new to the village may be
interested to hear a little of the magazine’s
history: It actually began life in August 2003 as
a newsletter called ‘Yapton Village News & Views’.
It was an extremely modest publication, just single
A4 sheet printed back to back and folded into A5
format. The decision to produce it was prompted
by the Council’s wish to seek the then nationally
recognised and prestigious status of ‘quality
council’, one of the requirements of which was to
publish a regular newsletter for residents.

One such memorable piece was written for me
in March 2010 by Edward Enfield (or ‘Ted’ as I
knew him as a colleague when working at County
Hall) and which, with the editor’s permission, I
reproduce below. Sadly, Ted died following a
stroke earlier in the year and it is as a tribute to
him, himself a classical scholar, to his wit and
satirical humour, that I republish it now.

A Message from Billingshurst
- BY EDWARD ENFIELD-

I may say at once that I have no authority to
Station Road, but no station. Taken all in all, it
convey such greetings, as if I were Chairman
seems Petworth is giving itself airs. Anyway, the last
of the Parish Council, which I am not, nor likely census was in 2001, since when they have been
to be, as I am not on the Council anyway. No, building like fury in Billingshurst, adding goodness
knows how many souls every year. To appear to
but your clerk and editor has asked me to write
something for your magazine and it seems accept the humble status of a village when we are
probably twice the size of Petworth is but a device,
appropriate to start with a friendly message, such
a trick, or some sort of ambush.
as the above.
You will understand therefore
that these greetings come from me personally,
though of course I do not suggest that my fellow There are plans to build yet more houses in
Billingshurst, and I am confident that one day we
Billingshurst parishioners have anything other than
the kindest feelings towards the people of Yapton. will astonish the world by declaring ourselves to be
Your editor and I were colleagues at County a Metropolis, thereby giving Petworth one in the
Hall for many years, and as local government eye and putting the wind up Horsham.
officers are, by nature, devious people, naturally
I suspected him of some devious purpose. Then, as you reach the 30 mph limit, you will
I thought, he is working round to some sort of probably see a sign reading:
twinning arrangement, and envisages a sign at
“Welcome to Billingshurst The rural Metropolis
the entrance to your village saying:
Twinned with Las Vegas”

“Welcome to Yapton Twinned
with Billingshurst”
If so, he is doomed to disappointment. We are,
I tell you plainly, much too grand a place to be
twinned with Yapton. I know this sounds unkind, but
I must be frank. We in Billingshurst call ourselves a
village but this is just an exercise in mock-modesty,
and part of a cunning plan. Going west from here,
the first place you come to is Petworth (unless you
count Wisborough Green, which for my present
purposes I don’t). Petworth does not call itself a
village but a Market Town, and no doubt looks
down on us in consequence.
Well, at the last census the population of Petworth
came to 4258 souls, whereas in Billingshurst the
number of souls was 6531, which is a lot more
souls however you look at it. I may add that we
in Billingshurst have a Station Road with a railway
station at the end, whereas Petworth has a mere

So, you see, there is no chance of our twinning
with Yapton, but you could always try Wisborough
Green if you felt like it.

Best wishes

Edward Enfield
Edward Enfield, writer and traveller, father of
comedian Harry Enfield, died after a stroke on
February 21 2019 aged 89
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Friends of the Old Ford to Hunston Canal
- BY RICHARD BOULTER-

As many residents of Ford and Yapton know, the
remnant of the Portsmouth and Arundel Canal
runs through the Parish starting from the River
Arun, between the Ship & Anchor pub and St
Andrew’s Church. The Canal route continues east
to west, with the first section joining the Chichester
Ship Canal at Hunston. The original Canal was
opened in 1823, and ceased to operate in 1853.

- The Friends of the Old Ford to Hunston Canal
discussing the remains of Ford Lock No. 2 -

While much of the Canal route has long been
filled in, built over, or is now under further threat
from new development, a “Friends of the Old
Ford to Hunston Canal” group is now following
in the steps of earlier enthusiasts from the Sussex
Industrial Archaeology Society who, in the 1990’s,
restored Canal bridges or similar artefacts from
the Canal’s heyday. The current group, which
has just issued its first Annual Report and a Vision
Statement, has the following objectives:
•
•

•
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To preserve the remains of the Canal,
To maintain access to public footpaths and
restored remains on or close to the Canal
and its towpath, and
To record information relating to this Canal
and associated waterways.

- Friends’ founder, Vince Anderson, explaining
the workings of a Canal Iron Swing Bridge at
Tile Barn Farm. -

Yapton News readers may be old or new walkers
on the old canal towpath route, especially between
Tack Lee Bridge and Barnham Court Farm and on
to Merston and Chichester. If so, you will have
seen the Friends’ signboards along the route, and
some of the bridge remnants at Drove Lane, Tile
Barn Farm, Leys Lane, and Barnham Court Farm.
Significant diversions from the old towpath around
Ford Airfield and St Giles Church at Merston
means the length of the walk on public rights of

way from Ford to Hunston is now 11 miles rather
than the original 9 miles. The Friends’ activities
in its first year were centred on light maintenance,
construction and repair of signboards, guided
walks, commenting on planning applications of
relevance to the line of the Canal, meeting with
staff from West Sussex, Chichester and Arun
District Councils, historical research, and quarterly
meetings at Edgcumbes on Ford Lane.

will be working with other like-minded groups
such as the Chichester Ship Canal Trust and the
Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group, and also
with the Parish Councils along the route as well
as the Councils mentioned above. Our aims can
also be simply put as helping to “re-purpose the
Canal route” as a safe off-road communication
route and Linear Park (greenway) between local
communities, including the new estates.

Our Vision for the Future
The Friends’ Vision is “to enhance and expand
a linear route for non-motorised leisure users
from Ford to Hunston, following the east-west
route of the old Portsmouth & Arundel Canal,
preserving the canal line, its heritage features,
whilst encouraging wildlife and a sustainable
environment for all over the period leading
up to the Canal’s bi-centenary in May 2023
and beyond”. To achieve this vision, the Friends

We are very keen for more volunteers who
share our aims to join our group to achieve our
objectives, and preserve this historic canal route
for the public to enjoy. If you would like to join
in with the Friends’ activities in the coming year,
please either contact our Facebook group page
(“Friends of the Old Ford to Hunston Canal”),
or e-mail fordhunstoncanal200@outlook.com.

- A walking group along the old Canal looking west towards Denges Barn along from Drove Lane. -
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Yapton Primary School
- BY KIM HUGGETT -

- Key Stage One Kingdom -

It has been a busy start to the school year at Yapton
C. of E. Primary School, with exciting learning
opportunities taking place both inside the school
grounds and outside in the wider community.
We welcomed 45 new children into our Early Years
and Key Stage One kingdom, they have settled
beautifully into our school community. Our year
began with the discovery of a Polar Bear in our
woodland area discussed how it may have got
there which led us to the story of Leaf by Sandra
Dieckmann a stunning book which had lots of
messages for the children to think about. We all
enjoyed thinking about ways we could help the
Polar Bear to get home to his family. This led our
learning to finding out about continents and where
different animals live in the world. The children
were very interested in the Arctic so we looked at a
non-chronological report about the Arctic. Using

the features of a non-chronological report the
children in key stage one created their own reports
following their own interests.
In Years 3 and 4, children explored Slindon
Woods with the help of National Trust Ranger,
Hannah. During each class’ visit, they spent time
building shelters in the style of Stone Age houses
and explored how to create art in the style of
Andy Goldsworthy, They left their artwork for
other visitors to the woods to admire. It was the
perfect start to their Stone Age, Bronze Age and
Iron Age topic.
Back in the classrooms, the children have been
busy writing their own Stone Age stories that were
published for others to read, as well as teaching
others how to wash a woolly mammoth! A very
messy job if you don’t get it right.
Continued Overleaf

>
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- Children from year 5 & 6 being creative -

Just after half term, halfway through the topic,
the children visited Butser Ancient Farm (see
pictures on page 16) and enjoyed four hands on
workshops with museum staff. The weather was
beautiful and the children came back tired but full
of excitement about what they had learned. The
following day, the museum called and asked each
class to create leaflets all about the fun learning
opportunities available at the site. The children
have been working very hard to publish their
work ready for the museum and we look forward
to hearing how they are sharing it with their new
customers. Children in Year 5 and 6 have also
been every busy so far this year. They children
have all enjoyed spending time with Stuart – our
Forest School provider. Whatever the weather,
through sun, wind and rain they have climbed
trees, been creative making flags using dye from
leaves and mini-beast sculptures from clay and
twigs, as well as making little fires to enjoy a
toasted marshmallow!

Michael Morpugo’s ‘The Butterfly Lion’ has been a
brilliant text to inspire some fantastic diary writing.
The Year 6 children have also had the privilege of
working with staff from Chichester Festival Theatre.
Through the Schools Fest Project, they have taken
part in different workshops exploring so many
different aspects of ‘theatre.’ A true highlight of
the term so far was going to see the dramatized
version of Morpurgo’s story at the Minerva Theatre
in Chichester. The Year 6 children are also looking
forward to going to see ‘The Wizard of Oz’ at the
Festival Theatre towards the end of term.
The Year 5 children have had the chance to
experience life at a secondary school. They
enjoyed developing their scientific skills as
they took part in a ‘Crime Scene Investigation’
enrichment
afternoon
at
Ormiston
Six
Villages Academy.
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Living & Growing Up in Yapton
- BY BARRY SMEETH (POSTMAN) -

I was born in 1956 and spent the first three years
of my life living in Foundry Road before my parents
moved to Tack Lee Road, where I lived until my
early twenties.
I attended Yapton Primary C of E School.
One memory still makes me shiver as I remember
learning how to swim in the cold outdoor pool
and having to wear really horrible rubber hats.
I also smile fondly when I remember school dinners
which I mostly enjoyed, the highlight being on your
birthday the cooks would make a blancmange
rabbit on a bed of green jelly brought to you by
the dinner ladies for you to share with your friends
on your table.
At the age of six I joined the Yapton Wolf Cubs
which at the time was located on Ford Airfield in
one of the old barrack blocks. This was short lived
as they wanted to build houses on the site; this is
now known as Johnson Way. As luck would have
it the scout group was given the chance to move
into an old chicken barn in Drove Lane which is

- Yapton Primary School Swimming Pool -

still being used. When Bernie Shaw, known to all
as Royal, was given the keys, I remember going
with him and my father to take a look, something I
will never forget as when ‘Royal’ opened the door,
the smell hit you like nothing I have ever known.
Inside it was knee high with chicken droppings,
but with the help of the scouts, cubs, parents and
prisoners from HMP Ford, it was not long before
we moved into our new scout hut, which was and
still is a big part of the community.
The scout movement was a great part of my
life up to the age of 18 and played a big part
in the village. We would hold jumble sales in
the old village hall (now the Coop) and in April
we would hold our Bob-a-Job week. During the
summer, the scout group would hold events on
the Village Green inviting the Scout Group from
Littlehampton for some inter-troop competitions.
We held big jumble and car boot sale in August
and attended a lot of parades for the Church and
Village Carnivals. All events were well attended
and had great support from the village. I grew up
without mobile phones and
game consoles so we made
our own entertainment.
We would walk over local
fields and build camps, tree
houses - during the nesting
season, we would check
all the nests and count
the eggs without touching
them. We kept records on
when they hatched and
fledged. In the winter, the
canal that ran between
the old bridge in Tack Lee
Road and Canal Road
would flood, so we would
build rafts and row down
the canal playing explorers
and pirates.
Continued Overleaf
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The other main entertainment in the village was
the Youth Club, which was a cool place to hang
out as it was always busy. In the winter there was
the Yapton and Bilsham Football Teams to watch
or play for and in the summer we played cricket
whilst the girls played Stool Ball.
On Saturday night it was bingo in the village hall,
my Dad and Bob Rowe would be the callers and
afterwards dad would take me to the Shoulder of
Mutton and Cucumber where my parents would
play darts whilst I would enjoy chicken and chips
in a basket with my friends and a glass of cola as
a treat. I always remember the pubs being busy,
we had four pubs – the Maypole the only one
left, The Black Dog, The Shoulder of Mutton and
Cucumber and the Lamb.
One year me and my mate Mick Myers dressing
up as women to take part in the Yapton Pram
race, racing around the village to each pub where
would down a half pint of beer before running
to the finishing line – we even managed to win
it one year.
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- Yapton Pram Race -

- Yapton Summer Fair Fund Raiser -

- Yapton New Year’s Eve Dance 1976 -

However the highlight of every year was the New
Year’s Eve dance held at the old village hall.
The place would be decorated, tabled stacked
with Watneys Party 7 and there would be a live
band and lots of food laid on by the ladies of
the village. It was a fantastic evening with most
of the local village people attending – those
lucky enough to get tickets, as it always sold out.
I fondly remember, not so long ago, there used to
be a country and western dance run by one of the
older village members in the new village hall, she
is now in her 90’s and I have always known her as
Aunt Bette. She used to look after me when I was
a baby, as my mother was the District Nurse and
out and about a lot. It was one of those dance
evenings after I returned to the village from living
in Barnham, that I met my wife, also a village girl
but from the other end of the village – North End.
We married and now live only a few doors away
from my childhood home; in fact our garden backs
onto it! I am very fond of our village and have
many happy memories but I fear for it as there
is so much new building and traffic, I know times

change and we must look ahead but we should
also have regard to the past? There are some good
things that we should hang onto and maybe even
reintroduce. There seem to be too few big events
that bring the sense of Community for local people
and few new initiatives for our younger members.
Our teenagers need to have that feeling of
belonging to a Community and wanting to
stay connected with the village, as I have
throughout my life.
However, I still love living and working in Yapton,
many of you know me as your postman – especially
if you live in North End Road/Church Lane and
Church Road where I have delivered letters for
many years. I hope this has provided an insight
into what it was like growing up in Yapton during
the 1960’s and 70’s and provides a glimpse of
the true community spirit of this village, something
that no matter how big it becomes we should all try
to hang on to. Maybe we should even get a New
Year’s Eve Party going again!
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Respect. Wills & Estate Planning.
Professional, qualified, regulated and fully insured Will Writer living in Yapton and
serving local clients. I am friendly, approachable and aim to make the whole experience
as straight forward as possible. If you have been meaning to get round to writing or
updating your will, I offer appoinments day or evening in the comfort of your home.

•
•
•
•

Will Writing Services (Simple to Complex): £155 including trusts.
Powers of Attorney from: £100.
DIY Assistance for Power of Attorneys: £50 including acting as certificate provider.
Caring Probate Services: Specialising in supporting you to do it yourself and save
fees. Full service & Fixed fees available.

Advance Health Decisions.
•

DIY Assistance for Power of Attorneys £50 including acting as certificate provider.
Packages for more than one product. Interest free instalments on all items if required.
No hard sell, no hidden pricing, just straight forward local advice with reasonable fees.

Call for a chat on 07922 231032,
email nikki@respectwills.co.uk
or visit www.respectwills.co.uk
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Yapton Free Church
- BY HANNEKE VAN DAM -

Life at Yapton Free Church
By Hugo van Driel

2009, I began attending YFC in 1990. I was a
self-employed electrician at the time and Rosie
was a nurse in Chichester hospital. I became
one of the core leaders in 1994 and eventually
became the pastor in 1997. In 1994 I and many
church members had a very powerful Holy Spirit
encounter. This was a lifechanging experience for
us at YFC. There are too many things to share in
this short article, suffice to say that all the projects
we are involved in have been dramatically affected
by the events of 1994.
Our school’s work began in 1991, when I was
invited to lead an assembly in Yapton Primary
School. Other local schools soon invited us to
do the same (Walberton, Barnham, Eastergate,
Clymping, Slindon and Aldingbourne). We now
travel as far as West Wittering, Singleton and West
Dean. Leading assemblies for app. 2000 children
every month. For the last 25 years, we have
hosted three ALPHA courses per year. It’s been
amazing to meet hundreds of people in the cosy
Old Church Building. We enjoyed dinners, BBQs
and lively discussions about every subject under
the sun; our lives, purpose and destiny. Many lives
have been transformed through this course. So
far, over 24 million people have done the Alpha
course worldwide. It has been translated in over
one hundred languages!
.......................................................................

Holiday Club
- School assembly -

By Alan Hunt

Over the last 15 years we have enjoyed reading
the many interesting articles in Yapton News. A
big THANK YOU to Andrew Gardiner and David
Tansley (the previous editor) for their hard work
in compiling and editing the magazine. It is now
2020 and I’ve been involved with Yapton Free
Church (YFC) for the past 30 years. Together
with my late wife, Rosie, who sadly died in

The Holiday Club has run every summer for
27 years, hosted by Yapton Free Church and
supported by St Mary’s Church of England,
Yapton. Funded by both churches – it allows this
event to be run at no cost to the families who send
children to it. Over 3000 children have attended
over the years, many of whom are now parents or
carers themselves. “We do this each year because
Continued Overleaf
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Raul d’Oliveira, an internationally
renowned musician who re-discovered
his Christian faith whilst on tour with
George Michael and Wham in China.
....................................................

Youth Club
Will and Katie Cronin

- Holiday Club -

we believe in the message” says Hugo van Driel,
pastor of YFC. “The life changing message of
Jesus is as relevant now as it was 2000 years ago.
The success of the Holiday Club is testament to
this.” As well as the morning activities with the
children, there have also been numerous events,
such as football tournaments and the ever-popular
Senior Citizens tea. We look forward to July 2020
and again, we appreciate the support Yapton
News has provided.
.......................................................................

Youth Club runs every Friday night,
7:30-10pm at the Old Church Building
(OCB). It’s a great social place for
anyone between the ages of 11-18.
We welcome anyone to come hang
out, catch up with friends and play some table
tennis! Every term we plan some themed nights.
We recently have been to Flip Out, had our own
bake-off and went on some crazy treasure hunts!
Every summer we also go to a large Christian
Youth Festival, where thousands of other teenagers
all gather together. We run a Girls & Boys group
every Monday evening for any young person
wanting to pursue their own relationship with
God. We meet from 7:30-9pm at the OCB. In
this time we worship together, study the Bible and
learn about life with Jesus. Twice a month during

Men’s breakfast
By Alan Hunt
Every month we have a men’s breakfast at the
Yapton Old Church Building. We have hosted this
breakfast for almost 20 years. The principle is very
simple; a gathering for men, where they can enjoy
a hearty breakfast, often a “full English.” There is
an opportunity to hear an interesting speaker and
a chance for discussion. The breakfast is open to
all men, whether they attend church or not. Alan
Hunt has been organizing the event for many
years now. “The food is important - but is not the
most important aspect. The majority of men who
attend have an active Christian faith – but some
do not – and some have just started to explore
their faith. That is what makes these times together
so special.” Among the speakers were locals,
like Rev’d Richard Hayes and other speakers
such as Nelson Mandela’s Prison Chaplain, and
- Breakfast Club -
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our Sunday Service we run an Alpha for our 1014-year olds. This is a great opportunity for them
to ask any questions and form their own opinions
about God.
.......................................................................

Parents and toddlers
By Jo Jeffers
Our toddler group started 28 years ago in Hugo’s
living room, when his children were toddlers.
Over the years, the YFC toddler group has been
run by parents and friends and has continually
offered a place for parents, grandparents, carers,
toddlers and babies to come, play, chat, make
new friends and experience being part of a loving
community. Everybody who comes contributes to
making toddler group the special place that it is.
In 2019 the toddler group raised an amazing
£1000 towards our new kitchen build at the same
time as enjoying all the activities that we offer. In the
lead up to Christmas we looked at the Christmas
story and the children made nativity stained glass
windows to hang at home and remind them of the
real meaning of Christmas. We ended 2019 with a
wonderful Christmas party and look forward to
our new term in 2020. Everyone with toddlers and
babies is welcome to come and join our toddler
group. We meet term time every Wednesday
morning from 10 am - 12 noon. Each week we
offer free play time as well as craft or cooking
activities and finish with some singing. Do come
and join us in 2020.
.......................................................................

South Africa
By Veyanke Hodson
How wonderful the feeling of seeing a child’s
beaming face when you hand them a toy or
a treat.... How wonderful to see the joy in
someone’s eyes when they realize for the first
time that they are loved and worth more than
diamonds...... This is only a small part of what
we experience when we visit Cape Town on a
mission trip.... Soup from Heaven is a family run
charity founded by Veyanke Hodson about 14
years ago. This charity works amongst the most

needy and vulnerable people in Cape Town, South
Africa. Soup from Heaven is a Christian based
charity. Our mission is to love people back to life
through the unconditional love of God and to see
people healed and transformed by God’s power.
Over the years we have seen many people’s
lives transformed. Soup from Heaven is currently
involved in running a Soup Kitchen in Cape Town,
and a children’s home. We also work amongst
the homeless, empower a football coach and
sponsor a football team in one of the townships.
Recently we helped a family move out of a derelict
shack into a lovely new home. We have also
helped several people complete various studies.
These are but a few of the many things we do in
South Africa. I don’t have room to write it all down!
One of our main aims is to empower people to
discover their self-worth which enables to make
a difference within their communities from the
inside out. We have taken people from all over the
world to Cape Town on mission trips and it changes
them forever! Will you stop for the one in front of
you? There is nothing like the love and calling of
God upon our lives. It brings true fulfilment and
peace. Which is what everyone in the world is
looking for…
.......................................................................

Spain
By Anna Dijkslag
Last September a team of YFC went to Calpe,
Spain. We have a special connection with a church
in Calpe. The main focus of this trip was to do
practical work on a community house. Noe and
Loli, a couple from the Spanish church, are turning
their spacious house into a retreat center; a place
for worship, rest, training and personal growth.
We did a lot of gardening, painting and building
work. We had a fantastic team with practical skills
and a ‘hands on mentality.’ Every time Noe came
home from work, he was amazed by the progress
made during the day. We also spent time with the
church. We held a conference and had fellowship
over lovely Spanish meals. At the end of every day
we could dive into our pool at the villa where we
stayed. After all, we had to make the best of the
beautiful Spanish weather.
Continued Overleaf
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Nepal
By Hugo van Driel
I’ve written many articles for Yapton News about
our Nepal project which began in 2000, when
pastor Bharat first visited YFC. Since 2003 we have
taken teams to Nepal nearly every year, to visit the
children’s’ home, schools and churches. Through
YFC, Gaston Farm open lambing, schools etc.
we have raised over £250,000 for the children’s
home, school buildings, conferences, housing for
earthquake victims etc. Our focus has always
been to empower the Nepalese to transform their
nation. This spring we will take another team of 8
people (all self-funded) to lead two conferences
where we expect over 700 pastors, leaders and
church members six days of worship, teaching,
food and fellowship.

- Nepal Schools -

.......................................................................

Holland
By Anna Dijkslag
Last October a team of 14 people went to
Arnhem, Holland. There is another church we’ve
got a special connection with. Over the years we
have done work parties, conferences and youth
camps together. It’s about relationships, fellowship
and encouragement. We stayed in host families, a
great opportunity to get to know the people and
the culture. It makes us feel like we have ‘another
home’ in Holland. We had some meetings and
times of worship at the Arnhem Church. We
visited some Dutch cities and went for walks. And,
of course, we did some cycling! We helped the
church as they hosted a
meal for people from the
neighbourhood. It was
an amazing time together
with the Dutchies! Come
and visit us at our regular
10.30 Sunday morning
meetings
in
Yapton
Village Hall or check out
Alpha on the 22nd
of January, 19.00 at the Old Church
Building.
Expect
a
warm
welcome,
a hot dinner and new friends.
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- Nepal Conference -

- Cycling in Holland -

Yapton C of E Primary School
An Opportunity to Join The Governing Body
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Yapton Emergancy & Resilience Group
- BY PHILIPPA GREENAN-

is to help us bring all the volunteers together from
the four villages and will have guest speakers, a
chance to meet the Parish Leads, but most of all
a chance to find out more about what the group
would be asked to do.

What does the group do?

Emergency and Resilience Group
“Eighteen months ago I had recently moved to
Yapton and wanted to do something positive in the
village. I saw a Facebook post on the village page
asking for volunteers for the Emergency Planning
and Resilience Group. I am a Business Continuity
Lead at work and knew I could offer some skills
and knowledge. So I contacted Sheena McKenzie.
The group is a formed of volunteers and Parish
Councilors, from our Parish in Yapton and our
neighbouring Parishes’ in Ford, Climping and
Walberton. The Councilors’ and Parish lead
coordinators meet regularly to discuss volunteer
support, information cascaded from West Sussex
County Council and plan actions for the future.
We have recently done a further call for volunteers
and will be holding an induction/refresher event
on 11th January between 10:00 and 1.00. This
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In the event of incidents or a local emergency, we
may be contacted by the County Council to set up
a Rest Centre in any of the Parishes and support
the emergency services with support. In the past
neighbouring Parishes have been asked to help
provide a rest centre following a major fire at a
hotel in Bognor, this was set up in Felpham. Last
year our group was asked for volunteers to do a
leaflet drop when there was a fire at the Chichester
recycling depot, for local residents affected by
pollution. We will also be asked to consider
village resilience in the event of severe weather,
winter preparation 2020.
The group is made up of many backgrounds , but
public service and emergency services mostly. You
do not need those skills though, organizational
skills, an ability to talk to people and calm them,
and a listening ear are just as important.
I was co-opted onto the Parish Council in July and
elected as Chair Councillor responsible for this
responsibility.
I look forward to working alongside Sheena and
the other Parishes in the coming year.

Best Wishes

Philippa Greenan

Around the Village
Yapton and Ford Village Hall
Report by Derek Ambler
The attendance at our Quiz
Night at the end of November
was rather disappointing as
normally this is very popular.
This year we only had about
60 per cent capacity. There can
be many explanations for this, illness, competing
attractions on TV, or personal crises intervening.
However, the result is a smaller amount raised
for the funds as the overheads remain constant
irrespective of the number attending.
Ironically it seems that on this occasion the Quiz
questions were very popular and several comments
were voiced to this effect. So well done Fiona
who set the questions.We are planning to hold
a Race Night with Sausage and Mash Supper on
Saturday 29th February 2020 and hope that this
will be well supported. The Hall committee wish
everyone a Happy New Year which opens up a
fresh start to all, once we finally bid farewell to the
European union.
.......................................................................

Yapton Free Church
Report by Joanna Jeffers
Firstly, I’d like to wish you all a
Happy and blessed New Year!
I don’t know about you, but
for myself 2019 just went by
so quickly. It’s amazing how
we reach the beginning of a
New Year with everything stretched out ahead of
us but almost in a blink it’s December. As I get
older I realise that my time on earth is miniscule
in light of eternity! With this in mind, this year
we decided to set apart a week of prayer, fasting
and worship in early January to really seek
God’s will for us as a church community and

his plans for our villages, towns and nation.
We truly believe that Jesus has a plan and purpose
for us as a nation and his desire is for us to turn
to him and let him lead and guide us. In Proverbs
19:21 it says, “Many are the plans in a person’s
heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails”.
This year as you look forward to 2020 I would
really encourage you to consider where you are in
terms of your relationship with God, as ultimately
his plans for you are the best and time does go by
in a blink whereas eternity never ends. Perhaps,
consider coming and joining our Alpha course
to explore some of the questions you may have
around faith and what you believe. At Yapton Free
Church we have seen our congregation grow over
2019 and God has brought many lovely people
to us. We have continued with our usual activities,
mission trips, Sunday Services, prayer meetings,
holiday club, youth groups, prayer spaces in
schools, kids clubs, men’s breakfast’s, parent
and toddlers group and the Alpha course. With
this growth, we are keen to finish the Old Church
Building kitchen extension by the Spring of 2020
so that we can facilitate more community events
and be serving our local community. You can read
more about all that goes on at Yapton Free Church
in Hugo’s article in this magazine.
You are welcome to join us for our Sunday Services
which are usually held at Yapton Village Hall from
10:30am. If you would like to find out more about
what we do or join any of the events that we hold
throughout the week, then please have a look at
our Website www.yaptonfreechurch.net or call
our Church Office on 01243 552232.
.......................................................................

Yapton Guides
Report by Anna Drynan
The 1st Yapton Rainbows really made the most
of the Christmas season and took part in making
lots of different crafts, made reindeer food,
Continued Overleaf
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Around the Village

- Collecting donantions for Poppies
and Danceathon -

- Brownies Making Halloween Cakes -

- Guides at Christingle -

- Out of Bounds Climbing Session -
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- Guides at Ice Skating -

tree decorations and they even made and
decorated their own Christmas cakes. The girls
attended a Christmas party to end the term and
to say goodbye to three of their members who
have joined Brownies. The start of 2020 brings
the opportunity to learn about Chinese New Year,
make Chinese lanterns and enjoy tasting some
different foods.
This term the 1st Yapton Brownies continued
working through the new Brownie programme
to finish off their ‘Know Myself’ network badge.
During this time the girls also decorated cakes
for Halloween, made peppermint creams and
enjoyed doing various different Christmas crafts.
The girls finished the term by joining Barnham and
Aldingbourne Brownies for a fun Christmas disco.
They have also been choosing and planning lots
of new and exciting activities for the spring term.
Following the success of their ’Danceathon’ the
Guides were able to send £300 to Macmillan
Cancer Support which everyone was very proud
of. The end of term brought a games night for
parents and friends and a fantastic ice skating
and Pantomime trip thoroughly enjoyed by all
who attended. Guides helped with selling Poppies
for Remembrance Day and with making the
Christingles for the service at Yapton Church.
Elf Challenge was an amazing weekend at the

National Trust’s Basecamp in Slindon and the girls
helped with coppicing and worked very hard out
on the Slindon estate with their saws and loppers.
It was a really Christmassy weekend and all made
the most of Christmas dinner, Christmas crafts,
hanging stockings and came home with a special
Elf Challenge badge to sew on their camp blankets.
Next year brings opportunities for an outdoor cook
out challenge for Thinking Day, celebrating the
birthday of Lord and Lady Baden Powell and there
will also be an exciting day out for all members
of Girlguiding at Fontwell Racecourse to celebrate
the new programme.
The Rangers (our members aged 14-18) continue
to meet fortnightly and enjoyed a meal out to
celebrate Christmas and are getting together to
plan some exciting activities for 2020. They have
been enthusiastic helpers at Guide events and
trips and one of the Rangers even jetted off to Paris
(with her sister who is a Guide) on a Division trip
and had the most amazing time.
We hope that 2020 brings everyone happiness
and for all our members lots of new opportunities
to make new friends and have fun. Please see
the 1st Yapton Guide and Ranger website if you
want to catch up with our latest news and photos
www.1styaptonguides.org.uk

- Guides at Ice Skating Continued Overleaf
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Around the Village
Yapton & District
Cottage Gardeners’ Society
Report by Ann Hollis
Happy New Year to all our
readers from Yapton Cottage
Gardeners’ Society . The
evenings are now getting a
bit lighter and hopefully gives
all gardeners encouragement

to think about the spring. The odd snowdrop is
already poking its nose above the soil. I am
sending pictures of two of the gardens that Cottage
Gardeners visited during 2019. They were taken
by David Ruffle who was part of the group and
hopefully will remind you that summer is only a
few months away.
Our AGM in November started with a talk about
Denmans Gardens which is just along the A27
from Fontwell. We learnt about the history of
the garden, what is happening currently and
their vision for the future. After refreshments the
business part of the meeting took place. After 45
years as Chairman of the Society, Roy Phillips has
decided that it was time for someone else to take
up the helm. He will be a very hard act to follow,
and was thanked by our new Chairman who is Eva
Pendreich. Many of you will know Eva who has
been a committee member for some years and
also is our webmaster. She will continue in that
role. After a few years without a vice-chairman,
we now have someone to assist Eva with her role.
Anne Hollis has taken on the position of ViceChairman and will also continue as Secretary.
Two long term supporters of the Society agreed
to stand for election and have now joined the
committee. Roy still wishes to be involved with the
Society and I am sure we will see him
at many of the events in 2020.
The first event is an Afternoon
meeting at 2pm in the Club Room
of the Village Hall on January 28th.
This is an illustrated talk by Frances
Farrer-Brown
on
‘Planthunters’.
Many of the plants we now grow in
our gardens would not have been
available if the planthunters of the
18th and 19th century had not
travelled the world to bring seeds
back.The next talk is on February
25th – same time and place. The
speaker will be Sam Kirk who will
be giving an illustrated talk about
Ferring Country Centre. The centre
gives
horticultural
opportunities
plus many other opportunities

32

to
people
with
a
learning
disability.
Please come and support the Society and the
speakers if you are free during the two afternoon.
For non-members the cost is £2 and there is always
a raffle and refreshments. The first horticultural
event of the year is the Spring Plant Sale which
takes place on Feb 29th (leap year!!) in the Club
Room of the Village Hall – 10am–12noon.
The good quality plants (not just primroses!) come
from Ferring Nurseries and will be very reasonably
priced. Teas with David’s famous cakes will be
available so come and catch up with friends about
gardening in 2020. Our first show takes place in
the Janet Phillips Hall on March 21st.
We are not holding a Barn Dance this year due
to falling numbers. It may be reinstated in the
future if the demand is there. All our events are
advertised on posters around the village and on
our website www.yaptongardeners.co.uk if
you are interested in joining the society please
contact our membership secretary Jan Wood on
01243 554501 or jan.wood@doglover.com
The membership year starts in January and costs
just £6 a year per household. This gives you free
entry to our talks, and reduced prices for garden
visits and for class entries to our shows. We know
there are many newcomers to Yapton and we
would be delighted to see you at any or all of our
events. Happy Gardening for 2020!!
.......................................................................

Yapton & Ford
Local History Group
Report by Allen Misselbrook

A History of Women in Yapton
For the Yapton & Ford Local
History Group’s November
meeting,
Group
member,
Andrew Foster returned to
a subject that he has raised
before in a previous meeting.
He again posed the question who and when did
women start to take control for their own actions
in Yapton and challenged the Group to undertake
research to discover the earliest instances where

women played a major part in determining the
direction of village life as well as their own lives.
The audience contributed to the discussion by
offering ideas of their own and suggesting possible
ways of discovering the roles that local women
played in the development of Yapton & Ford.
Some of the supplementary questions that Andrew
included was when were women first allowed
to have their own bank account, when could a
woman borrow money or take out a Hire Purchase
agreement without the necessity of their father,
husband or other being a guarantor. When was it
possible for a woman to go to university to study
and be awarded a degree? Women in public life
was also discussed including becoming a Member
of Parliament, Magistrate or a successful author in
their own right. Andrew gave some examples of
resources in which to look.
These included Probate Inventories which were
produced following the death of someone. There
are several available of women dating from the
17th century in the Group’s library. They contain
all the possessions of the deceased person listed
on a room by room basis and gave an insight to
the life and wealth of the owner. There are trade
directories such as Kelly’s and Pigot’s which list
the Principle Traders in the village and also of
inhabitants who lived by ‘independent means’
including women.
One notable woman in Yapton’s history is Sarah
Sparks who took over the running of Sparks
Engineering on the death of her husband in 1880.
She successfully ran the company until her death in
1919. Another woman who helped to make history
was Lettice Curtis who became one of the top Air
Transport Auxiliary pilots in World War 2, ferrying
aircraft around the country for the RAF. She gained
her pilot’s license at Ford. There are references
in the Group’s library recording women who were
landladies of local pubs and school teachers as
well as other positions of influence. The History
Group would like to hear from anyone who may
have knowledge about women in our village’s
past that would increase our understanding of
their roles in our history. If anyone would like to
help in our research, even if it is only for one or
two hours, we would love to hear from you.
Continued Overleaf
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Around the Village

- Creating Christmas Decorations -

- Out of Bounds Climbing Session -

- Showing off the New Scarves -
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- Out of Bounds Climbing Session -

The History of Brighton Boozers!!
The History Group rounded off 2020 with the
return of Geoffrey Mead of University of Sussex
who gave an illustrated talk on the history of Public
Houses in Brighton. He entertained an audience,
which was smaller than usual due to a number of
members succumbing to illness. This didn’t prevent
those present from being thoroughly entertained by
Geoffrey’s stories and illustrations of these centres
of entertainment, business, meeting places and in
some cases venues for trials. Although some of the
‘goings on’ that occurred in them were not always
lawful. In the early 1800’s the ratio of pubs to
houses was 1 – 30 which has dropped significantly
since then and is still decreasing annually with the
demise of pubs in the current climate. To complete
the evening and the year everyone enjoyed a
seasonal tipple and mince pie. Our Committee
and myself thank you all for your support over the
past year and look forward to welcoming you all
again during 2020 where we have another series
of interesting talks booked for your entertainment.
The Group meetings are held in the Club Room of
the Yapton & Ford Village Hall on the first Monday
of the month. Next Meeting Monday February 3rd.
when Mick Lynn will be giving an illustrated talk
on Seasonal Customs of Sussex. The doors will be
open at 7.15pm. Members are free, guests £3.00
per person.
Tel: 01243 552715
Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk
Web-site www.yaptonhistory.org.uk
.......................................................................

Yapton & Ford Cub Pack
Report by Katrina McAnaspie
As another busy term drew to a close
just before Christmas the Cubs
enjoyed a climbing session at Out of
Bounds in Rustington where they climbed
a
great variety of walls in many shapes a n d
sizes. Earlier in the term they took part in Air Rifle
Shooting and completed both Navigator and Road
Safety badges as well as helping the Explorers
with Jamboree fundraising by bag packing at
Morrisons and the Trading Post.

In December we combined a day making
Christmas decorations and gifts with a walk to the
Christingle Service at St Mary’s Church followed
by a late-night film and sleepover, which was
well attended with nearly all of the Pack taking
part. The Cubs decorated bottles then filled
them with tiny lights and made some delicious
chocolate fudge as well as candy cane mice and
table decorations. It has been an amazing year
for our Cub Pack with 11 Cubs receiving their
Silver Chief Scout Award, which is the highest
achievement a Cub can attain, with an amazing
432 badges in total being awarded in 2019.
We are very proud of all the young people and
what they have achieved in the last 12 months.
If you see any of our Scout Group around the
village you may notice that we have new scarves.
To commemorate our Group being 50 years old
we decided to get a golden border on our scarves.
The new image is bright and really makes us
stand out when we are amongst other Groups in
the District. Looking forward to the spring term
we have plenty of activities planned including
cooking, games, pancake tossing and a wide
range of activities working towards the Silver Chief
Scout Award.We have planned a Group Camp
later in the year for our Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
and Explorers to enjoy camping together for a
weekend and the Cubs summer camp will be a 5
night adventure including a day trip out. We said
a fond farewell to 10 Cubs in December as they
moved on up to Scouts and although this is great
news for the thriving Scout Troop it leaves a very
large gap in the Cub Pack, so any 8 or 9 year olds
in the village who would like to give Scouting a try
are welcome to come along to Cubs on Monday
evenings from 6.30-8pm.
...................................................................

Friends of Avisford Medical
Surgery - Working for your Surgery
Report by Gill Henry
By the time you receive the
Yapton News we will be into
the middle of January 2020.
I wonder how many of us
made health and wellbeing
Continued Overleaf
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Around the Village
New Year’s resolutions? If you did was it
to get fitter, drink less, take more exercise?
I wonder how many of us made a resolution related
to our mental health? Every Mind Matters is an
NHS initiative to help you look after your mental
health. Having good mental health helps us relax
more, achieve more and enjoy our lives more.
There are simple things we can all do to look after
our mental health and wellbeing. Check out Every
Mind Matters – https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/
every-mind-matters/ Try the free quiz for Your
Mind Plan, expert advice and practical tips. Make
2020 a really happier and healthier new year. We
are still hoping to hold a free health and wellbeing
talk during the Spring but have yet to secure a
speaker. Keep a watch out on the website, posters
in the surgery and around the village.
If you have a health topic you would like us to
cover, please drop a note into the local surgery
or email – avisford.friends@gmail.com.
Don’t forget you can keep up to date with future
events and local health news by visiting our
website at www.avisfordfriends.co.uk. In earlier
newsletters I told you the Friends had launched
a new fund-raising initiative in the Autumn in
the form of a 50:50 club, we held our first draw
on 18th December 2019 and the lucky prize
winner received a cheque for £90 just in time
for Christmas. The other 50% will go to provide
new equipment for the surgeries in Yapton and
Middleton, fund the free health and wellbeing
talks and other events.It is not too late to join to
participate in the monthly draw you need to have
applied by the first of the month in which you
wish to participate. Tickets are £5 a month with
a minimum commitment of 3 months. The tickets
can be purchased by cheque or Standing Order.
If you are interested an application pack can be
collected from the Avisford Medical Group surgery,
downloaded from our website or sent to you by email
avisford.friends@gmail.com The 50:50 club
is open to all members of the local community
you do not need to be an Avisford patient.
Perhaps a Yapton News reader will be our lucky
February winner!

36

Yapton Evergreens Over 50’s
Report by Pam Evans
We have had a very busy time
in the lead up to Christmas.
Our group had lunch and
enjoyed a concert by Shep
Wooley a renowned singer with
an International reputation.
His singing interspersed with Naval stories was
most enjoyable and was well received.
A coach outing at the beginning of December to
Winchester Christmas Market was popular but it
was a cold day and most of us were happy to board
the coach for the return journey. Once again the
Christmas lunch was held at the Beachcroft Hotel
in Felpham, the 19 of us that attended enjoyed
good food and a happy festive atmosphere.
A Christmas Party concluded our year with the choir
from Yapton Primary School visiting the club and
singing their hearts out for us. This was followed
with tea, food and fun and games to end the day
on a happy note. On January 20th we are holding
a New Year Party that is open to everyone over 50.
There will be entertainment by The Simpsons Duo
who impersonate stars such as Elvis, and Dolly
Parton. This is a show not to be missed, so come
along and see what our little friendly club is all
about. That’s Monday 20th January at 2pm. See
you there!!
Happy New Year to everyone, new members
always welcome. Any queries to Pam on
01243 868684 or 07796657081.
.......................................................................

Yapton Village WI
Report by Alison Coote
November saw us celebrating
our 21st birthday, with a
beautifully decorated cake
baked by one of our members.
Our speaker was Sylvia
Endacott, who gave us a
fascinating talk on the history of Hotham Park.

Nichola Court, from the West Sussex Record
Office, was our speaker in December and her talk
was “The Story of Shippams” - from the earliest
days of the company (1750), and the famous
Chichester Sausage, up to the present time, when
the firm is now owned by Princes. She had slides
of many items which are stored in the record
office, and also several film clips showing how
production was organised in the 1950s, and an
advertisement “Shippams’ Guide to the Opera”,
dating from the same time. After the meeting
we had a splendid Christmas lunch at Bognor
Golf Club.
Our meetings take place on the third Tuesday of
each month, (except for December - 2nd Tuesday),
start at 10.00am, and are held in Yapton Village
Hall. There is always time to chat over a cuppa
and a biscuit; we have a raffle, and a bring-andbuy sales table. We also have two walking groups
(the Hikers and the Strollers). So if you are looking
to make new friends, then we would love to see
you. There is no age limit, and you don’t have to
be retired to join the WI.

join us in Yapton Village Hall every Wednesday
morning from 10:30 AM to 12 noon for a coffee,
tea and friendly chat, you are ensured of a
warm welcome. We wish all our regulars a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year and also the
Editor of the Yapton News who does a good job.
For more information contact Elsie Nichols on
01243 553514.
.......................................................................

Yapton Short Mat Bowling Club
For further information, please contact
the Chairman, Geraldine Whitehead on
01203 582711 or the Secretary Pauline Hoyland
on 01203 58274 or hoyland1@talktalk.net

For further information, please contact our
president, Mrs. Alison Coote - 01243 773276 or
president@yaptonvillagewi.co.uk
.......................................................................

Yapton Coffee Morning
Community Group
Report by Elsie Nichols
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We must also remember Morag and Alfred and
wish them both well. To any new people moving
into Yapton we extend a warm welcome, come and

Yapton News
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We have continued with our ever popular monthly
raffle, and look forward to our Christmas one. Our
last meeting for 2019 will be the 18th of December
and we will return on the 8th of January 2020.
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Looking back over 2019 we
have had quite a successful
year, and we have been happy
to greet several new people and
hopefully we shall see more,
possibly people just moving
into an ever growing Yapton.

Call 01243 859141
Continued Overleaf
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B2B
TAILORED STATIONARY SOLUTIONS

OF FE R IN G A WI D E RA N G E OF PR I NTI NG
Business Cards, Newsletters, Post Cards, Letterheads, Posters, Flyers,
Comp Slips, Mailers, Brochures, Order Forms, Menus, Leaflets, Invoices,
Booklets, Manuals, Cards, Dispensers, Invitations, Price Lists.

Promote your services | Publicise your business | Communicate with customers
Email: sales@wizziprint.co.uk | Tel: 01903 858918

Notes of the Council Meeting on 13th January 2020
Councillor Tony Kendall – Prior to the Parish Council meeting the Chairman informed Parish Councillors of

the death of Parish Councillor Tony Kendall. Tony passed away while on holiday with his wife Lynn in Germany
earlier this month.
Tony joined the Parish Council at the May 2011 elections. He joined the planning committee at that stage,
where he was an active member and made many astute and well thought out comments on all the applications.
Laterly he became involved as the parish council representative for the allotments and joined the Village Hall
Management Committee. Our thoughts and sympathy go out to his wife Lynn and their family at this distressing time.
The Parish Council paid their respect’s to Tony with a minute’s silence.

Parish Council Budget and Council Tax for 2020/21 – The Council considered a report from the Clerk
and Responsible Financial Officer regarding the Council’s draft budget for the financial year 2020/21 and
the prospects for the Council Tax. The Council agreed to continue provision for spending on services and the
activities it provides at the current levels which produced a forecast total expenditure for 2020/21 of £76,290.
The budget includes a net increase in expenditure of £7,850 to deal with new and increasing requirements in certain
areas, and continues with the provision of £4,500 to meet any unexpected costs for a by-election caused by a casual
vacancy on the parish council.
The agreed budget results in a Net Expenditure of £66,600, which is funded from a combination of the Council Tax
and from Council Reserves. The Council agreed that it would be prudent to restrict the use of the small amount of
reserves it holds, and agreed to a higher increase in the Precept which determines the amount of Council Tax payable
on each property in Yapton. The Council agreed to increase the Council Tax payable from the 1st April 2020 by 7.5%.
This will result in a Band D equivalent Council Tax for Yapton of £45.52, an annual increase of £3.18 or around
6p per week per Band D property.

Provision of a bund on the King George V Playing Field – The Council agreed to finance the unplanned

expenditure on the provision of a 1 metre high bund to assist in protecting the playing field from unauthorised
incursions, and the revised budget includes total expenditure of £3,240. The expenditure consists of
Architect’s Fees for preparing Plans and submitting the planning application (£940), New entrance Gate (£1,800) and
Landscaping and grass seeding £500). A local contractor has agreed to supply the materials for the bund and install
the security gates free of charge.
The Planning Application (Ref: Y/120/19/PL) for the bund has recently been submitted to Arun District Council and
is currently being consulted upon, with a closing date for responses due by 13th February 2020. It is hoped that
planning permission will be granted by the end of February with the works taking place during March / April 2020.

Chief Inspector Jon Carter – District Commander for the Chichester and Arun area of the Western
Division of Sussex Police gave a presentation on local policing priorities in the Division and answered questions
from Members of the Council and from members of the public present.

The Chief Inspector outlined how the dedicated PCSO would work in the parish and stated that if
members of the public wished to report issues to the Neighbourhood Policing team they should call 101 or
e-mail arun@sussex.pnn.police.uk
In 2019 there were 294 recorded crime or crime related incidents in Yapton, with 12 relating to burglary,
10 anti-social behaviour, 18 public order offences, 6 drug related, 41 vehicle crimes and the 86 related to domestic
abuse. In summary, the Chief Inspector stated that Yapton was well below average in relation to the amount of
crime which takes place in the area.

Date of Next Meeting: 9th March 2020 commencing at 7pm with the Planning Committee.

Yapton News
Editor:

Andrew Gardiner, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW | Tel: 01243 859141
Email: clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk | Web: www.yaptonpc.gov.uk

Contributions, preferably by email, to the Editor at the above address. The Editor reserves the right to edit all articles or
letters received for publication. The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the
Parish Council except where specifically indicated.

Mercedes Traveliner

Delivery Service
available

Gatwick from £
£38.00
38.00
60.00
Heathrow from £
£58.00
01243 554123

ROD SPRINGER
Painter & Decorator

DMCHAINSAWS

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
DECORATIONS
reliable with over 35 years
experience
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES
NO VAT
LOCAL CONTRACTOR
Tel:

01903 719119

H Husqvarna

•
•
•
•

01243 553028

Email Address:
rodneyspringer@mail.com

STIHL

Chainsaws, Strimmers
 Mowers, Garden Tractors
 Blowers, Compactor Plates
 Rotovators, Protective Clothing


We also supply Robin, Hayter, Makita, Oregon,
Equipment Spares and Protective Wear

01243 554065

Walberton Park Farm, Yapton Lane
Walberton, Arundel BN18 0AS
www.dmchainsaws.com

• Local knowledge and expertise
• Nationwide marketing
• Friendly, experienced staff
• Competitive rates
• Free no-obligation valuations

Established for over 70 years, our local
office on Main Road Yapton
offers convenient free parking
for our customers.
Marketed nationally on Rightmove & OnTheMarket

Contact us today to book an appointment:
Tel: 01243 551000 • email: homes@hobdens.com

Brow Cottage, Main Road, Yapton, Arundel BN18 0EZ • Tel: 01243 551000 • www.hobdens.com

