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“Phew!!! What a horrible
week it was last week – I
am writing this on the first
weekend of March just after
the final remnants of the
snow has gone – and for most
of us in Yapton we have been
incredibly lucky, with minimal
snowfall, and little disruption
caused by the snow and ice.” Well that was
the introduction to my editorial exactly
two months ago, and what a difference
two months can make. The last few days
have been beautiful, warm sunny days
and temperatures in the twenties. The
Barbecues are out in force, the roads are
very busy, and all the popular visitor spots
should be doing well after weeks of cold,
wet and miserable weather.
This has reminded me of better weather
to come, hopefully, and having seen
various reports and advertisements of
things happening in the village over the
coming weeks, we hope that the good
weather will continue to help make
these events a success. But what makes a
successful event? I hope that the efforts of
the organisers will be rewarded by a good
turnout from villagers and their families
and friends to support the many and
varied activities being planned over the
coming weeks.
Here are some that I am aware of:
June 9th Ford Airfield
Exhibition – History Group
Cover: The Duck Pond in Hoe Lane, Flansham

Centenary

June 23rd Early Summer Show – classes
for seasonal exhibitors, horticultural,
photography, floral art, cookery and
children’s – Cottage Gardeners’ Society
July 14th Summer Special (Real Ale,
BBQ, Live music, various stalls, Cream
Teas, show case for local clubs/societies –
Cottage Gardeners’ Society
July 30th to Aug 3rd Holiday Club
Marquee – Yapton Free Church
Aug 11th Annual Flower Show/Summer
Fair – Cottage Gardeners’ Society
I am sure there will be others that I am
not aware of, and I try to keep the diary up
to date on the Parish Council Website. If
any local club or organisation has an event
they wish to advertise free of charge then
please contact me on Clerk@yaptonpc.
gov.uk
The majority of these activities will be
taking place in the Village Hall, and some
will be using the playing field. Yapton
is very lucky to have these facilities in
the centre of the village, and the parish
council hopes that all the facilities in the
vicinity of the playing field will be well
used over the summer. Please remember
that these facilities are for the benefit of
all and we urge everyone to leave the field
clean and tidy and to dispose of your litter
and any dog excrement responsibly in the
correct bins provided.

Andrew Gardiner
Editor. clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk
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write…
...
u You
write
Sir,
I was pleased that my letter, re
‘Development and the role of our local
representatives’ was included in the
Yapton News and the comprehensive
response it received from Cllr Haymes.
Whilst I do not wish to enter into an on-going
dialogue I would be grateful if I could be given the
opportunity to pick up on a couple of comments
made by Cllr Haymes.
I hope Cllr Haymes is not inferring I have not
attended an Arun District Council (ADC) meeting
for at least 3 years. I do note his caveat. The
last meeting I attended was the Local Plan Subcommittee (LPSC) of 6th December 2016 on
which Cllr Ambler was a sitting member. Planning
application Y/80/16, for 100 units off Ford Lane
was to form part of this meeting along with items
on the agenda that would have significant and
extremely negative consequences for Yapton and
other parishes by allowing HELAA (Housing &
Economic Land Availability Assessment) strategic
sites to bypass neighbourhood plan’s. I additionally
submitted a written representation to all members
of the local plan sub-committee, its last paragraph
respectfully asking that ADC fulfils its democratic
commitment to Neighbourhood Plans in full,
and in part regain the trust and respect of the
communities which it is there to serve. Sadly and
to my disgust this was not to be the case. I made
this feeling known to Cllr Ambler directly after the
close of the meeting. Cllr Ambler supported ADC
and not Yapton! From then on I resolved not to
attend any other meeting of Arun if what I had just
witnessed was democracy betraying the wishes of
our and other communities.
I acknowledge that the goal posts with regard to
housing numbers have widened but that is not an
excuse for the woefully inadequate ability of Arun
to bring forward the Local Plan in a well organised,
professional and timely fashion. I attended
numerous public meetings at Arun in respect to
the Local plan, finding them shambolic at times
with major decisions made on the fly. I recall on
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one occasion police had to attend because the
potential actions of the Council had caused such
public outrage. Possibly if Council had taken the
advice/recommendation of Senior Officer Mr Karl
Roberts (then Director of Planning) of submitting
a higher housing number over and above what
they, the Council, were proposing at that time we
may now have a Local Plan in place. A vast sum of
money has also been wasted. But we are where
we are.
I do agree that central government has put
additional pressure on Local Authorities but their
response is that they do not specify numbers
and it is up to local communities to decide on its
individual housing needs. A classic case of political
speak and passing the buck.
From a recent article in a free magazine delivered
throughout the villages, one ADC Councillor
has had the courage to publicly admit that the
outcome of the Local Plan may result in the loss of
the leadership of the Council.
Arun District Council should make a full and
unreserved apology to those communities, which
it is there to serve, over its handling of the Local
Plan. I will not be holding my breath.
I am fully aware of the restrictions placed on
councillors in respect to pre-determination. What
I was referring to was speaking out and expressing
an opinion on local issues from within the council
chamber. Some councillors are far more vocal and
supportive of their communities than others. To sit
there in silence as suggested is not the best way
to put forward an argument and try to convince
others of your case. Referring back to the LPSC
meeting of the 6th December, as mentioned above,
Cllr Ambler was well aware of what was being
proposed and the dramatic and adverse impact it
would have on the village of Yapton yet resolved to
say nothing!
I am pleased that Cllr Ambler, as reported in the
local press, did speak up when planning application
Y/49/17, (Street Buildings off North End Road) came

before the Development Control Committee for a
decision. This was approved, subject to conditions
which I note the agent is already applying to
have lifted.

Moving forward to the Planning Inspectorates
appeal hearing in respect to planning application
Y/80/16 held at Bognor Regis Town Council
Offices, commencing 12th December 2017.

Now, to the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan. (YNP).
This was supposed to be a process that would
allow communities to have a say in the direction
and form development was to take place in their
neighbourhood. It was not to stop development,
but give local residents some degree of control. As
per my comments earlier I have never believed this
document to be cast in stone. Cllr Haymes believes
everything else apart from housing numbers in the
YNP will still be relevant.

Mr Crowther attended to make his statement in
reference to ‘proof of evidence’ document dated
10th Nov 2017 by Mr Paul Collins. At para 53 and
54 of said document it states, paraphrasing…….
“Senior ADC officers would not oppose the
Appellants claim……and invite the Appellant
to resubmit the application”.

Now let’s be totally honest and upfront. Remove the
gloss, hyperbola, jargon and acronym’s from within
the plan and it is about numbers. It is the Plan! The
community clearly do not want to become a town
and this is the direction we are sadly heading in.
My faith in the neighbourhood planning process is
extremely low given the current situation. Does it
have any relevance in the future? Truthfully I don’t
know.All I can say, that to stand even a small chance
of winning you have to be in the game. To those
that take up the mantle of updating our village plan
I wish them all the very best.
I now bring my attention to comments on a senior
officer “inviting” planning applications.
Firstly I do not need reminding of the contents of
the YNP.
Yes it is correct that there is a process inviting
anyone to put forward land for consideration
through the then SHLAA (Strategic Housing
Land Availability Assessment), now replaced
by the HELAA , I have already acknowledged
neighbourhood development plans are a fluid
document, subject to a degree of change through
time, but a tenfold increase is not acceptable over
a relatively short period.
Now specifically to the subject of “inviting”
applications. Please bear with me. I refer to a
letter dated 17th November 2016 between Mr P
Collins, the agent for Mr Langmead re application
Y/80/16 and Mr Crowther, Group Head of Planning
ADC, which gave the distinct impression of
predetermination in favour of this application. It is
quite right and proper for Officers to give advice
but it is then incumbent upon the applicant on how
they then wish to proceed. It is not for an Officer
to “invite” an application.

When ask by Graham Keen QC, acting on behalf of
Mr Langmead, if such an invite had been extended
Mr Crowther refuted that such an invitation had
been made. I have to ask myself why the appellant
would put this question if they did not consider
an invitation had in fact been made. I have had the
odd disagreement with Mr Collins in the past and
it says something that I use his documentation to
support my argument. All I can say is both parties
cannot be correct in their understanding of events.
I let others draw their own conclusions.
I apologise for making such heavy weather on
this particular point and would have not done so
but I take exception to Cllr Haymes “innuendo”
slight and to bring my integrity into question. My
comments are based on documentation in the
public domain and what occurred at the planning
inquiry, not hearsay or innuendo.
Should anyone be inclined, the documentation
I refer to above can be accessed on the ADC
planning portal website under Y/80/16 dated
13/11/17 titled Appeal-appellant docs.
On the subject of attending meetings it was
disappointing that neither of our ADC councillors
put in an appearance at the planning appeal in
December, even if only to offer moral support.
A number of local residents including myself
attended and made formal representations as did
the chair of YPC planning committee.
The community of Yapton has been betrayed by
Central and local Government.Yes, I am angry, very
angry, and maybe I ask and expect too much of our
local representatives but then politicians in general
do tend to promise the world come election time.
With reference to Cllr Haymes closing paragraph
I do not question their honesty and integrity as
individuals. However ADC as an arrogant and
dictatorial body I certainly do, along with having
no confidence or faith in it. I am a little perturbed
and disappointed that Cllr Haymes does not
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recognize or admit, even to the smallest of degrees,
ADC’s failings or that is unacceptable to be facing
a potential ten-fold increase in housing numbers
over and above the YNP.
I have read and reread Cllr Haymes response
to my letter many times and whilst I agree that
each member of the council is but a lone voice I
am still of the firm opinion that more could and
should have been done to represent and defend
the wishes of our community.
I’ve said my piece and will say no more. I have a
clear conscience that I have done so. There is
a time when you have to let things go or they
become all consuming.
John Mills, Yapton resident.

Sir,
Blame for the current housing deluge
must be laid squarely on the shoulders
of Arun District Council, whose total
failure at producing a timely Local Plan
has directly resulted in an additional
1,000 houses being built in our oncepeaceful village.
That number is hard to imagine so try this: look
out your window and you might see maybe 10
houses. Imagine multiplying that by 10. And then
multiplying THAT by 10. That’s what 1,000 new
houses will look like.
ADC’s faffing about and prevarication meant
that other councils had already published their
own Plans before central government moved the
goalposts and upped the number of new houses
to be built on the South Coast. Those councils
could therefore reject any increase in their
own patch and ‘pass on’ the unwanted parcel
to the next council along. This continued until
there was one council left. Yep, you guessed it,
Arun District Council, who, in the absence of an
approved Plan, had to accept all the increases. So
we ended up with not only our own increase
but those of neighbouring councils as well. I bet
those councils are laughing at us.

rite …

9 years from inception and the Local Plan STILL
isn’t approved. It only runs until 2031 – they’d
better start on the next one already! This is
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ridiculous, and an inept squandering of my tax
money.
As J Mills said (YN, March),“we are where we are”,
but where we are is solely due to the inability of
ADC to formulate a plan for development across
its area.
They should change the signs on the entrance
roads to the village:“Yapton Village – No Longer”.
GJ Westcott
Yapton

Wey and Arun Canal Trust Walk
The Trust are planning a walk on
Sunday 3rd June from Walberton
Village Hall through Binsted to Ford
and Yapton and back to Walberton.
Lunch will be at Yapton Village Hall. It is a
fundraising event and details can be found
at https://weyarun.org.uk/poddle
Details of the Portsmouth & Arundel canal will
be featured along the walk. This canal opened
in 1823 and was abandoned in 1855 as it was
not a financial success. The route was part of the
London to Portsmouth scheme which allowed
craft to travel between the two without having
to use the English Channel. Sections of the
canal remain as footpaths around Yapton and
neighbouring villages.
We need to profile the canal to ensure it does
not disappear under housing!!
Thanks
Regards
Elaine Cordingley

Parish of Yapton – Annual Parish Meeting

Chairman’s Report 2017/2018
by Stephen Haymes – Chairman of the Parish Council – 14th May 2018
Introduction
This report covers the twelve months period
since the last Annual Parish Meeting on 8th May
2017. It is my eleventh report to you as Chairman
of the Parish Council.
The Parish Council is composed of 10 elected
members. The last scheduled Parish Council
elections took place in May 2015. In November
2017, Mr Peter Dunkley was co-opted to the
Parish Council.
Over the last 12 months there have been
six meetings of the full Parish Council and six
meetings of the Planning Committee. At the
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May
2017, I was re-elected as Chairman with Michael
Pickthall being re-elected as Vice-Chairman.
Yapton is represented at the County Council by
two members, Jacky Pendleton and Hilary Flynn
who were elected in May 2017, for a four-year
term, to represent the Middleton Division (which
includes Yapton) and Felpham Division (which
includes Hoe Lane, Flansham) respectively. The
four-yearly cycle of District and Parish Council
elections will be held on the 4th May 2019 to
elect representatives for the Yapton ward on the
District Council, and to fill the 10 seats on the
Parish Council.
What do we do?
For those who may be new to the village, the
parish services include responsibility for and
maintaining the King George V Playing Field, the
two village car parks, the skate park, the children’s
play area, a range of outdoor exercise equipment,
the all-purpose floodlit sports enclosure and
adjacent youth shelter, the picnic tables and seats
on the playing field, the litter collection service,
an allotments site, bus shelters, as well as some
street lighting and financial support for the village
hall and voluntary organisations.
Your Council has representatives on outside
bodies which oversee and manage various
functions and activities impacting on the local
area. A key role, which is discussed later, is
the Council’s role in the planning function,

particularly with regard to the vetting of all
planning applications for the parish.
The Council also maintains a website www.
yaptonpc.gov.uk which contains information
about the Parish, the Council and its meetings.
The Council also publishes, after each Parish
Council meeting, the Yapton News, a bi-monthly
magazine for residents, which not only includes
information about the Parish Council’s activities
but also includes, amongst other things, reports
from clubs and organisations which operate
in the village. Yapton News is delivered free of
charge, by a team of volunteers and councillors,
to nearly 1900 households in the parish.
In March 2018, the Parish Council agreed
to set up and operate its own Social Media
accounts on Facebook and Twitter. One of our
Councillors has agreed to operate the accounts
in conjunction with the Clerk, and we will be
posting information on Facebook and Twitter,
and also monitor the sites to deal with any
queries or requests posted by residents.
Recreational facilities in Yapton
The contract for grass cutting on the playing
field was renewed in 2017 for the three years
from April 2017 – 2020 and will be performed by
George Burley Ltd of Dorking. The contractor
undertakes grass cutting for many West Sussex
schools and has a local depot at Halnaker, near
Chichester. The Parish contract provides for the
field to be cut on a fortnightly basis (weather
permitting), normally on Thursdays, although
there is provision for extra cuts and for it to be
rolled if these are needed.
The Parish Council prides itself in maintaining
all the play equipment to a high standard and
carrying out promptly any repairs which may be
needed. It is encouraging therefore, when you
look at its overall condition, to realise that it is
now 17 years since the children’s play area was
opened to mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.
Regular inspections of both the play area and
equipment and the gym equipment is undertaken
to ensure the equipment remains safe and fit for
purpose.
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The skate park continues to be hugely popular
with our youngsters and the envy of many of
our neighbours. Indeed we know that youngsters
travel from further afield to use the facilities
and this is encouraging because it also brings in
business for the shops in the village. The Council
let a contract in 2017 to carry out significant
repairs and remediation to the grass banks
of the skatepark to bring them up to a good
standard for the enjoyment of our young people
throughout the year.
Planning matters
Over the past year the Council, and the Planning
Committee, has carefully vetted all the planning
applications which have been submitted for
Yapton – some 60 in total (compared to 26 in
the previous year). The majority of these were
relatively straightforward household applications,
but as in the previous year a number of major
applications were submitted on behalf of
developers, including an application for a housing
development on the southern end of Cinders
Lane Nursery Site off Bilsham Road (19 units),
Bonhams, Hoe Lane, Flansham (reduced from 34
to 10 units), land at Stakers Farm (70 units), and
land at Street Buildings (45 units). A total of 144
units.
In addition, Arun District Council has designated
land between Drove Lane and Bilsham Road as a
Strategic Housing Site. Two applications totaling
up to 550 dwellings have been received for this
site.
The early part of 2017 was very busy for
the Planning Committee Chairman and its
Members. The Committee met on the 8th May
2017 and noted receipt of the judgment on
the planning application Y/60/14/OUT – for up
to 100 dwellings on land to the south of Ford
Lane, and East of North End Road – following
the submission of an appeal by the applicant
following the refusal of the Secretary of State
to grant planning permission. The High Court
hearing took place on the 21st March 2017, and
took place over two days. The judgement in this
High Court Appeal Case was handed down on
the 11th April 2017. The case was dismissed by
the Court, and therefore, the application could
not proceed, on the basis that in considering
planning applications in the future, the Yapton
Neighbourhood Plan should be taken in account,
even when the District Council has not got a
sound Local Plan in place.
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The Council was also advised that the Appeal
submitted on Planning Application Y/80/16/
OUT – a resubmission of the original application
Y/60/14/OUT – following Arun District Council’s
refusal to grant planning permission – would be
by public inquiry. Coming almost a year later, the
outcome of the appeal was announced on the
15th January 2018. The Inspector stated that
“Overall, there are material considerations which
indicate that the proposal should be determined
other than in accordance with the development
plan. As such, I conclude that the appeal should
succeed and planning permission be granted”.
The Public Inquiry, following the “call-in” of
Planning Application Y/19/16/OUT – 108
dwellings on land off Burndell Road – was
held at Bognor Regis Town Hall over two
days, commencing on the 25th April 2017. The
outcome of the appeal by Gleesons, following
the call-in, was announced on the 13th October
2017. The Planning Inspector dismissed the
appeal and allowed the planning permission on
this site.
At its meeting on the 31st July, the Committee
considered the following applications:
■ Land at Southern end of Cinders Lane Yapton
(19 dwellings) – Support with reservations
■ Bonhams, Hoe Lane, Flansham (34 dwellings)
– Raised an objection
■ Land at Stakers Farm, North End Road
(70 dwellings) – Raised an objection
■ Land at Street Buildings, North End Road
(45 dwellings) – Raised an objection
The meeting held on the 11th September
consideredYapton’s response for the forthcoming
examination in public of the Arun Local Plan. The
Committee held a wide ranging discussion on the
proposed new Strategic site at Tack Lee Road /
Drove Lane / Bilsham Road. The Committee
began to formulate proposals on how the Parish
Council might influence the development in
design terms and facilities, and agreed that the
Parish Council had to be pragmatic with this
proposed new development, which is outside of
the Yapton Neighbourhood Plan, as it is a Strategic
Site likely to be incorporated in the agreed Arun
Local Plan. The site might encompass between
400 to 600 dwellings and the Parish Council
would want to influence the development. The
Parish Council agreed that getting the right
infrastructure was key, particularly in regard
to the provision of future medical facilities and

primary school facilities. It was also felt that the
development should be sympathetic to the rural
nature of the village, and links to the village need
to be carefully created in the plans.
In November, the Committee resolved to
confirm the proposals prepared by the Chairman
of the Committee, on how the Parish Council
might influence the development in design terms
and the infrastructure and facilities provided,
which have been submitted to Arun District
Council for inclusion in discussions with the
Developers once the Planning Application has
been submitted.

Fields off Bilsham Road.

The January 2018 Committee spent a
considerable amount of time discussing the
two planning applications Y/91/17/OUT and
Y/92/17/OUT comprising the Small Strategic
Housing Site at Tack Lee Road / Drove Lane /
Bilsham Road. The Committee agreed that the
developers needed to take into account the
various issues raised particularly relating to:
■ Drainage and flood prevention; ■ Traffic, both
local and feeder routes to the village; ■ The PC
does not support a second primary school in the
village and a suitable solution must be found by
expanding the existing school facility; ■ Medical
facilities; ■ Appropriate housing mix for the
village (for age 55 and over); ■ Desire for local
affordable housing.The Committee were keen to

ensure that both developers/landowners are tied
into ensuring that all planning obligations are met
relating to the concerns raised at this meeting.
The members of the Committee then discussed
a range of issues and whether the Committee
should, on behalf of the Parish Council, either
object to or support the applications with
conditions imposed through strong legal
agreement. As this had been promoted through
the Arun Local Plan, an objection would not
probably carry much weight. However, supporting
the applications and working with the Developers
on improvements to the village infrastructure as
outlined above would be of benefit to the whole
village. The Committee also indicated that any
agreement should be for a 10-year period rather
than the usual 5 years. The Committee resolved
to support the two applications Y/91/17/OUT
and Y/92/17/OUT with conditions to be included
within the Planning S.106 agreements as outlined
above.
If you have a concern about a particular planning
application in the village please do contact the
Chairman of the Planning Committee or the
Clerk. In this connection residents may also
be interested to know that the Parish Council
has published on its website guidance about
the procedure to follow when responding to
planning applications.
Encouraging Sustainable transport in
Yapton
The Council considered a discussion paper
prepared by Councillor Chris Sprules which
requested Yapton PC to look at and consider
how it could support and improve the offer to
the local community especially for those wishing
to use more sustainable transport in and around
the village. This would provide the County and
District Councillors with a clear understanding
of what the Council is trying to achieve and the
help needed. The Council noted the contents
and confirmed that it would support and work
towards implementing the issues raised by
Councillor Sprules in his paper.
Consultation on proposed
improvements to the A27 in the
Arundel area
The Council considered the arrangements
for the consultation on the creation of an
A27 Arundel bypass. The public consultation
ran from 22nd August to 16th October 2017.
The Parish Council considered the three
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options being promoted by Highways England
and decided to make a response to Highways
England supporting Option 3 (A new dualcarriageway from Crossbush junction, south
of the current A27, rejoining the A27 at a new
junction near Havenwood Park. This option also
included improvements at Crossbush junction,
new bridges over the railway line and the River
Arun and a new pedestrian/cycle path between
Crossbush junction and Yapton Lane), with a
request that a junction be included where the
new road meets Ford Road.
Yapton CE Primary School
The Parish Council has endeavoured to maintain
its links with the local primary school in Yapton
which the majority of children in the village
attend. We look forward to further developing
the links and relationship which has been built
up between the school, parish council and the
community. The school has recently begun to
supply articles for inclusion in the Yapton News.
Allotments
Following his retirement as a Parish Councillor,
Mr Mick Caiger continues in his role of managing
and overseeing the Parish Council’s Allotment
site in Cinders Lane, and we thank him for all
the work he does behind the scenes to ensure
everything runs smoothly.
The Council considered the need to fix
the allotments rentals for the financial year
commencing on 1st April 2018. With the agreed
site rental at the rate of £500.00 in 2018, the
Council agreed that the allotment annual rental
be increased by £1 to £32.00 for a 5-rod plot for
2018/2019.
Grants to Voluntary Organisations
2017/18
The Council considered applications received
from 8 voluntary and charitable organisations for
grant-aid in financial year 2017/18. The Budget
for 2017/18 was £890 and was fully allocated. In
addition, following the fire at the Yapton Primary
School in March 2017, the Parish Council
approved a special grant of £500 towards to reprovision of resources and materials for use in
the school.
Yapton Community Emergency Plan
The Council received various reports on the
work which had been completed by Sheena
McKenzie since her appointment as Lead Coordinator by the Council at its July meeting.
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Drove Lane in the recent snow.

This had included:
(i) creating a dedicated meeting room and store
on the first floor of the Village Hall in Yapton;
(ii) holding a meeting with volunteers and
councillors and identifying leaders to work
closely with the lead co-ordinator;
(iii) finalising the Emergency & Resilience Plan
and other key documents; and
(iv) arranging for “What if” training provided by
the West Sussex County Council Emergency
and Resilience Team for leaders and
councilors.
The Council also received a report from
Councillor Michael Pickthall on a very successful
meeting held between Ford, Walberton and
Yapton Parish Councils (Clymping could not
make the date arranged for the meeting) to
discuss possible joint working on Emergency
and Resilience matters, sharing resources and
identifying a lead co-ordinator to work across
the four councils on emergency planning matters.
The four Parish Councils have agreed to look
further into joint working arrangements and the
creation of a hub in Yapton.
A meeting of the Volunteers was held in March
2018 and the Clerk reported that there were
now 29 volunteers signed up to the Emergency
and Resilience Group, including 4 Yapton parish
councillors. The Council had also received the
basic stock of emergency equipment which
had been supplied by the West Sussex County
Council following the attendance at the training
course by members of the Yapton Emergency
and Resilience Group.
Yapton & Ford Village Hall
The
Parish
Council
appointed
three

representatives to serve on the Management
Committee, Derek Ambler, Tony Kendall and
Chris Sprules, who give regular reports to the
Council on their meetings and activities.
The Council has been pleased to note that
the village hall’s financial position has improved
as a result of increased income from bookings
and regular hirings of office space on the
first floor. It will be recognised however that
maintenance of the premises both internally and
externally and the need to ensure that the public
premises conform to strict regulatory and safety
requirements, remain a drain on resources and is
one with which the Management Committee has
constantly to grapple.
For many years now the Parish Councils of Yapton
and Ford have accepted financial responsibility
for the maintenance of the external fabric of
the building and Yapton has made provision in
its budget should any significant maintenance
issues arise.
Keeping the village tidy
As always it would be remiss of me in writing
this report not to mention and warmly thank Jo
Smithers, ably assisted by her husband Alan, for
the really excellent work they do on our behalf
to keep the village and particularly the playing
field looking so tidy.
Despite our best efforts there remains,
unfortunately, an on-going issue with dog fouling
on the field. It is unacceptable that this should
be left for Jo and Alan to clear up. It is a most
unpleasant task for anyone and if left on the
field could well be a serious health issue for our
children. The Parish Council once again urges
all dog owners to act responsibly, to keep their
dogs on a lead whilst exercising them on the
field and take their dog’s mess away or use the
bins provided. However, dog excrement should
definitely not be put in the general waste bins
in the play area but taken to the red bins on the
field.
Yapton News
The Yapton News, which is published 6 times a
year, aims is to provide an eclectic mix of articles
as well as some ‘interesting’ information on
what the Council itself is doing for and in the
community. This is coupled with regular and
interesting reports from many of the clubs and
organisations which meet and serve the residents
of the village and its surrounding localities.

The Editor strives to keep each issue of the
magazine ‘local’ so that all the articles, pictures
and features relate to and will be of interest to
Yapton residents. The Editor always welcomes
more contributions though. In the days of
computers most people can easily do this by
email and you don’t even have to invest in a
stamp!
For those local businesses who may have
considered using Yapton News to advertise and
promote their services, the cost of advertising
is very reasonable for the 6 editions published
each year, and delivery to approaching 1900
homes in the parish, and on the parish council’s
own website.
My grateful thanks go to all those who regularly
send in contributions for the magazine and to the
team of volunteers who help with delivering the
Parish Council’s magazine to an ever increasing
number of households in the village.
Social Media
The Council considered a proposal to set up and
operate a Facebook and Twitter Account for the
Yapton Parish Council. It was resolved, following
a majority vote, to authorise the Clerk and
Councillor Peter Dunkley to set up and operate
a Facebook and Twitter Account for the Yapton
Parish Council.
Parish Council Policies
The Parish Council have reviewed and approved
the following policies during the year:
(a) Data Protection Policy (new)
(b) Information Security Policy for Councillors
(new)
(c) Information Security Policy for Staff (new)
(d) Data Retention Policy (new)
(e) Media and Communications Policy (new)
(f) Code of Conduct (new – as recommended
by Arun District Council)
Our finances
Funding for the running of Parish Council services
comes from the parish precept, which is included
in your annual council tax bill, and is levied on
every household in the parish. The Council also
relies on other income from charges for services
and reserves.
The Parish Council finances are becoming more
stretched, having to cope with increasing costs,
and the need to make appropriate provision
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PERFECT VENUE FOR
A RELAXING LUNCH
AT BAILIFFSCOURT, CLIMPING
Discover our mouthwatering menu of
modern English cuisine, including a fresh
interpretation of some classic dishes.

£15 Lunch Offer
Enjoy two courses for just £15 per person, or three courses for £18 per person

With its medieval architecture, mullioned windows and tapestry-hung
walls our restaurant is a stunning setting for lunch before taking a stroll
through our private parkland to Climping Beach.
Baliffscourt Hotel, Climping
To book a table, call: 01903 723511
More information: www.hshotels.co.uk/bailiffscourt/restaurant
This voucher entitles you to a two course lunch for £15 per person, or a three course lunch for £18 per person and is
valid until Saturday 30th June 2018. Max 8 people per table. Valid Monday to Friday, excludes key dates, subject to
12availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Bring this voucher with you to redeem this offer.

for maintaining the recreational facilities in
the village. The increasing number of property
completions does bring in additional council tax,
however, the Parish Council has reluctantly had
to agree to an increase of 5% in its precept for
2018/19. This is an increase equivalent to 3p per
week for the average property in Yapton. Where
appropriate, the Council has, and will continue to
supplement its income, by seeking grants where
these become available, particularly for one-off
projects. A financial statement setting out the
Parish Council’s income and expenditure for the
year ending 31 March 2018 will be found at the
end of this report.
Conclusion

the past year. I would also like to thank the Clerk
of the Council, Andrew Gardiner, for the work
he does in supporting me and in furthering the
work of the Council.
In the coming 12 months the Council will continue
its aim of delivering a quality and efficient service
for the people of Yapton. The Council will work
hard to ensure that the facilities and services for
which it is responsible are maintained to a high
standard. The Council will also aim to keep the
community well informed through continuing the
publication of Yapton News and regularly updating
of the Council’s website and, as recently agreed
through social media, Facebook and Twitter
accounts.

Stephen Haymes

In closing, I should like as usual to take this
opportunity of recording my personal thanks
to all members of the Parish Council for their
support and interest in the village throughout

Chairman of the Parish Council
14th May 2018

YAPTON PARISH COUNCIL – Financial Statement for the period 1 April 2017 – 31 March 2018
2016/17 PAYMENTS

2016/17 RECEIPTS
£ 		

£ 		

£

15,889 Balance b/fwd from 2016 / 2017

16,862.59

42,729 Precept	

50,444.00

1,595 Allotment rents	

1,575.50

400 Playing Field / Car Park concession

700.00

1,013 Grants/contributions received

2,004.70

1,725 Yapton News Advertising Revenue
2,346 VAT refunded by HM Customs
		 & Excise	
11 Bank interest	

18,566 Staff Costs [incl. employer’s Nl contribs,
		 office accomm and telephone rental/calls] 18,825.17
2,142 Loan interest repayments	
		
		
		
6,436

Administration [including insurance, audit
fees, postages, photocopying, stationery,
office equipment, website maintenance;
annual subscriptIons]	

		 Playing Field [including grass cutting,
		 litter collection; maintenance/repairs
8,220 repairs to Skatepark grass banks]

7,070.95

19,333.29
1,490.82

1,450.00

		 Allotments [including water rates,
1,649 grass cutting]

2,065.10

4,736.64

		
		
		
9,058

8721.74

_

Miscellaneous expenditure [including
village hall external maintenance,
newsletter printing and production,
Laptop & projector from JDAC grant]

		 Grants/donations to voluntary
870 organisations
2,070 VAT Paid on taxable activities	
£50,453 Total expenditure
16,863 Balance c/fwd 2017/2018	

£67,316

2,141.98

		 Street lighting [electricity supply
1,442 and maintenance]

13.81

1,608 Council Tax Benefit Grant Contribution

£

£77,787.24

£67,316		

1415.00
4,361.83
£65,425.88
12,361.36
£77,787.24

Andrew Gardiner, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, 4/5/2018
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- 24 hour service
- Free bereavement advice
- Pre-paid funeral plans

FELPHAM
103 - 105 Felpham Way, PO22 8QB

01243 587067
www.funeralcare.co.uk
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BOOK YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION AT OUR EXPENSE
Telephone Hilary Peyman
01903 882007
or visit our website

The Mellor Practice Ltd is an appointed representative of Lighthouse Advisory Services Limited,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
The Mellor Practice Ltd, Registered in England, No. 10567558 Registered Office: 41b Beach Road, Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5JA
The value of your investments can go down as well as up, so you could get less back than you invested.
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SS-18-27 Flight Refuelling – Getty

Ford Airfield

(Ford Junction, HMS Peregrine, RNAS Ford)

Centenary

The Yapton & Ford Local History
Group is organising its most ambitious
exhibition to-date. As previously
announced, it will be held in the Yapton
& Ford Village Hall & adjacent playing
field on Saturday 9th June 2018.
The doors will be open from 11.00am until
4.00pm and entry is FREE. There will be displays
of documents and photographs telling the story
of the past 100 years as well as items of interest
which will enhance the visitors experience.
The airfield was originally planned in 1917 for
training RFC squadrons, preparing them to join
the air battles on the continent.These plans were

by Allen Misselbrook
changed, and the new airfield was assigned to the
US Air Service, but the Armistice was signed, and
the airfield was not needed by the Americans.
The newly formed RAF, also celebrating their
centenary this year, used the airfield to decommission squadrons returning from the
continent.
Other displays cover the stories of civilian flying
operations such as Ford Motor Company and its
Tri-Motor operation, Sir Alan Cobham’s Flying
Circus and his Flight Refuelling company, Yapton
Aero Club as well as Rollason Aviation.There will
be a large section covering the military’s period
of occupation starting with the Royal Navy in the
run up to WW2 until the fateful Sunday morning
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SS-18-70 Spitfire Mk 1XB No 602 – Ford – IWM
in August 1940 when the bombing raid by the
Luftwaffe took so many lives and caused so much
damage. The Royal Navy withdrew, and the RAF
took over operations for the rest of the War. See
and read about the Night Fighter activities, the

ill-fated Dieppe raid and D-Day. The Fleet Air
Arm returned in the post war period and the
air was filled with the such iconic aircraft such as
the Sea Hornet, Wyvern, Attacker, Sea Hawk and
Scimitar amongst others.

SS-18-92 Waiting to join Spithead flypast – 1953 – HMP Ford
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SS-18-76 Wartime and Post War Ford Ruffle
Military flying came to an end when the
government deemed the base surplus to
requirement and closed it in 1958. So ended
a period of history in which the villages of
Ford, Yapton and Clymping were involved in

international events with the visitor book
containing such famous names as Sir Alan
Cobham, Lettice Curtice, Wing Commander
Johnnie Johnson, Winston Churchill and Amy
Johnson to name but a few. Flying continued for

SS-18-23 Cobhams Flying Circus – Cobham
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SS-18-102 Aerial View of Ford Airfield c1955
a few years with civilian operations but under
local pressure even that ceased. It has been used
as a film set and Miles engineering built a replica
Boxkite aircraft for the film, ‘Those Magnificent
Men in Their Flying Machines’. Now the airfield
is more famous for its Open Prison, Open Air
Markets, Car Boot Sales and light industry.
The exhibition will be enhanced with guest
displays by AirAces of Chichester, Aldingbourne
Modellers, Tangmere Military Aviation Museum,
Ford Air Rifle Ranges, Constructive Heritage
as well as a selection of aviation photographs
and paintings, a slide show and possible guest
appearances from aviation veterans.
The list of exhibitors is growing by the week.
Those that have already committed or who are
very interested include:
Constructive Heritage,
Aldingbourne Modellers,
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AirAces of Chichester,
Military Vehicle Trust
Tangmere Military Aviation Museum
Littlehampton Museum
University of Chichester Rob Carter
(Re-construction of a Wyvern cockpit).
Border Digital – Slide Show
Association of Wrens
Triumph Roadster Club
Tony Sergeant – Aviation Artist
Ford Air Rifle Ranges
Mark Hillier – Westhampnett Airfield Historian
and Author
John Bell – Lancaster Bomb Aimer –
Illustrated Talk
Lee Carpenter – Aviation Photographic Display
Norman Langridge – Original WW2 Air Raid
Siren (Hand Operated)

SS-18-47 (CE-13-5) 18th August 1940 – Air attack – Phillips
None of this would be possible without the
Yapton & Ford Local History Group committee
and our generous sponsors who are:
Yapton Parish Council
Clymping Parish Council		
Ford Parish Council
Rural Associates
Gary & Colette Love		
Tesco Stores
Cobham PLC
Yapton & Ford Village Hall		
Yapton Chippy
The Yapton & District Cottage Gardeners
Refreshments will be available for purchase
in the Village Hall.
The History Group committee are aware that
this village event could create an increase in
the volume of traffic and we are taking every

measure to reduce the amount of interference
in the local community. To this end we have
been given permission to use part of the playing
field for parking. We apologise in advance for
any disruption and thank you for your patience
during the hours of the event.
Should anyone have any information or
memorabilia that would enhance our exhibition
and they wouldn’t mind sharing with us, or
for further information please contact me
allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk or visit our website
www. yaptonhistory.org.uk
Allen Misselbrook
The organisers of the event / exhibition on the
9th June would like to warn local residents that
Air Raid Sirens will be sounded occasionally for
dramatic effect. These sirens are not real and
residents should ignore them during the opening
hours of the exhibition.
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Bring Back
Bedtime Stories!

Yapton C.E.
Primary School

Children at Yapton C.E. Primary School
have been discovering the fun and
enjoyment a bed-time story can bring.
Early one evening in the Spring Evening, when it
was still getting dark before teatime, a strange
sight was seen outside Yapton C.E. Primary
School: lots and lots of children dressed in their
pyjamas and dressing gowns heading back into the
school building! Even though they had enjoyed
another day full of exciting learning, they were
keen to bring their parents to their classrooms
which now didn’t look like they normally did.
Dens and other comfortable hideaways had
been created in the classrooms. Every room had
a different theme – jungles, oceans and dinosaurs
to name a few! There were blankets and pillows,
tunnels and pop-up tents as well as fairy lights
and calming music. No matter what they looked
like, they were all perfect for children and parents
to snuggle down to enjoy some bed-time stories.
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Everyone who came really enjoyed themselves.
Katie, a Year 2 pupil, said, “I like it a lot and I think
it is funny coming back to school in my pyjamas!”
Charley-Rose, who is in Year 3, said, “It is nice to
snuggle up with a book.” She went onto explain
that reading before she goes to sleep gives her
nice dreams.

place for reading.The children were able to enjoy
another perfect bedtime treat – a biscuit and a
cup of hot chocolate (not forgetting the whipped
cream and marshmallows!).

Even the teachers were seen wearing their
dressing gowns, including the Headteacher Mr
Sharp. He said that when he was a child his mum
and dad would read to him. “That’s what turned
me into a reader,” he added.

One of the main reasons for holding this event
was to highlight how simple it can be to enjoy
something that isn’t on a screen, large or small,
in the evenings. Mrs Andrews, a Year R teacher
and organiser of the evening was delighted to
see children enjoying books with their parents.
She added, “I am sure bedtime stories will be
something everyone at Yapton School can enjoy.”

Even the school hall had its own special
atmosphere with the lights turned down low and
more gentle music being played. But this wasn’t a

This is a compilation of newspaper-style
reports written by the Roving Reporters in
the Year 6 class.
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YOU’RE
ALREADY
A CAREGiver,
you just don’t
know it yet.

Turn your passion into a career.
At Home Instead Senior Care, caring is our passion
and it all starts with our CAREGivers.
People like you, who love to help others, make excellent
CAREGivers for Home Instead Senior Care. Turn your
passion for caring into a rewarding role and join the Home
Instead Senior Care team. You will have our full support,
excellent training and enjoy competitive rates of pay.
Make new friends and give your skills a new sense of purpose.
Each Home Instead Senior Care© franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead 2017.

www.homeinstead.co.uk/
BognorRegis
01243 884111

Grants to Voluntary Organisations.
Have you applied yet?
At its July meeting, Yapton Parish Council will be considering and making decisions on
applications for grant-aid received from voluntary organisations, including clubs and
charities, which can “demonstrate that they provide a service, benefit or assistance to the
inhabitants of Yapton”.
Grants will not normally exceed £100 towards an organisation’s running costs;
exceptionally, higher grants may be awarded to help “pump-prime” particular projects.
Application forms are obtainable from the Clerk of the Council, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North
Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW, or by email: Clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk or downloadable
from the Council’s Website at www.yaptonpc.gov.uk
The closing date for receipt of completed applications is Monday 25th June 2018. All
applications must be accompanied by an audited statement of the organisation’s latest
financial accounts.
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Around the
Village
Yapton and Ford
Village Hall
Report by Derek Ambler
This May we welcome CAMRA’s
Beerex to the Village Hall for
the 29th time. They have been
loyal to us since 1989. The financial contribution
this makes is significant as the complete building
is booked for a 3 day weekend.They enjoy a good
attendance of real beer drinkers, often with their
families who picnic on the playing field, weather
permitting, within easy reach of ample supplies
of beer and cider, burgers and hot dogs. The
atmosphere is usually happy and festive.
The Race Night with Bangers and Mash Supper
was successful and the money raised will help
to cover the costs of the newly installed selffilling water heater which replaces the kettles
used previously to provide hot drinks in the
Clubroom. No more waiting for kettles to boil
when there are large numbers present wanting
their beverages.
Our next fund raiser will be a Quiz Night on
Saturday 7th July. Tables will cost £12 for 6
players but where there are fewer players on a
table the price will be £2 per head. Tables need
to be booked in advance with Derek on 01243
551156.
Below left – Nepal Team.
Right – Daniel Cutting with Hugo and Anna.

Yapton Free Church
Report by Katie Van Driel
As I look back over the past
couple of months, I’m reminded
of some of the wonderful
and exciting things that have
happened. In January, we started a new Thursday
morning school/course called ‘Roots and Shoots’
which has just finished. This school was an
opportunity for people to dig deeper into their
faith and grow in their relationship with God.
We had 15 people enrol on the school, and they
enjoyed meeting together every Thursday for a
time of worship and teaching followed by sharing
lunch together. We all thoroughly enjoyed the
school and look forward to see how it will grow
in the future.
At the end of February, we had a team go to
Nepal. They returned full of stories and it was
great to hear some of them at our Sunday
morning service. The team travelled around
Nepal, starting in Kathmandu before heading on
to Pokhara and then to the Chitwang jungle.Along
the way, they stopped off at several schools that
we have been supporting over the years, visited
some local pastors and churches as well as some
other projects too. While in Chitwang, they ran
a three-day Pastors and Leaders conference for
300 local Pastors. On these short-term mission
trips, one of our main aims is to support the

Continued Overleaf ➣
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Around the Village
Nepalese. We are passionate about seeing the
transformation of a nation through seeing the
Nepalese raised up, equipped, encouraged
and supported. It’s also hugely encouraging for
us to re-visit projects that we have sown into
and see the growth both physically (like new
classrooms being built/material needs being met),
emotionally and spiritually.
At the end of April, we had the joy of having the
incredibly talented Daniel Cutting (pro-football
freestyler and 5X world Record Holder) with
us for a few days! He joined our team going
into some of the local primary schools, showing
off his football skills and teaching the children
some skills too. The team, children and even the
teachers had a fantastic time learning some new
football skills and watching the pro in action!
Looking ahead to the next few months, we’re
excited for our new Alpha course that have
recently kicked off. At the end of May, a large
group are heading to the Big Church Day Out,
an annual gathering of the wider church for all
denominations and ages for two days of worship
and celebration, hosted in the beautiful grounds
of Wiston House.
Our Holiday Club Marquee will be back on the
Village Green this summer from 30th July to the
3rd August!! Please note the slightly later dates
this year. Registration forms will be sent round
local schools and more information will follow
nearer the time (also available on our website).
It’s set to be another fun-filled week!
We’d love to see you at one of our services or
events soon. Our Sunday Services are usually
held at Yapton Village Hall from 10:30am. For
details on all that happens at Yapton Free Church
check out our website: www.yaptonfreechurch.
net or give our office a call on 01243 552232.

1st Yapton
Guides Group
Report by Anna Drynan
Our youngest members the Yapton Rainbows
have been very busy learning about what to do
in an emergency. They learned how to save a life,
put on slings, how to telephone for help and
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what to say. The Rainbows learned about the fire
brigade and even took their own fingerprints for
the Police part of their special Emergency badge.
Alongside all this they found time to make Easter
bonnets and have an Easter egg hunt which they
thoroughly enjoyed! The Rainbows are pleased to
have some new members and they will be busy
celebrating the Royal Wedding this term and will
make and send their very own congratulations
card to Harry and Meghan. There will be a fine
Royal Tea Party and lots of excitement!!
The Brownies have just completed the
‘Wonderland Challenge’ badge following the
adventures of Alice in Wonderland.The Brownies
had fun making pocket watches, playing card
people, making door knockers and creating
flower gardens for Mother’s Day. The girls had a
cooking evening and made yummy jam tarts and
to finish the term held a Mad Hatters tea party
where the Brownies prepared jam sandwiches
and grape caterpillars to eat. They certainly
weren’t late for their very important date!
Rainbows Easter bonnets and
Special Emergency badge.

The Guides have been working on their Patrol
Go for It Badges and have been; experimenting
with science; performing plays and putting on a
show; cooking (and eating) chocolate and doing
one of their favourite activities making slime!
Some of the girls have new pen-pals who are
Girl Scouts in Oklahoma and it has been very
exciting to start getting to know them and
writing letters to send. The Guides enjoyed a
special backstage tour of Chichester Festival
theatre and got to stand on the stage as well as
see the green room and all the stars’ dressing
rooms. Guides enjoyed a day out at Amberley
Museum and Heritage Centre and made some
amazing pots in the Pottery and went on the
vintage bus and train. Summer expeditions and
camps are being planned and the girls will soon
be looking forward to outdoor swimming at the
Lido and a sandcastle competition at the beach
when the weather improves.
The Rangers (our members aged 14-18) are now
12 in number and have been working together

to plan their term’s activities. They have enjoyed
a ready, steady cook night, a pudding night and
have plans for a chill out sleepover and helping
at our Guide Chocolate Camp in the summer.
There will be a trip to the beach and a special
presentation for the 4 new Rangers who have
just achieved their Baden Powell Awards – which
is the highest award a Guide can achieve. The
excitement for the summer is a weekend trip
to Chessington and staying in the Safari Hotel
on-site which will be fabulous no doubt!! The
girls are looking forward to getting into the park
before everyone else and getting as wet as they
can on all the water rides!!
Please do get in contact with us if you would
like to volunteer with a unit or your daughter
wishes to join us. If you would like to see
what our Guides and Rangers get up to please
check out the latest news on our website at
www.1styaptonguides.org.uk
Anna Drynan – 1st Yapton Guide and Ranger Leader

Brownies Mad Hatters Tea Party.

Chichester
Festival
Theatre.

Continued Overleaf ➣
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Yapton & District
Cottage Gardeners’
Society
Report by Anne Hollis
Yapton Cottage Gardeners’
Society has commenced its
show season with our Spring Show back in
March. The Village Hall looked most attractive in
the afternoon with its displays of spring bulbs,
flowers and shrubs. There were fewer exhibitors
than usual due to the weather that had not
helped with gardening of any sort. We hope
that conditions will improve to allow our usual
complement of exhibitors to take part in our
Early Summer Show on June 23rd. Please come
along in the afternoon from 2 – 4pm to enjoy the
scents of sweet peas and roses, not forgetting
the other classes and the tea/cake available while
you wait for the raffle to be drawn. If you would
like to have a go at showing in any of our classes
– horticultural, photography, floral art, cookery
and children’s – please contact Roy Phillips
01243 551683 for a schedule.
We do hope you will come to our ‘Summer
Special’ on July 14th. This will take place on
the Playing Field and in the Village Hall. There
will be Real Ale and a BBQ with live music
by a Ukulele band. Various stalls will be in the
marquee – plants, cakes/breads/preserves,
tombola and some games to tempt you to win
a prize. Cream teas will be available in the Village
Hall, and we are working with the Village Hall
Management Committee to give opportunities
to Yapton clubs/societies to show case what they
do. All this will take place 12noon – 3pm with
posters reminding everyone of the event around
the village.
The first outing to a garden took place at the end
of April. This was to a beautiful garden at the Old
Vicarage in Washington. After going on a guided
tour of the garden led by the owner, we had a
very welcome tea and homemade cake in the
conservatory. Our next outing is a guided tour
of the garden at Uppark on June 2nd. This will be
led by Andy Lewis, the lead gardener at Uppark
and should prove very interesting.
Our website www.yaptongardeners.co.uk will
tell you all about the Society and if you would like
to become a member please contact Jan Wood
– 01243 554501 jan.wood@doglover.com. The
cost is £6 per household per year. The will give
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you reduced prices for garden visits, reduced
entrance fees for showing, and free entry to our
autumn/winter meetings. We would be delighted
if you wanted to support us, and look forward to
seeing you at some of our events.
Friends of Avisford
Medical Surgery –
Working for your
Surgery
Report by Gill Henry, Treasurer
Since I last wrote my article for the Yapton
News we have held our first free health
talk of 2018. The talk was on the important
subject of Adult Sepsis and we had three
excellent speakers from the Critical Care
Outreach Team – St Richard’s Hospital. They
told us how to spot this life-threatening
condition by using the word:
• Slurred speech &
confusion
• Extreme shivering or
muscle pain (high or low
temperature)
• Passing no urine (in a day)
• Severe breathlessness
• It feels like you’re going to die
• Skin mottled or discoloured
(other symptoms include a racing heart/fast
heart rate and low blood pressure).
The team had a new leaflet hot off the press
which will be available locally and available
electronically on the Friends website www.
avisfordfriends.co.uk. The team also told us
about the Sepsis Trust which is working to raise
awareness and their website can be accessed at:
www.sepsistrust.org.uk or the Friends website.
Our next free talk will be on Thursday 7th
June at 7pm in the Scout HQ, Shrubbs Drive,
Middleton on Sea. The speakers will be James
Hicks and Angela Birnie speaking about Male
and Female Urinary Health including continence
and prostate issues. The talk is open to any
interested members of the local community,
you do not need to be a patient of the Avisford
Medical Group. Keep a look out for our posters
around the village and on our new website –
www.avisfordfriends.co.uk. We look forward to
seeing you, as with all our talks there will be an
opportunity to ask questions.

Yapton and
Ford Cub Pack
Report by Katrina McAnaspie

Yapton Evergreens
Over 50’s
Report by Audrey Jackman

Summer term has started,
although the weather as I write
this has not yet caught up. We have a full
programme planned with trips to the National
Trust and RNLI, night hikes and beach visits as
well as badge work and regular Scouting activities.

Club members have recently
enjoyed a varied assortment of
events.

We have started a competition that should take
up most of the summer, with a challenge to the
Cubs to see who can grow the tallest sunflower.
They have all taken home pots planted with seed
donated from a keen gardener in Kent. We will
be giving prizes to the tallest and the widest
flower head, so I hope to be able to share some
colourful photos with you later this year.
Our box karts will soon be coming out of
storage so that the Cubs can practice ready
for the championships in September and we
really need someone mechanically minded
to have a look at the tyres and steering
mechanisms to tighten nuts and bolts ready
for practice, so if there is anyone who would
be available to come and give these cherished
push karts a “once-over” please email me at
yapton.scouts@gmail.com.
We walked along with scouts from all over the
world in our annual JOTT (Jamboree on the Trail)
on footpaths all around the village, Cubs and
Scouts walking together followed by a sleepover
at the hall and a hearty cooked breakfast. Our
next overnight trip will be 5 nights at Summer
Camp in the New Forest where we will be
enjoying a pirate themed adventure.

Planting
sunflowers.

An excellent talk on Recycling explained what
one could do to re-use items that would
otherwise end in rubbish bins. Old clothes and
plastic can be turned into Bags, Rugs, Toys and
other useful objects. Members were amazed at
what could be produced from waste materials.
A demonstration of flower arranging resulted
in participants taking home attractive table
arrangements made by themselves during the
session.
A visit to the Aldingbourne Centre took place
on a wet and cold day. We had a tour of the
workshops to see some of the activities provided
but it was too muddy and wet to visit the farm.
Lunch was enjoyed in the restaurant with a good
selection of food on offer. One of our members
will recall the day with the expensive memory
of puncturing two of her car tyres after an
unfortunate encounter with a pothole.
In April we were entertained by Peter and Tony
singing and playing with Guitar and Harmonica
accompaniment.
An evening of Skittles at the Maypole pub which
included a buffet meal was well attended and
thoroughly enjoyed.
Our next event will be a visit to the Laburnum
Day Centre in Bognor Regis. The AGM is
scheduled for Monday 21st May.
We meet on the first and third Mondays of the
month excluding Bank Holidays at 2pm in the
Village Hall Clubroom, why not join us?

Continued Overleaf ➣
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Around the Village
The Arts Society
Walberton
by Elisabeth Sturt
In February it was baths, an
entertaining jaunt through the
history of public pools and bathhouses starting with the Romans and with much
immersion, of course, in the Victorians. Then in
March members enjoyed soup followed by sticky
toffee pudding before a most stimulating look at
Paula Rego and her strikingly unusual images of
women.
The April lecture focused on James Gillray
(1756-1815), described aptly as ‘the father of the
political cartoon’. Ian Keable revealed all about
the wickedly satirical etchings and the artist’s
private life, leading on to his tragic end in despair
and madness. Among the most outrageous of
his works was L’Assemblée Nationale of 1814,
hailed as ‘the most talented caricature that has
ever appeared’: such was the portrayal of the
Prince of Wales that the subject is said to have
paid a large sum of money to have the prints
suppressed and the plate destroyed.
And so to more genteel matters. Many will have
wondered at the skill of Marianne North’s plant
portraits when visiting the gallery dedicated to
her work at Kew Gardens (which, by the way, is
said to be the only permanent solo exhibition
by a female artist in Britain). She travelled
extraordinarily widely, in her earlier years with
her father and later on her own, until ill health
forced her to settle in Gloucestershire.
The drawings and paintings of the flora of the
world together form a joyous celebration of
nature, as you will see in Jonathan Farley’s
presentation on Tuesday 22 May. We move on
in June (Tuesday 26) to a different treatment
of flowers as Bernard Allan introduces the
American artist Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986).
Her large scale paintings of flowers may be
familiar but under the title ‘Her Unique Artistic
Vision’ the speaker will also consider some of
her other subjects, such as the skyscrapers of
New York and landscapes of New Mexico.
The Walberton Arts Society welcomes new
members and occasional visitors to its meetings
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which take place on the fourth Tuesday of the
month at Yapton and Ford Village Hall: doors
open at 1.30pm when tea and coffee are
available before the lecture starts at 2.15. Entry
for non-members is £6. Details are available on
the website (please note new address): www.
taswalberton.org.uk or from me on 01243
551292.
Yapton
Women’s Institute
Report by Alison Coote
Our most recent speaker was
Jean East, who gave us a tour
through the house and gardens at Parham, with
some splendid slides to accompany her talk. We
have also held a coffee morning, which raised
over £150 for Safe in Sussex, the women’s refuge.
Our members are supporting the refuge this
year, also with donations of toiletries, towels and
bedding.
Our meetings take place on the third Tuesday
of each month, start at 10.00am, and are held in
Yapton Village Hall. There is always time to chat
over a cuppa and a biscuit; we have a raffle, and
a bring-and-buy sales table. We also have two
walking groups (the Hikers and the Strollers). So
if you are looking to meet new people, then we
would love to see you. There is no age limit, and
you don’t have to be retired to join the WI.
For further information, please contact our
president, Mrs. Alison Coote – 01243 773276 or
president@yaptonvillagewi.co.uk
Yapton Community
Coffee Morning Group
by Elsie Nichols
Another Easter holiday spoilt
by terrible weather, we are
getting used to this, but we
always hope for a change.
Our group enjoyed an Easter raffle, plus
everyone received a small egg to thank them for
their loyal support. We missed Rita and Ivy from
the meeting, we all hope they are well, it was also
good to see Morag back again.
We had the pleasure of welcoming some new
faces to our group recently, we hope they will
continue to come.

Our group meets every Wednesday morning
from 10.30am to 12 noon in the Yapton Village
Hall, no entrance fees, just come in and enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee and biscuits.You are assured
of a good welcome, and it is a good way to find
out what is happening in the village.
Yapton & Ford Local
History Group
Report by Allen Misselbrook
Reverend Way &
Stansted House
Yapton & Ford Local History Group members
and guests welcomed Michael Olding as their
guest speaker to the March meeting. The subject
of his talk was the Reverend Way and his time at
Stansted House.
Lewis Way was born in Buckinghamshire in 1772.
He was educated at Eton College and graduated
with an M.A. from Merton College, Oxford. A
fortuitous meeting with John Way, no relation,
resulted in Lewis inheriting a substantial amount
of money from John. This allowed Lewis to
become a clergyman and to marry Mary Drewe
with whom he had six children.
Michael explained how Lewis used the fortune
to promote Christianity amongst the Jews. He
also used some of the money to buy Stansted
Park. It was from here that he set out on a trip
through part of Europe and Russia to investigate
Jewish communities in the various countries.
On reaching Russia he had no less than four
audiences with Tsar Alexander 1. It was at the
invitation of the Tsar that Lewis addressed the
European Congress at Aix-La-Chapelle in 1818.
This was the high point of his career.

Guest speaker, Tim Pullan, treated his audience
to a little of the history of Boxgrove Priory.
Built around 1123 by Robert de Haia, Lord of
Halnacre (Halnaker) in the reign of Henry 1. The
Priory was built for three Benedictine monks and
was owned by the Lessay Abbey in Normandy.
Upon the marriage of Robert’s daughter, Cecily,
to Roger St John the number of monks increased
to six. By 1165 Robert had died and over the
next twenty-two years the number of monks
increased further to fifteen. By 1230 the number
had increased again with William de Kainesham,
Canon of Chichester adding a nineteenth. The
value of the Priory’s possessions in 1535, Tim
said, was £185 19s 8d gross.
The Priory was dissolved in 1536 and at that time
there were eight priests and one novice as well
as twenty-eight servants and eight children living
there. After the dissolution the Priory church
became the Parish Church. In the churchyard lies
the grave of Billy Fiske, the first American Pilot to
die in the Battle of Britain.
The guided tour previously arranged for May
has had to be postponed until July. For further
information please see adverts or poster later in
the summer or logon to website.
The meetings will be held in the Club Room of
the Yapton & Ford Village Hall. The doors will be
open at 7.15pm. Members are free, guests £3.00
per person.
Allen Misselbrook
Tel: 01243 552715
Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk
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It was while staying with Lady Hester Stanhope
on a trip to see The Holy Land that he was struck
down with a dangerous fever. He travelled to Italy
where his family were staying, to recover before
moving on to Nice. During his visit he made a
large donation of money to build the Promenade
de Anglais. On returning home several years later
he became ill and died in January 1840 leaving
many ambitions unaccomplished.
Boxgrove Priory
For their next meeting the History Group
members heard about a building much closer
to home.
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Notes of the Council Meeting on 14th May 2018
This time of the year the business of the Council changes to reflect on the previous year’s activities
and at the same time setting up the framework for conducting the Council’s business for the
year ahead.
Annual Parish Meeting – The first meeting held on the 14th May was the Annual Parish Meeting.
This was attended by 9 parish councillors and 14 members of the public. This meeting is designed to
give all those living in the parish the chance to hear the Chairman’s Annual Report on the activities of
the Parish Council in the previous year, and to see how the parish council tax has been spent.
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council – the next meeting in the series of four meetings being
held on the 14th May was the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. This is effectively the AGM and
appointments are made to the four committees and representatives are appointed to sit on various
external bodies. The audited accounts are also received by this meeting. Councillor Stephen Haymes
was re-elected Chairman of the Parish Council and Councillor Michael Pickthall was re-elected
Vice-Chairman.
The following were elected to the four committees:
ALLOTMENTS: Tony Kendall and Michael Pickthall
EMERGENCY & RESILIENCE: Derek Ambler, Pam Evans, Michael Pickthall and Chris Sprules
PLANNING: Derek Ambler, Peter Dunkley, James Gadd, Tony Kendall and Mrs Vicky Newman
PLAYING FIELD: Peter Dunkley
Following on from the AGM an ordinary meeting of the Parish Council took place – to deal with
the ordinary parish council business.
Planning Committee – the Committee received the planning decisions taken over the last two
months and agreed the Parish’s response to current planning applications.
Yapton Neighbourhood Plan – the parish council agreed that James Gadd, Derek Ambler
and Tony Kendall would join Vicky Newman as the Council’s representatives on the Council’s newly
formed Yapton Neighbourhood Plan Steering group
Grants to Voluntary Organisations 2018 – The Council is seeking applications for grant
assistance to voluntary and charitable organisations.
The closing date for applications is 25th June 2018.
Ford Centenary Exhibition – the Yapton and Ford History Group are appealing for volunteers
to assist in the setting up of the exhibition on the 9th June. Further details can be obtained from Allen
Misselbrook on 01243 552715 or Email: allen@yaptonhistory.org.uk
Next meeting:

9th July 2018 – Planning Committee commencing at 7pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting
at 7.30pm in the Club Room of the Yapton & Ford Village Hall, Main Road,Yapton.
The meetings are open to the public and you are very welcome to attend.

YAPTON NEWS
Editor:

Andrew Gardiner, 38 Ruskin Avenue, North Bersted, Bognor Regis, PO21 5BW
Tel: 01243 859141 email: clerk@yaptonpc.gov.uk web: www.yaptonpc.gov.uk

Contributions, preferably by email, to the Editor at the above address.The Editor reserves the right to edit all articles or letters
received for publication.The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council except
where specifically indicated.
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Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton
Planning
a Party, Wedding
Tel:�01243�553555�

ROD SPRINGER
Painter & Decorator
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
DECORATIONS
reliable with over 35 years
experience
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Unit�13,�Bilsham�Industrial�Estate,�Yapton�

Tel:�01243�553555�
��
Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!
Tel:
01243
553555
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�
UnitYapton
13, Bilsham
Industrial
Estate,
Yapton
& Ford
Village
Hall

Your�local�Village�Blacksmith!��
�
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made
General
Wrought
Iron
Work
&
Welding
General�Wrought�Iron�Work�&�Welding�
NO JOB TOO SMALL • to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
All gates, railings, security grilles etc made
All�gates,�railings,�security�grilles�etc�made�
FREE ESTIMATES •
to customer’s specific requirements
�
to�customer’s�specific�requirements���
NO VAT •

Your Local Village Blacksmith!

WE HAVE A DRIVER NEAR YOU!

�

LOCAL CONTRACTOR •

MOWERCARE
Tel:

Tel: 07940 325844

01243 553028

Email Address:
rodneyspringer@mail.com

Unit 14a Bilsham Industrial Estate
��
Yapton

We will be happy to discuss your requirements
www.yaptonhall.org
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HAPPY TO
Tel: 558822 or 828025
GIVE A LITTLE
dams irport ars
SALES • SERVICE • SPARES
dams irport ars
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A
LOT?
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A
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CC

THEN WE NEED YOU for Advisory Work,
Reception
“WeAdministration,
go out of our way
to help and
you

on yours”

for our Campaigning
& Marketing
For servicing
and repairs
of all Group. Working for the CAB has so many pluses,
from boosting people’s confidence to improving job prospects . . . “After a busy day
Airports
– Seaports
Theatres
makes
ofCAB,
lawnmowers
andto go home and feel you’ve
at the
it’s really nice
made a difference
to –
the
people
who have come in for help and go out feeling that the world is not such a bad place”
Long
distance
trips
garden
machinery
To find out more, contact one of the following numbers
Littlehampton – 01903 724010

Saloons, Estate Cars + 7 seater
Collection &
Bognor – 0344 477 1171 Chichester – 0344 477 1171
Traveliner
HOWEVER
Service at Yapton
& Ford
Delivery
Service IF YOU NEED US come to our OutreachMercedes
Village Hall where an advisor is available every Wednesday from 9.30am to 11.30am.
available
Alternatively, you can contactGatwick
us
from £38.00

£ 38.00

Heathrow from £60.00
£58.00

Monday to Friday (1000 to 1600 hours) by ringing our Advice Line on 0344 477 1171
or our Mobile Advice Line on 0300 3300 650.
ARUN & DISTRICT CHICHESTER CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

01243 554123

Registered Charity Number: 1099640

01903 719119

DMCHAINSAWS

H Husqvarna

STIHL

Chainsaws, Strimmers
 Mowers, Garden Tractors
 Blowers, Compactor Plates
Rotovators, Protective Clothing



We also supply Robin, Hayter, Makita, Oregon,
Equipment Spares and Protective Wear

01243 554065

Walberton Park Farm, Yapton Lane
Walberton, Arundel BN18 0AS
www.dmchainsaws.com
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